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WATER:  THE INDISPENSABLE RESOURCE
Read pages 423 – 429 and answer the following questions:
1. What percent of water in the world is fresh water?  __________%
2. Of the fresh water available, the majority of it is contained in ice caps and glaciers while the rest of it is underground and is classified as _____________________________ .  Unfortunately for the world, fresh water is distributed unevenly.  Fortunately for us, Canada has a large share of the world’s fresh water.
3. Forty percent of the world’s harvests come from irrigated croplands.  The United States, China and India produce half the world’s food.  All these countries also face reduced _____________________________________________

4. Groundwater is preferred as a source over surface water because:
5. The difficulty with depending on aquifers as a source of water is:

6. Ultimately, pumping too much water from groundwater sources lowers the water table.  How does this affect crop production?

7. Examine Figure 17 – 5 on page 425.  The diagram is reproduced for you on the next page and is waiting for you to label it.  In the space below, explain the concept of groundwater depletion.  
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8. List some of the abuses of surface water by using the following information organizer:

	“Abuser” of Surface Water
	Type of Water Abuse (How is the water abused?)

	Municipal


	

	Agricultural


	

	Industrial


	

	Other


	


To gain insight about the abuse of surface water, read the world and local examples on page 427.

9. Briefly suggest some solutions to the water management issue:
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