INTRODUCTION TO CROSSROADS

A. Page 3 – True/False

Write T or F beside the following statements:
1. ____ All of the profound changes experienced by Europeans occurred in the year 1500. 
2. ____ The Renaissance produced the most historical knowledge. 
3. ____ The way of life in the Renaissance was different from the previous era of history.  

4. ____ The Early Modern Age had no connection with the Middle Ages. 
5. ____ In the 1500s, people questioned previous theories, causing significant changes. 
6. ____ The changes in such areas as science and the arts remained concentrated in a single area of Europe. 
7. ____ Geography would have been a factor in the rate of the spread of knowledge. 
8. ____ Evolutionary change stopped for most civilizations after the Early Modern Age. 
9. ____ Before the Renaissance and Reformation, humans had never thought about their role on earth. 
10. ____ A civilization will reach a certain level of development, but will not always remain the same. 

B. Pages 4 & 5 

Answer the following questions briefly but completely:

1. What were the main criticisms of the Roman Catholic Church by the 1500s? 

2. In what ways did the Roman Catholic and Protestant views differ? 

3. Point out three important differences between figures 1-1and 1-2 on page 4. 

4. Why was religion so important to the lives of people and to kingdoms? 

5. How had the power of kings been limited? 

6. What three actions gave kings more power? 

7. What did kings do that could lose them favour with their subjects? 

8. How did the feudal sense of loyalty begin to change? 

9. How did kings try to make themselves even higher in status? 

10. a. Describe the clothing styles of the men and women in Elizabethan England (p. 5). 

      b. Why might so much emphasis have been placed on clothing? 

      c. What would have been the purpose of this ceremonial parade? 

C. Pages 4 & 5  

Distinguish fact from opinion. 

A fact is something that can be proven; an opinion is something that someone believes to be true but cannot be proven. For the statements below, identify which ones are facts and which ones are opinions.

______1. Martin Luther complained about some of the practices of the Roman Catholic 
    

                Church. 

______ 2. The Roman Catholic Church had moved too far from the teachings of Christ. 
______ 3. The word of God came from the Bible. 

______ 4. Protestants rejected the authority of the Pope. 

______ 5. Decorations in Catholic Churches were too elaborate. 
______ 6. Religious disputes made political disputes worse. 

______ 7. Kings began to make themselves more powerful. 

______ 8. Kings should not have taxed their subjects to pay for armies. 

______ 9. Kings took away the importance of feudal nobles. 

______ 10. Monarchs had many God-given virtues. 

D. Pages 4 & 5 

For each of the following statements, state whether it applies to the Roman Catholic, the 

Protestant, or Either the Roman Catholic or Protestant religions. 

(Use the letters RC, P,or E in the spaces.) 

1. ____ Religion of most Christian Europeans until 1517. 

2. ____ Martin Luther followed this faith until 1517. 

3. ____ Martin Luther followed this faith after 1517. 

4. ____ The Bible was an important part of this faith. 

5. ____ The word of God came from the Bible only. 

6. ____ The Pope expressed the word of God. 

7. ____ Services and church decorations should be simple. 

8. ____ Sundays were devoted to church services. 

9. ____ Many churches displayed elaborate paintings and statues. 
10. ____ European kingdoms imposed a faith on their subjects, often for 

political reasons. 

E. Pages 6 & 7 

Answer the following questions briefly but completely:

1. How was agricultural production connected to population growth? 

2. What were some effects of the decline of the feudal system? 

3. What is the difference between a rural and an urban landscape? 

4. How did exploration and trade go together? 

5. How did Europeans establish their control over other parts of the world? 

6. a. What was the "middle class"? 

b. How did the middle class become more important? 

7. Figure 1-4, page 6. 

a. Why were so many labourers needed for the harvest? 

b. Name three different tasks that people in this picture would have performed. 

8. Figure 1-6, page 7. 

a. What is the main item being traded? 

b. What would be the main problem with this item? 

c. What method was used to solve this problem? 
F. Figure 1-5 (page 7)
Circle the numbers of the statements that can be proven from evidence on the map.
1. In 1700, European countries controlled land on every continent. 

2. In 1700, all European countries had an empire overseas. 

3. Four European countries had land in North Amerii:a. 

4. Portugal claimed land in both South America, Africa and India. 

5. Spain had large land holdings in both North and South America. 

6. All of Africa was split up among European nations. 

7. England and France were the main rivals for what became Canada. 

8. Only large European countries had an empire. 

9. Most of the inland areas of continents were unclaimed by Europeans in 1700. 

10. The Europeans would probably want to control ocean islands as stopping places in their trade routes. 

G. Pages 8 & 9 

Answer the following questions briefly but completely:

1. If people took more interest in the world around them, how would this weaken religious beliefs? 

2. a. What did humanism stress? 

    b. What effect did it have on art and learning? 

3. "Renaissance" means rebirth. How did this term apply to the 1500s? 

4. Who would lose influence when Latin was no longer the main written language? 

5. How did the printing press influence education? 

6. What was the condition of schooling in the 1500s? 

7. Notice the early library in figure 1-8, page 9. 

What other building could have provided the model for the seating arrangement? 

8. What is meant by the phrase "popular culture"? 

9. Why would so many people attend the theatre in the 1500s?

H. The Globe Theatre (page 9)
Circle the correct answers from the choices given in the brackets. 

William Shakespeare was a (singer/writer) who performed in a (monastery/theatre) where 
attendance was (open/restricted) to the (masses/wealthy). A (vast/scant) variety of props 
was necessary during a performance and the audience was (rowdy/well-behaved).
Those who could afford it preferred the (pit/balconies). The Globe was closed on Sunday
because of (religious/financial) reasons. Females were not allowed to be part of the 
(cast/ audience) and much of the theatre was (protected from/exposed to) the elements.
I. Pages 10 & 11 

Answer the following questions briefly but completely:

1. What had been the long-held theory of the universe? 

2. a. What was Copernicus' theory that Galileo proved? 

    b. Why was this a "dangerous discovery"? 
3. Why would the Church be opposed to these new theories? 

4. What was the "scientific method" that Francis Bacon proposed? 

5. What further scientific step did Isaac Newton take? 

6. Name three areas where new scientific instruments led to more discoveries. 

