Your History:  Building a Timeline
1. What was the most important event or experience of your life to this point?

2. What other events stand out as special?

3. When and where were you born

4. When did you get your first tooth, take your first step, say your first word?

5. Are there any stories people tell about you as a baby or young child? 
6. Did your family move during your childhood?  When?  Where?

7. Did you have any favorite pets as you were growing up?  How old were you when you got your first pets?  

8. Did your pets ever do anything exciting? Tricks, bad things, etc. 

9. Can you recall your first day at school?

10. What was the first teacher that you remember? What grade stands out and why?

11. Who were your first friends and playmates? How old were you and they?

12. Do you have any younger brothers or sisters?  How old are they?

13. Which family celebrations stand out in your memory? Why? I.e. birthdays, New Years, Christmas, Halloween, etc.  

14. Have you belonged to any teams or clubs?  How old were you when you joined? 

15. What are your memories of family vacations?  Where did you go? 

16. What and when was the best family vacation that you ever went on?

17. To date, what were the best and worst years of your life? Why?

18. What and when was the best day of your life?

19. What and when was the worst day of your life?

20. Where was the first home that you remember living in?
By the time that you have completed these questions, you will have a list of many important times in your life.  These events are all jumbled up and now it is up to you to organize them.  Put your age next to each item and the year that it occurred.  Next organize each item into chronological order.  Once you have them in order, make a timeline.  

In order to create a timeline, first tape two pieces of paper together.  Next draw a line from on side to next.  At regular intervals (you need to figure out the distance between each mark) place a short perpendicular line (+) across the line.  This mark then needs to have your birthday on it.  When you are finished your timeline, you will have numbered from 0 (birth) to present day.  Use both above and below the timeline to list your events where they belong.  You can use pictures, write information and even draw if you so desire.  Do not forget, there can be both good and bad things on a timeline.  Try to include a few important world events on your timeline to put your life into perspective.

Once you have completed your timeline, compare it to a classmates.  Are there any events that are similar?  Which events are different?  Did you learn anything about yourself?  Would you continue to add to your timeline or not?  Why or why not?

Family Roots

Family Origins 

1. How far back can you trace your family?  Build a family tree as far back and complete as possible.  Ask your parents and grandparents for help. When making your family tree, try to include birthdates and date of death (if possible).
2. Where and when did your family immigrate to Canada (if possible)?
3. Where did your early family members come from?

4. Did your early family live indifferent countries before Canada?  

5. Did your early family members live in a different city?  Where and when?

Family Treasures, Heirlooms and Stories

What special family treasures, heirlooms and stories have been passed from generation to generation?  How are they passed down?  Who presently is in possession of them?  Where are they presently located?  

When you are starting this project, try to think of information that you wish you knew that you presently do not know?  

1. What information is available to help you find this “missing” information?

2. What are some important questions that you will need to ask to help guide you in obtain information and completing your family tree?

The topic of exploring your family roots is very large.  Some families are larger than others and sometimes information is missing on family members, moving, immigration etc.  As you collect information, most often it will be out of order.  Your job is to put the information on your family into a sensible order.  In order to d this, your information needs to be broken down into small tidbits of information, such as: Immediate family, grandparents, Aunts and Uncles, Great grandparents etc.

Some other subtopics would be:

A} Family origins

B} Family treasures and Stories

C} Important Events

D} Family customs and Traditions

E} Occupations of Family Members

F} Changes the family experienced
One of the best sources of information is family members.  In order to get the information, you need to interview someone who knows the family extensively!

To create and conduct an interview, follow these questions:

1. Write down the questions before you ask them.  Ask questions that focus on Who? What? Where? When? And Why?

2. Keep a balance between fact and opinion questions.  Fact questions ask for information about actual events.  Opinion questions ask about thoughts and feelings.  

Fact question: When did you come to Canada?

Opinion Question: How did you feel when you first arrived?

3. Make certain that you ask open-ended questions.  Open ended questions require more than one-word answers.  In other words, you want to know more than just yes or no answers.  If you ask, “What did you like most about school” will lead to more information than “Did you like school?”
4. Listening is very important.  If you hear something that you find interesting, ask for more information and encourage the person to talk about the subject.  Encourage the person to talk about their own experiences and let them “wander” when they answer.
5. Arrange the time and place for an interview.  The interviewer and the person being interviewed should both have some time to prepare and think about what they are going to say in the interview.’
6. Have a plan to record information.  If you plan to use a tape recorder, ensure that the person being interviewed is comfortable with being recorded.  Also make sure that the tape recorder is working before you go to the interview so that you can easily and accurately record the conversation.
7. As soon as you have returned home from the interview.  Write down as much information and questions that you had in regards to the interview.  It is also best to type your notes and/or recording.  This will ensure accuracy and may make you think of more questions.  It is also best if you have a sheet of paper that you can write down more questions or answers that need to be clarified.  

8. Finally, look over your answers from your interview and sort it into the sub-topics from above.  The sooner that you sort your information the better.  

9. After you have completed #8, you are ready to complete your roots project, Family Origins and Family Treasures, Heirlooms and Stories.  
Good Luck!!!

