
Hello fellow parents, and welcome to the first DPAC newsletter of 
the 2015/2016 school year, and the first newsletter put out by this 
year’s Executive.   

We have a big year ahead of us as the DPAC Executive is focusing 
on helping you through parent awareness, PAC engagement and 
PAC support.   

DPAC is committed to keeping parents informed of new curriculum, 
each and every DPAC general meeting will have a district office 
representative speak to the changing curriculum. 

Some of the initiatives we have planned for this year include: 

 Outreaching to school PACs: look for a DPAC 
Representative to visit your PAC 

 Active participation in developing the district’s Framework 
for Enhancing Student Learning 

 Revamping the DPAC website to make it a hub of easy to 
find and pertinent information for parents of the district  

 Working as key partners in the WellAhead project 

 Publishing regular newsletters and using social media to 
keep you informed of the important things going on in the 
district 

 

We are very excited for the year ahead and look forward to seeing 
all parents at the general meetings and other DPAC events! 
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“The purpose of education 

is to replace an empty mind 

with a full one.” 

-Malcom Forbes 

October 2015 

DPAC Pulse 

 
CONTACT US: 
 
Got questions, comments, suggestions, or looking for a way to reach out to other PACs and their parents?  
Please contact the DPAC at: 
 
Ph: 604.939.3690 || Email: office@dpac43.org || Web:  www.dpac43.org || 1100B Winslow Avenue, Coquitlam V3J 2G3 

mailto:office@dpac43.org
http://www.dpac43.org/
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Craig Woods, President 

craig@dpac43.org 

Craig is in his seventh year as a parent in the school district and is in his fifth year 

of active involvement with the DPAC. Supporting PAC outreach, parent 

engagement, and student well-being projects, Craig applies his experience in non-

profit leadership, strategic initiative development, and stakeholder engagement to 

his DPAC role. 

Meet the DPAC Executive 

Edward Ram, Vice President 

edward@dpac43.org 

Edward is a father of five children who are currently attending all levels of 

education from elementary through to post-secondary. He is passionate for public 

education in the district and attends every school board meeting as a 

representative of the DPAC. 

Paula Fowler, Treasurer 

paula@dpac43.org 

Paula is enjoying her third term as Treasurer for DPAC.  She has also had the 

opportunity to serve as DPAC Rep and President of her school’s PAC, as well as 

sitting on the BCCPAC Finance Committee and attending BCCPAC AGMs.  

Participating at each of the different levels of PACs has been a rewarding and 

educational experience.  Her son is often the first one to nominate her for any 

school volunteer position, so she knows how much he appreciates it! 

Irene Harrison, Secretary 

irene@dpac43.org 

Irene is a married mother of four boys.  Her two oldest sons are in grades 11 and 

12 at Swa’lkh School. Son number three is in grade nine at Riverside Secondary 

and her youngest son is in grade seven at Pitt River Middle.  Irene has been 

involved in all levels of PAC at her children’s schools for 10 ½ years, and she is 

currently DPAC Rep for Riverside and Chair and DPAC Rep for the Pitt River 

Middle PAC. 



 

Page 3 October 2015 

  

Charlie Loo, Newsletter/Website Editor 

charlie@dpac43.org 
 
Charlie is a father of two, the oldest in grade one at Glenayre and the youngest 
starting kindergarten next year.  An engineer by trade, Charlie also coaches his 
daughters’ soccer teams, and runs marathons, in addition to his DPAC role.  As 
DPAC Newsletter/Website Editor, Charlie’s focus will be in producing a regular 
newsletter and revamping/updating the DPAC website to make it more useful to 
the stakeholders in the district. 

Shari O’Neill, Parent Education Coordinator 

shari@dpac43.org 

 

Business Owner, married, and mother of two in School District 43, Shari is active 
in the community as an Amanda Todd Legacy Society Board Member and she is 
the Distributor for snapd Tri Cities BC community newspaper. Shari has been very 
active with her school PAC, and a former Member-at-Large with DPAC. Shari 
looks forward to bringing in special guest speakers to educate parents in our 
school community on various subjects, such as: social media concerns, embracing 
multi-culturalism, special needs children, children with learning disabilities, how 
school funding is spent, and grant writing.  

Teri Towner, PAC Communication Liaison 

teri@dpac43.org 
 
Teri is a mother of two middle school children, one in grade six and the other in 
grade eight.  When not engaged in local government activities, Teri, a newly-
elected Coquitlam City Councilor, photographs community events for the web and 
print publication snapd Tri Cities BC community newspaper and volunteers for a 
wide variety of community initiatives.  In her role as DPAC’s PAC Communications 
Liaison Teri will be keeping School District 43 parents up-to-date via social media 
channels.  Follow DPAC43 on Facebook and Twitter!   

 

Corrie Noble, Health and Safety (Traffic) 

corrie@dpac43.org 

 

Corrie attended all levels of school in School District 43 and is an active member 
of the Tri Cities Community. Corrie and his wife have lived in Coquitlam for over 40 
years and have one daughter, who is in grade five at Eagle Ridge Elementary.  
Corrie is in his second term as PAC Vice President at the school where he also 
served as PAC President.  He is also involved with the Traffic Program at Eagle 
Ridge and has been working very closely with ICBC, HasteBC and the City of 
Coquitlam on ways to improve traffic around our schools in the Tri Cities. 
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Nicole Darling, Member-at-Large 

Nicole@dpac43.org 

 

Nicole is mother to one son who is in grade four at Ranch Park Elementary 
School, where she is the PAC President.  When not volunteering at the school or 
other volunteer duties, you can find Nicole at the rink cheering on her son’s hockey 
team.  Nicole recently joined the DPAC in 2015 as a Member-at-Large where one 
of her tasks be to engage the local PACs as a support and resource liaison. 

Melissa Fisher, Member-at-Large 

melissa@dpac43.org 

 

Melissa is the mother of two. Her oldest is attending grade two this year at Eagle 
Ridge Elementary and her youngest will be attending Kindergarten next year. 
Melissa worked as a preschool teacher and daycare provider in North Vancouver. 
She moved out to the Tri Cities area seven years ago and is currently a stay-at- 
home mother and devoted member of her daughter’s school’s PAC. In her role as 
Member-at-Large with DPAC, Melissa is hoping to expand her knowledge and 
experience as well as network with other PACs in an attempt to promote and 
encourage more parent involvement within her community.   
 

Anna Taglasi, Member-at-Large 

anna@dpac43.org 

 

Anna is proud to be a Member-at-Large on the 2015/16 DPAC vibrant executive 
team. She's a mom of two busy boys, both in elementary school. Son Adam is in 
grade three, lives with type 1 Diabetes and loves to play football. Son Alex is in 
kindergarten and loves to play soccer. Anna is an active member of the community 
by volunteering at her sons' school, sports teams, JDRF, the Tri Cities Chamber of 
Commerce and as a snapd Tri Cities BC community newspaper photographer. In 
her day job, Anna and husband Tomas own ATA Plumbing Ltd, a small family 
plumbing business where she puts her professional business background to great 
use. Anna's goal this school year is to support the DPAC team and engage 
the School District 43 parent community. 
 
Dileep Devineni, Member-at-Large 

dileep@dpac43.org 

 

Dileep is a father of a son who is in kindergarten at Walton Elementary. Dileep is a 
CGA and a US CPA by profession. This is his first year at Walton PAC as a Co-
Website manager and at DPAC as a Member-at-Large.  His role at DPAC is to 
help with special projects. He believes in affordable quality education for every 
citizen. As a technology hobbyist, he focuses on staying ahead of new 
technologies. 
 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” 

-Nelson Mandela 
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What Does That Stand For? 
Making Sense of Acronyms  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABCDE Association of BC Deans of Education ECEBC Early Childhood Educators of BC 

ACEBC 
Association for Community Education in 
BC 

FOIPPA 
Freedom of Information & Protection of 
Privacy Act 

AGM Annual General Meeting FSA Foundation Skills Assessment 

BCCPAC 
BC Confederation of Parent Advisory 
Councils 

FTE Full Time Equivalent 

BCPSEA 
BC Public School Employers’ 
Association 

GAAP Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 

BCPVPA 
BC Principals’ & Vice-Principals’ 
Association 

IEP Individual Education Plan 

BCSSA BC School Superintendents’ Association IRP Integrated Resource Package 

BCSTA BC School Trustees Association KEV Cash management software for schools 

BCTC BC Teachers’ Council LDAC 
Learning Disabilities Association of 
Canada 

BCTF BC Teachers’ Federation LIF Learning Improvement Fund 

CAP Canadian Association of Principals LWB Learning Without Boundaries 

CAPP Career & Personal Planning MCFD 
Ministry for Children & Family 
Development 

CEA Canadian Education Association MDI Middle Development Instrument 

CHSF Canadian Home and School Federation MOE Ministry of Education 

CMEC Council of Ministers of Education NSBA National School Boards Association 

CPF Canadian Parents for French PAC Parent Advisory Council 

CSBA Canadian School Boards Association PEN Personal Education Number 

CTA Coquitlam Teachers Association PRO-D Professional Development 

CTF Canadian Teachers’ Federation SEA Special Education Assistant 

CUPE Canadian Union of Public Employees SEL Social Emotional Learning 

DASH 
Directorate of Agencies for School 
Health 

SLC Student Leadership Council 

DLT District Leadership Team SPC School Planning Council 

DPAC District Parent Advisory Council TOC Teacher on Call 

 

It’s happened to all of us: sitting in a meeting or listening to a presentation and the speaker starts using 
acronyms or jargon that we haven’t heard before and we’re left sitting there wondering what that four letter 
acronym stands for and why everyone in the room is laughing like it was the funniest joke they ever heard.  
In an effort to save you from laughing along with a joke you don’t get or nodding along sagely with everyone 
else while you quietly try to think of what that weird jumble of letters could stand for, we have assembled a 
list of common (and not-so-common) abbreviations and acronyms that you may encounter at a DPAC, 
School Board or other meeting where public education is discussed. 
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October 28, 2015 New Curriculum Overview Patricia Gartland/  
Paul McNaughton/ 
Jodie Wickens 

 

November 25, 2015 Budget 101 

Numeracy 

Mark Ferrari 

Gerald Shong 

 

January 27, 2016 Communicating Student Learning/ 

Framework for Enhancing Student Learning 

 

Reno Ciolfi 

February 24, 2016 Competencies – Profiles and Illustrations 

Assessment/FreshGrade/Parent Portal 

Reno Ciolfi 

Stephen Whiffin 

 

March 30, 2016 Early Learing/Literacy Paul McNaughton/ 
Andrea Hunter 

 

April 27, 2016 Social Emaotial Learning 

Well Ahead 

 

Self Regulation 

Rob Zambrano 

Rob Zambrano/Darren 
Macmillan 

Carey Chute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speakers at Upcoming DPAC Meetings 

November DPAC Meeting Guest Speakers 

Budget 101 

Mark Ferrari, Secretary Treasurer for School District 43 

Come get a crash course on what goes into creating the school district budget as Mark lifts the veil and 
gives a behind the scenes outline of the process.  He will also outline KEV; a new software being rolled out 
by the district that will simplify how schools manage their finances. 
 

Numeracy 

Gerald Shong, Assistant Superintendent for School District 43 

Beginning in September 2016, the province will be initiating a new Mathematics curriculum at the K-9 levels.  
The 10-12 curriculum will begin the following year.  This year, teachers are beginning preparation for the 
new curriculum and providing feedback on the 10-12 draft curriculum. Join Gerald as he provides an outline 
on this new curriculum. 


