
We would like to welcome Mr. Gangnes to the counselling department!  Mr. Gangnes worked as a high school 
counsellor at both Heritage Mountain Secondary and Port Moody Secondary.  We are excited to have Mr. 
Gangnes at Riverside! The counselling loads are currently distributed as follows: 
  
Mr. Gangnes              A – Fe     
Mrs. Chittenden          Fi - L     
Mrs.  Luddu                 M - R    
Mrs. Johal                   S – Z    
  
Scholarship Application Preparation 
Mrs. Chittenden is holding scholarship sessions on September 26th and 27th.  Sign up has been on her door in the 
counselling area.  The purpose of the first meetings are to explain the scholarship application process and to 
make students aware of scholarships that are now open. Students are responsible for doing their own research 
with the guidance of Mrs. Chittenden and Mrs. David (Career Resource Facilitator). At this time of year, it is a 
good idea for students to begin their research and to request reference letters. More information can be found on 
the Riverside Website; check out the Career Resource Center link and also the Counselling Department web 
page.  Stay tuned for Scholarship Session #2: Entrance Scholarships in January and Session #3: Local Scholar-
ships in April. 
  
Peer Tutor Support 
Tutors will soon be available for support in all academic areas and can meet with students outside of class time in 
a supervised location (counselling centre, classroom or school library). Tutor Request Forms are available on the 
school website and require both a student and parent email address. For the benefit of all, we ask that students 
commit to a minimum of 5 hours (over a number of days) before requesting a tutor. Contact your counsellor or 
Mr. Ford for more information. 
   
Post-Secondary School Applications 
Students should begin checking out application deadlines and confirming prerequisites for the schools of their 
choice. SFU and UBC have made big changes to their admission requirements.  Counsellors have been 
encouraging students to check the post-secondary websites since February. Douglas College will begin 
accepting on-line applications as of October 1st . Most BC universities expect on-line applications by January 31st; 
the UBC deadline is Jan. 15th.  Students wishing to be considered for Major Entrance Scholarships at UBC must 
apply by December 1st . Eastern universities have earlier deadlines, generally before Christmas, so it is important 
to start researching now. 
 Apply on-line to any BC post-secondary institution at: 
https://apply.educationplannerbc.ca/  
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October 10th 

Grade 12 Parent Night 

October  17th 

Interim Reports Distribution 

October 19th 

Professional Day (Provincial) 

October 24th 

Photo Re-takes 

October 29-30 Nov 1-2, 5-8 

Grad photo’s  

November 9th 

Professional Day (District) 

Grad Group Photo’s 

November 12th 

Remembrance Day—Stat 

November 14th 

Take Our Kids to Work Day—Gr. 9 

November 17th 

Winter Market Fundraiser 10—4 p.m. 

November 21st 

Parent/Teacher Interviews  2:30—6 p.m. 

Report cards handed out at interviews to 

parents/guardians only.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Bruneau 
Principal 

https://apply.educationplannerbc.ca/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=image+for+twitter&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=toNL_N_20xzwlM&tbnid=IfkNz4YOeXLSSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.informationweek.com%2Fgalleries%2Finternet&ei=A9sbUcv1POXbiwKVwYGgCA&bvm=bv.42261806,d.cGE&psig


Friday, September 
28th is  

Orange Shirt Day!  
 

www.orangeshirtday.org 
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 Important Upcoming Grade 12 Events 
 
September 26th & 27th – Scholarship session #1  Sign up on Mrs. Chittenden’s door 
 
October 4 – 9:00-11:00 in the Gym – Canadian University Event (50 Institutes attending)  Parents  
welcome 
 
October 4—6:30-8:00 pm Pinetree Secondary Canadian University Event (parents welcome) 
 
October 10th – Grade 12 Parent information night & resiliency presentation 6:30pm in gym (See flyer) 
 
October 11—9:30-11:00 in the Cafeteria – BC Post-Secondary Event (20 institutes from BC attending)  
 
October 22 – 3:15-4:15 in the Library – UBC 
 
November 5 – 11:45 am in room 213 – SFU Beedie School of Business 
 
November 7 – 7:00-8:30 Heritage Woods Secondary—only school hosting McGill University 
 
November 20 – 3:10 in the Library – University of Alberta 

 
PSAT Announcement 
  
Students who may be planning to attend a college or university in the United States, or may possibly play 
athletics at SFU, are encouraged to write the PSAT in preparation to write the SAT.  The SAT is required 
for students attending post-secondary in the States, and because SFU athletics participate in the NCAA 
the SAT is a requirement for their athletes. 
  
The PSAT is identical to the SAT format, but is intended for students in grade 11.  However, grade 10 
students, and grade 12s who have not previously written the PSAT are also invited to register.  Students 
will receive a very detailed summary of how they performed on the test along with suggestions on where 
they need to improve in preparation for the SAT.  See Mrs. Johal in the counselling department for infor-
mation.   
 
2018/2019 Language Challenge Exam 
  
Students must complete an application on-line, print it, and bring the completed application form to the 
school counsellor. A $50 cheque (which will be refunded when the test is written) should be included with 
the application along with a photo. International students will include a check for $155 which is non-
refundable and a photo.   
  
The application can be found on-line at: 
https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/schools/secondary/challenge-exams/ 
  
Completed application forms must be given to your counsellor by October 17th. The challenge 
exams will be held January 2019. 
  
*Note: UBC will no longer accept a challenge exam 12 mark for admission average purposes. It is 
the student’s responsibility to check post-secondary admission requirements. 

 
S TRIPS 
 
Each year, an outside company approaches secondary school students about spring break trips known 
as “S Trip” to various locations.  These trips are not authorized by the school or the school district 
and we do not, in any way, endorse our students participating in them.  Parents considering letting 
their child go on a trip sponsored by this organization may wish to ask questions about adult supervision, 
access to alcohol during the trip, and school time that may or may not be missed.  As in the past, we are 
including this information in our newsletter for information purposes for parents.  Ultimately, it is up to 
parents to decide whether they wish to have their child participate, with the understanding that the school 
and district are not responsible in any way for these trips. 

 

PARENT TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences will 

be held on November 21st from 

2:30 until 6:00 p.m. Report cards 

will be handed out at the 

interviews. Students will be 

dismissed at 1:05 on that day. 

Teachers will be available in the 

gymnasium on a first come first 

served basis. We look forward to 

seeing you there.  

 

Report cards that are not picked 

up at the conference will be 

distributed the following morning 

in RAP. 

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/schools/secondary/challenge-exams/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwju58GrhdfdAhWPCDQIHYIQBG0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangeshirtday.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3uuY4B0AaUy2eVWic6RzIc&ust=1537995353623704
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Welcome International Students! 
 
 
Welcome to the many new international students studying at Riverside this year! We had a  Wel-
come orientation on Wednesday Sept. 12 to introduce our administrators, counselors, youth 
workers and EAL teachers. Morning tutorials run on Day 2 from 8:00 a.m. in room 209 by Ms. 
Lotter. This is a great way to stay connected and get extra support! These past few weeks stu-
dents have been busy with digital bootcamps. Students have set up their own Edublog, ac-
cessed their teachers’ websites and learned how to submit assignments. Some EAL courses 
have been renamed this year and students have been notified of these changes.  

There will be several upcoming events and field-trips so stay tuned!  

Multicultural club meets at lunch on Thursdays in room 214 with Ms. Gachallan and Ms. Joon 
and Anime club meets Tuesdays at lunch in Room 101 with Mr. Mietzker.  

The best way to stay connected is to get involved! 

Page 4 



Page 5 

REMINDER TO PARENT(s)/GUARDIAN(s) 
 

If you have not completed the list of important forms below that were handed out to students on September 4 th, 2018 
please complete the forms and return them to the office in the next few days.   
 

Individual student fees statement (Fees to be submitted on line refer to our August newsletter 
for details) 
Student Activity Fees - $45.00 (+ yearbook and/or workbook fees if applicable) 

Individual Personal Information Verification forms - please check that all information is current and accurate, make any 
necessary changes, and return to the school. 

Riverside Secondary Daily Physical Activity Intent form 
 

See www.sd43.bc.ca/school/riverside/  Parents—Forms  for the electronic forms  
 
       School Policies and Permission Forms (eForms) 

 * District and School Code of Conduct 
 * Internet Use – Informed Consent form and Photographs/Names publication permission 
 * School Notices Consent 
 
Emergency Release Form (eForms) printed and returned to office 
 
Medical alert form (only if applicable) (eForms) 

Medical Alert forms must be completed every year for students with any  
Medical Alert(s).   Also a request for the administration of medication form is to be completed every year 
and be signed by a physician. 

 
Reporting Student Absences 
A reminder to either call in to the office directly at 604-941-6053 or do an on line absence report for attendance on our 
Riverside home page and click on the absence report tab if your student is going to be away. Please include the specific 
blocks in the “reason box” if they will not be away all day.    

PLEASE USE THE ABOVE 2 METHODS TO REPORT YOUR STUDENT’S ABSENCE 
If your student will be needing early dismissal or will be late to school, please let us know the time they will need to leave 
or will arrive and remind them to sign out/in at the office.   

Thank you for your help with this important tasks.   

G18 Legacy  
 
Riverside's graduating class of 2018 has created 
a positive legacy for themselves by raising 
$306.80 for SHARE Family and Community Ser-
vices.  Graduands did a coin toss into the R'Side 
wishing well as they crossed the stage during 
their commencement ceremony on June 24 at 
SFU.  They chose SHARE Family and Community 
Services as their local charitable organization 
because they felt it would benefit the most 
people within the Port Coquitlam community.  
Many thanks to all the friends and family who 
came out to support our graduands. 
Ms. Chin 
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Riverside Math Department to Coordinate “Take Our Kids to Work”  2018 
 

On Wednesday, November 14th, the Riverside Math Department will coordinate Take Our Kids To Work (TOKTW) pro-
gram.  Take Our Kids to Work™ is The Learning Partnership’s signature program, now in its 24th year, that provides 
Grade nine students with the opportunity to experience and learn about the world of work as they begin to explore possi-
ble career paths. Research suggests that today’s students will have multiple careers over the span of their working 
years. They will need to master both new technologies and complex social and organizational systems. They will also 
need to be prepared with the educational tools and experiences that will be necessary to succeed in tomorrow's work-
place.  All grade 9 students will spend a day at work with their parent, relative or friend of the family.  Students will then 
be asked to complete a reflection sheet based on their experience that day. Grade 9 math teachers will be responsible 
for distributing and collecting permission forms. TOKTW link: http://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/what-we-do/student-
programs/take-our-kids-to-work 

One Enchanted Evening 
 
Last year’s Grad has passed and now you may have an opportunity to make someone else's 
Grad special next year!  If your daughter graduated recently,  we would appreciate the do-
nation of her dress, shoes and/or purse to the Enchantment Project.  You will be sup-
porting a student who is in need, attend their Grad in style. 
 
If you are interested in more information or donating items please contact:  

theenchantmentproject@live.ca 
 
Thank you! 

Riverside Art students are collaborating with PoCo Artist in Residence, Aurelia 
Bizouard, to paint a 38 foot mural on the new building in Lions Park.  Take a walk in 
the park and check out the new mural. 

ART NEWS 

http://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/what-we-do/student-programs/take-our-kids-to-work
http://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/what-we-do/student-programs/take-our-kids-to-work
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Riverside is hosting our annual Terry Fox School Run on Thursday, September 27th. Our goal is to raise $4500! 
Students can donate in their afternoon class, complete pledge forms, or collect online donations through 
http://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/give-to-a-student/ When making a donation to Riverside Secondary’s Terry 
Fox Run, in “additional info” please indicate the grade of the student that you are supporting. We are having a 
grade-to-grade fundraising competition! All online donations and pledge forms need to be in by Wednesday, 
October 10th. Thanks for helping us make a difference for cancer research and supporting the dream of our 
hometown hero! 

Careers & Conversations 
 

Parent Volunteers Needed! 
 
When:    Thursday October 25th 
Needed:  Volunteers who do interesting/unusual/not  
   necessarily known jobs to come to Riverside 
 
Do you work in a “cool” or non-traditional job? We are hoping you would be willing to help some fantastic kids at 
Riverside Secondary. On Thursday October 25th, (Library and Planning) will be hosting a Careers & Conversa-
tions Event. Grade 10 planning students will have an opportunity to meet and chat with people like you who work in 
positions that aren’t typical or traditional. Or perhaps you might be a person who got to where you are in an inter-
esting way?  Sometimes motivation for learning can come from a hobby or activity students do outside of school 
and sometimes it can come from a desire to follow a particular career path. We want people like you from all dif-
ferent backgrounds & careers to try and peak student interest, provide motivation and hopefully inspire our stu-
dents. Students will also then have the opportunity to practice important communication skills. We also know that 
our students might be creating the jobs that they will be doing so they are going to need to know what it means 
to be innovative, a trailblazer or a discoverer, just like you.  
 
What would you have to do? Before then event we would get a little description of your job to give to students 
before the event. Then, on Thursday October 25th, you would come to Riverside Secondary in Port Coquitlam 
from 8:45 to 11:45. You’ll wear a descriptive name tag, enjoy a beverage and then mill around and answer kids’ 
questions. No presentations, no cue cards, just talk to kids about what you do, why you love it and how you got to 
do this job. Our students will be practicing important communication & networking skills to ask interesting ques-
tions, like how to introduce themselves and to actually engage in a meaningful conversation.  
 
If you can participate please email shenderson@sd43.bc.ca (teacher-librarian). You really could be a game-
changer for one of our students.  

TERRY FOX RUN 2018 

http://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/give-to-a-student/
mailto:shenderson@sd43.bc.ca
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IMPORTANT STUDENT SAFETY REMINDER REGARDING FIREWORKS AND FIRECRACKERS 

At this time of year, we inevitably deal with incidents involving fireworks and firecrackers at school.  We believe it is im-

portant to remind all students that possession of fireworks and firecrackers by minors is illegal and therefore contravenes 

the school district Code of Conduct.  Students found to be selling or in possession of fire-

works and firecrackers at school will be sent home on suspension.   

At Riverside Secondary, we believe that we need to deal with the issue of illegal sales of fire-

works to underage students and we are taking steps to address this issue within our community.  

We appreciate your support, as parents, in doing what you can to ensure that your child is not 

bringing fireworks or firecrackers to school.  By working together, we hope to provide the safest 

possible environment for our students.  Thank you for your assistance with this matter.   

FIREWORKS & THE LAW IN PORT COQUITLAM 

• Sales of all fireworks are banned within the City of Port Coquitlam 
• You need a permit to set off fireworks in Port Coquitlam.  Application must be made in person at the Tax Office at 

Port Coquitlam City Hall (2580 Shaughnessy St.) 
• You must be at lease age 18 to handle or use fireworks 
• Fireworks can only be discharged in certain places: 
• On private property, with the occupant’s consent, and 
• At a public event run by a public body or society, with written permission. 
 
For more information about local fireworks regulations and Halloween safety call 
 604 927-5466 or visit www.PORTCOQUITLAM.CA 

As we approach Halloween, we would like to remind students that although we encourage creativity in how students choose to 

dress up for school-related Halloween activities, the expectation is that costumes worn will be appropriate for a school set-

ting.  Students who choose to wear costumes representing anything sexual in nature, glorifying drugs or alcohol, or which are too 

revealing will result in the student being asked to remove or cover the costume. We also request that students be thoughtful about 

the adoption or use of elements of one culture by members of another culture as cultural appropriation is seen by some as contro-

versial, particularly when a Halloween costume is attempting to portray stereotypes or show lack of respect for someone else’s 

culture. 
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The Outdoor Education program and the Riverside Outdoor Club have 
many backpacking trips planned this year and often have students that 
do not have the necessary gear to participate.  If  you have any sleeping 
bags, sleeping pads or hiking boots that you’d be willing to part with, 
please drop off  at the office.   

Outdoor Education comes to Riverside!   

Post-Secondary School Applications 
Students should begin checking out application deadlines 
for the schools of their choice.  Douglas College will begin 
accepting on-line applications as of October 1st,  SFU is 
October 1st and UBC is now open for applications. Most 
BC University application deadlines are February 28th  
with the exception of UBC which is January 15th.   Eastern 

Universities have earlier deadlines, generally before Christmas, so it is important 
to start researching now.  Students wishing to be considered for Major Entrance 
Scholarships at SFU must apply by January 15th and UBC by December 1st 

 

Post Secondary Institute Visits  
On October 4th from 9:00 am – 11:00 am Canadian Post Secondary Institutes (in 
the gym) and on October 11th, 9:30 am—11:00 am BC Post Secondary Institutes 
(in the theatre) will be here to present to Grade 11 and 12 students.  Parents are 
welcome to attend as well.  Please listen to announcements for more details to 
follow.   
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Peer Tutor Support    
 
Tutors will soon be available for academic support and can meet with students after 
school in the Library. (Grade 9 and 10 students will be given priority). Tutor Request 
Forms are available on the school website and require both a student and parent email 
address. For the benefit of all, we ask that students commit to a minimum of 5 after-
school sessions.  

 

Contact Mr. Shane Ford for more information sford@sd43.bc.ca.    

Orlando EDventure 2019 
“The grade 10 students have been selected for 
the Orlando EDventure 2019!  This will be the 
15th Annual Science trip and it will certainly be 
an amazing tour.  Well, not really a tour”!  This 
8 day EDventure is with a selected group of 
students who will spend the mornings in Sci-

ence lessons at NASA, Disney, & Universal parks.  After the clas-
ses with park interns, they get to ride on some of the best rides 
and see fantastic shows.  It started at Riverside and now several 
secondary schools in our district are copying us.  The trip is so 
well organized that everyone talks about it for years.  So, grade 9 
students, be sure to do well and apply in May for the 2020 trip!” 
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