
 
 
 

Ranch Park Elementary PAC 
 General Meeting @ 7:00pm  

Minutes:   Tuesday, November 6, 2018 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions 
 
Attendees: Cheryl Cruickshank, Laura Williams, Debbie Joyce, Eleni Robinson, Mariangelica Leanza, 
Carol Dingley, Karen Pyne, Melisa Luongo, Jaymie Nelson, Horst Brunsch, Rob Killawee 

 
2. Approval of October 2018 GM Minutes 

Motion to approve October minutes:  Carol Dingley, Second – Debbie Joyce 
All in favour – CARRIED 

 
3. Principal’s Report: prepared by Rob Killawee 

 
See principal's report at Appendix A. 

BOKS:  BOKS program at Ranch Park recognized as first BOKS program in Canada. 
 
Website:  SD43 has repaired PAC area of website so PAC tab/link is now available. 
 
Gingerbread houses:  Approximately half of the cost for the gingerbread houses was paid for by the 
PAC.  A suggestion was made to put this fact in the PAC weekly newsletter. 
 
Christmas hampers:  Mr. Killawee noted that Ranch Park will be supporting needy families at 
Christmas. 
 

4. President’s Report: presented by Debbie Joyce 
 
See president's report at Appendix B. 
 
Grade 5 bake sale:  Approximately $500 was made at the bake sale. 
 
Budding artists:  Debbie will send out a reminder about ordering. A discussion ensued regarding 
whether the artwork can be more individual.  It was noted that we leave it up to each teacher as it is 
part of their curriculum so we cannot direct it too much.  However, we could maybe suggest one 
theme for the pictures rather than all identical pictures. 
 
Munch a Lunch (MAL):  Carol suggested that there be instructions for MAL so more parents use it.  
Debbie and Jaymie will draft instructions for the forms.  Mr. Killawee suggested using a QR code to 
take you directly to the link. 
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Marquee sign:  Carol noted that marquee signs get very expensive once you add glass but said that 
Port Moody Elementary's sign has no glass and is only held on by a few screws.  Carol will reach out 
to parent community, and on Facebook page, to see if someone has a marquee sign they can donate. 
 
Pancake breakfast:  Heather Wilson is running the breakfast.  Debbie has approached vendors to 
ask for donations.  Debbie will call Santa to confirm his attendance. 
 
Playground improvements:  Debbie Joyce, Carol Dingley and Rob Killawee met with the SD43 
grounds person regarding making our playgrounds safe and age appropriate.  For the upper 
playground, Habitat (an approved SD43 supplier) is very expensive, but the SD43 grounds person 
suggested Tech-Deck to refurbish the upper playground.  It was noted that playground replacement or 
upgrades is too big for a PAC project.  It needs to be a separate committee driven by the entire school 
community, not just the PAC.  In the new year, we need to plan for setting up a meeting for a 
playground committee and project.  Rob Killawee also said he spoke to someone at Walton 
Elementary and that they have a corporate sponsored playground. 
 
Outdoor classroom:  Regarding moving the picnic tables to a better location, we need to get SD43 to 
do an assessment of the area, but can put tables directly on ground.  A "long house" is available from 
Habitat to cover the area and it is ok if it is wood as per the SD43 contact.  Rob Killawee will bring up 
the outdoor classroom at the next staff meeting for input. 
 
Other items:  Parking lot safety and road crossing safety was discussed.  It was noted that the ramp 
to lower parking lot needs sweeping.  Rob Killawee will check into this.  Also, Horst volunteered to 
help set up and organize shelves for the PAC room. 
 

5. Vice President's Report: presented by Carol Dingley 
 
Carol suggested buying a lighting system for the school so it can be on hand for any photo taking 
needs.  Carol will source it out.  She estimated it should be less than $300 for two lights and an 
umbrella. 
 

6. Treasurer's Report: presented by Mariangelica Leanza 
 
Format:  Marian Leanza noted that she added a column for "Budget available". 
 
ORFF:  Debbie will check with Heather Wilson to see if the ORFF instruments have been ordered. 
 
Emergency supplies:  A query was made regarding the budget amount.  It was noted that the 
amount changes each year as we assess what replacements are needed. 
 
Marian also noted that it is a rolling budget so it can be changed from month to month. 
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7. DPAC Report:  
 

At the DPAC meeting the main item discussed was the report card review committee findings. 
 

8. Fundraising Report:  presented by Karen Pyne 
 
Coquitlam Express:  Tickets are due November 8th. 
 
Family movie night:  Movie will be Boss Baby on November 23rd.  Debbie will order the pizza.  There 
will also be frozen yogurt. 
 
Poinsettias:  Orders are due November 16th.  The plants will be received November 29th. 
 
Budding artists:  The orders need to be sorted when they come in. 
 
Cineplex movie tickets:  Another fundraiser prior to Christmas. 
 
It was noted that there is currently a lot of fundraising going on all at once.  It was suggested to put all 
the fundraisers in one notice so as not to overwhelm parents. 
 
Hockey tickets fundraiser:  It was decided to do this again in February or March as it was a big 
money maker last year (~$1,500). 
 
Plants vs. Seeds fundraiser:  It was agreed by PAC members present to only do a bedding plants 
fundraiser instead of selling seeds. 
 
Scholastics book fair:  Jaymie Nelson noted that we had $3,200 in net sales which means about 
$2,200 in new books for the school. 
 
Munch a Lunch (MAL):  Jaymie noted that it would be easier if we know what is coming up for 
fundraisers well in advance because she has to send a note to MAL support once it is opened up to 
parents to order.  We can also potentially make more money if parents have more time to order.  
Pictures are also helpful for MAL. 
 

9. Grade 5 Committee Report 
 

So far approximately $1,200 has been made through fundraising.  The year end event has not been 
determined yet because the choices have not gone out to the kids yet.  Cheryl Cruickshank voiced 
concerns over there being too many grade 5 fundraising events. 
 

10. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00p.m. 



APPENDIX A 
 

Principal’s Report  

PAC Meeting: November 2018  

  
“Every Child, Every Day, Every Opportunity to Learn, Lead and Succeed.”  

  
1. Information and activities:  

• School Goals and Programs  
• Multi-Age Connection – Family Groups   
• Core Competencies – Six Cedars  
• Charles Best Partnership – Community Rocks, PE Classes, BOKS  
• BOKS  - recognition as first BOKS program in Canada  
• Big Brothers  
• Spring Arts Program  

  
• Provincial and District Information:  

• Report Cards – November 30th  
  

• Remembrance Day  
  
• Website  
  

• Projects  
    
2. October in Review:  

• Halloween  
• Skating   
• Volleyball  

  
3. Calendar of events – see attached sheet  

• December – Christmas Concert, Santa, and more  
  

4. Others:  
  

 



APPENDIX B 
 
 

4) PRESIDENT’S REPORT NOV 6th, 2018 

 

We had an eventful Pumpkin carving night.  In total we purchased 80 pumpkins from Superstore (80 x 
$2.47 = $197.60) and they donated 20 more.  Laity farm donated 50.  We sold over 80 pumpkins on the 
night of the event and made a profit of approx. $200.  Next year we may want to consider only purchasing 
or asking for donations of 100 pumpkins.  It’s hard to estimate how many we will need each year.  Tara 
Caldwell had quoted a minimum of 100 with advice to plan for an additional 25.  We used newspapers 
spread on the tables (thanks to Rob Killawee) and this worked well to eliminate garbage.  A few people 
were able to take home a bag of compostable pumpkin/newspaper to their personal compost bins.  We 
sprayed and wiped down the tables afterwards.  The grade 5 bake sale this same night was a hit! 

We have received the artwork order forms for the Budding Artists program.   Orders are due by Nov 15th.  
So far everything has been on time and the only complaint is that one student in Ms Wong’s class had 
another student’s artwork on her order sheet.  I have contacted Maria at budding artists and she has made 
the correction on the order sheet.  As of yesterday she had 12 orders.  

Erica and I were thinking of holding a draw for a “free hot lunch” to one lucky winner at the next hot 
lunch for any one placing an order through MAL.  We are finding lots of paper orders are still coming in 
and we would like encourage people to order through MAL.  Other ideas?? 

Marquee sign has been put on hold until we make a decision about the price with glass cover/vs no cover.  
Or perhaps have a parent come forward who might know someone who has access to these signs or would 
like to donate one? 

We have a lot of events happening now until Christmas with our biggest event being Santa pancake 
breakfast on Dec 7th.    

We are hoping to sponsor a family this Christmas.  Rob will determine which family is in most need and 
then we can proceed.  It should be kept anonymous.  When should we present it to the family? 

We have not been able to proceed on upgrades to the playground at this point.  Carol, Rob and I met with 
District 43’s superintendent who is in charge of playgrounds.  We had lots of discussion about safety and 
what could be done to make our playgrounds not only safer but also age appropriate (upper playground).  
Ultimately it comes down to finances and we just don’t have enough to make a huge change to the 
playground.  We are considering upgrades to the existing upper main structure (ie lowering the monkey 
bar height, replacing worn landing decks, replacing the slide, etc… but once we start with one thing then 
we have to ensure the entire system is up to code)…  The existing equipment is from “TECH-DECK” I 
believe and perhaps we could contact the company (if it still exists) to see if they have extra replacement 
parts.  Habitat is very pricey!  This is a huge undertaking and personally I can help if someone is able to 
lead this.   

We have decided to hold off on ordering new benches at the front for the time being as there was a 
suggestion to move our existing picnic tables from our “outdoor classroom” to strategic spots on school 
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property (one being placed at front by the road).  And we are considering a “LONG House” purchased 
from Habitat ($20,000 plus tax and installation) that would then be considered our “outdoor classroom”. 

The PAC room is a mess and Carol donated shelves to help organize.  Anyone available to help set them 
up and help me organize?? 

 


