English 9 – Course Outline
Port Moody Secondary	Mr. Roberts
300 Albert Street	Room 317
Port Moody, B.C., V3H 2M5	Office: English Office South
(604) 939-6656	Email: eroberts@sd43.bc.ca

The aim of this course is to provide students with opportunities for personal and intellectual growth through speaking, listening, reading, viewing, writing, and representing to make meaning of the world and to prepare them to participate effectively in all aspects of society.
Language is fundamental to thinking, learning, and communicating in all cultures. The skilled use of language is associated with many opportunities in life, including further education, work, and social interaction. As students come to understand and use language more fully, they are able to enjoy the benefits and pleasures of language in all its forms, from reading and writing to literature, theatre, public speaking, film, and other media. They also come to understand language as a human system of communication – dynamic and evolving, but also systematic and governed by rules.

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever.” ― Mahatma Gandhi

[image: http://www.schnitt.de/_images/filme/dangerous_minds.jpg]English 9 and the New Curriculum:
Our Grade 9 English class will be focusing on Literary Studies and Creative Writing.  While English will maintain a similar structure, focusing on Curricular Competencies, Content, and Big Ideas, the flexibility of the areas of study and integration of analytical writing support “teachers and students wanting to organize learning through interdisciplinary inquiries that focus on project-based learning, problem-based learning, or learning through design”, as per ministry guidelines. 
For more information please refer to BC’s English Language Arts curriculum overview: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/introduction

Course Weighting
50% of the grade will be writing as that will be our major focus for the course. The rest will be made up of our coursework like tests, quizzes, journals and projects as well as things we do for homework and such. 











Course Breakdown
	English 9 
Course Breakdown
	Work
	Work’s Author
	Work’s Genre

	
	Short Stories
	Various
	Fiction – Short

	
	The Absolutely True Diary
	Sherman Alexie
	Fiction - Novel

	
	Individually Chosen Novel
	Various
	Fiction or Non-Fiction

	
	Poetry Selection
	Various
	Poetry

	
	A Midsummer Night’s Dream
	William Shakespeare
	Drama

	
	Movie and TV Clips, Adverts, Talks, Music, etc.
	Various
	Media

	
	Current events & Reports
Editorials & Biographies
	Various
	Various












Classroom Expectations
The following are the essentials for getting the most out of the course and will influence your work habit grade:
1.  Arrive on time and prepared to work.
2.  Participate fully and positively.
· Maintain an open mind and a positive attitude.  Be ready to listen, learn and share your ideas.
· You will be expected to participate by working individually and with others.
3.  Always put in your best effort
· All assignments, large or small, are important and will “count”.
· Assignments are expected in on time. The course timeline and due dates are for you and me; they spread the workload around for all of us, ensuring you get feedback at appropriate times for further assignments.
4.  Show courtesy and respect at all times.
· RESPECT yourself, your teachers and your classmates.
· Listen actively to whomever is speaking – another student, me, the announcements, etc.  We all have the right to be heard and therefore it is imperative that we do not call out over others.
5. Electronic Devices
· Use them responsibly. What I am saying and what you are doing deserves your full attention.
· Music players must be off prior to entering my classroom, earbuds removed etc.
5.  Don’t be absent!  But if you are…don’t be absent!
· It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed.
6.  You are responsible for your own learning…and I am here to help!
· I am available for questions, discussions etc. – drop by the classroom, the English office or email me.
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