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Introduction: WHAT DO YOU KNOW ALREADY?
We use news to learn about and to understand what is going on in the world.  However, it is important that we learn about bias. What is bias? 
	 


 
Why is it important that we are aware of bias with our news sources? 
	 


 
WAYS TO DETECT BIAS (from mediasmarts.ca) 
Part 1.  CONSIDER WHERE THE NEWS COMES FROM.   
Site one: Who is the author of https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/8-glasses-of-water-per-day  and what are his/her qualifications?  
	 


 
Is the information in this site believable?  How does the author support his/her claims? 
	 


 
Site two: Who is the author of  https://www.webmd.com/diet/features/6-reasons-to-drink-water#1  and what are his/her qualifications?  
	 


 
Is the information in this site believable?  How does the author support his/her claims? 
	 


 
Site three: Who is the author of
http://www.med.umich.edu/1libr/Gyn/ObgynClinic/8GlassesWaterMyth.pdf and what are his/her qualifications?   
	 


 
Is the information in this site believable?  How does the author support his/her claims? 
	 


 
 
Which of these websites is the most reliable and why?   
	
 


 
Which is the least reliable and why?   
	 
 


 
 
Part 2. THINK ABOUT THE PHOTOS, CAPTIONS, AND CAMERA ANGLES 
Watch the following video:
Heart-Wrenching Video: Starving Polar Bear on Iceless Land | National Geographic
 
[image: Video web content titled: Heart-Wrenching Video: Starving Polar Bear on Iceless Land | National Geographic]

Now, play it again without sound.  What are some of the ways the producer gains sympathy for the bear. 
	 


 
 
Watch this second video:
What everybody got wrong about that starving polar bear video
 
[image: Video web content titled: What everybody got wrong about that starving polar bear video]
 
How are the choices different in this video?  What is the effect?  Is it effective?
	 


 
Part 3. BIAS THROUGH SELECTION AND OMISSION 
A journalist can express a bias by choosing to use or not to use a specific news item.  Within a given story, some details can be ignored, and other included, to give readers a different opinion about the events reported.   
 
Bias through omission (leaving out specific details) is difficult to detect.  Only by comparing news reports from a wide variety of outlets can this form of bias be observed.   
 
Go to: http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/what-everybody-got-wrong-about-that-viral-video-of-a-starving-polar-bear 
 
What does this article say about how the bear might have died?   
	 


 
Why would this make a difference?  
	 


 
 
Part 4. CONSIDER WORD CHOICE AND TONE 
A.  Place the words or phrases into the correct column:   
 
skinny / slim,     thrifty / cheap,         loss /near-win,     
  
climate change / global warming,      hoax / joke   
 
	A positive spin (+) 
	A negative spin (-) 

	 
 
 
 
 
	 



B.  What are some of the “loaded” words or phrases in the text below? 
	 


  
National Geographic reported the following:
Video shows the polar bear clinging to life, its white hair limply covering its thin, bony frame. One of the bear’s back legs drags behind it as it walks, likely due to muscle atrophy. Looking for food, the polar bear slowly rummages through a nearby trashcan used seasonally by Inuit fishers. It finds nothing and resignedly collapses back down onto the ground. 
(Source: https://www.snopes.com/starving-polar-bear-viral/)  
 
 


Part 5.  CONSIDER THE WORDS USED IN A HEADLINE/TITLE  
Skim the following titles and notice what jumps out at you:
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Highlight the headline climate change supporters would like best. 
 
What do the other headlines suggest about the original posting of the video?  
	 


 


Part 6. CONSIDER THE WORDING ASSOCIATED WITH STATISTICS  
A.  Place the words or phrases into the correct column:   
·  more than 900 people attended the event /  fewer than 1000 people showed up at the event 
· close to 50% of the population /  less than 50% of the population 
	A positive spin (+) 
	A negative spin (-) 

	 
	 
 
 
 
 


 
Part 7. BE AWARE OF PLACEMENT 
Why do you think websites want to be listed first in a search or stories listed on the front page of a newspaper?   
 
	
 


 
Part 8. SELF-REFLECTION ON THE CRITICAL THINKING COMPETENCY
Read the table below. Select one of the "I can" statements, and write it below. Provide some examples of evidence to support your "I can" statement"
 
	I can … 

	Evidence of this …
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What everybody got wrong about that viral video of a starving polar bear
‘nationalpost.com > News > Canada

3 days ago - Dubbed the Face of Clmate Changs, a sarving polar bear photographed i Canada's
Arctc might have nothing o do vith cimate change

‘Your Questions About Our Starving Polar Bear Video Answered
hitps/inews.nationalgeographic.comy../starving-polar-bear-video-climate-change-spd... ¥

3 days ago - Our video of a dying polar bear has gone viral. Here's what we know about s fate and
how s related to climate change.

The viral photo of a starving polar bear might be dying of cancer, not ...
e slate.com.. the_viral_pholo_of a_starving_polar_bear_might_be. dying_of_c...

3 days ago - Cimate change s cetiny Kiling polar bears, but his photo may ust dapitdsease.
can sl hep us btter understand what' a stake. B Eleanor Cummins
171211_SCI_SkinnyPolarBear Whi it can be hard to stomach, never mind witness, animals starve
1o death all the time for a milin diferent

FACT CHECK: Does a Viral Video Show a Polar Bear Starving to Death?
Ditps /v Snopes. comstarving-polar-bear-viral »

Glaim: A vidso shared widely in Dacember 2017 shows a polar bear starving to death on Baff Isand
in the Canadian Arctic

Claimed by: Natonal Geographic

Fact check by Snopes com: TRUE

Heart-Wrenching Video: Starving Polar Bear on Iceless Land - YouTube
Ditps;/www.youtube comwatch?v=_JnaVNJb3ag

3 days ago - Uploaded by National Geographic

“This is what climate change looks ike. This starving polar bear was spotted by
National Geographic

Viral video of emaciated polar bear may not be what it seems, Nunavut ..
VA CDC Ca.. VifalVideo-of-emaialed-polar-bear-may-nol-be-what AL Seems-nunavi...

3 days ago - A viral video of  starving polar bear rummaging through garbage in search offood
isn't necessarily the result of climate change, says local man who monitors the animals.

GUNTER: The starving polar bear story was agenda driven | Toronto ...
‘torontosun.com/opinion.../gunter-the-starving-polar-bear-story-was-agenda-driven

2 days ago - A polar bear st slong the shore of Hudson Bay near Churchil, Man. on No. 7.
2007 Jonathan Hayward / The Canadian Press / Fie. Thank goodnsss National Geographic had a
‘team of photographers in Nunavut this summer to record the one and only time a polar bear ever
‘starved to death. Well, maybe
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Set of Profiles: Critical Thinking Competency

These prfiledescriptons include th thee faetsthat underpn the rtical hinking Competency: analyze and crtique, question and
investigate, and develop and design. The three facets are interrelated and are embedded within the profile descriptions, which are
‘witten from a student’s point of view.

PROFILE

1 Ican explore.
I can explore materiaks and actons. | canshow f ke something ornot.

1can use evidence to make simple jdgments.

9 lcan askquestons, makepredicions, and use mysenses 0 gaternfomain. | canexplor with  punpose i i and use what
eam. | an el o show something about mytinking. | can contribute to and use simple aitera. | can find some evidence and
make jodgments.

| can ask questions and consider options. | can use my observations, experience, and imagination to draw condusions and

O 3 i
1 ask pen-nded questions, explor, ahes fornatin, nd xpernent purpescuy o develo optons | can o o
e i o hervaion, cxpesice, o e oo ke e,k e e
1 desibe oy thikigand e s g,

1 an gather and combine new evidence with what | already know to develop reasoned concusions, judgments, o plans.

@ 4 1n e vt inowandtsee o eny probkmsan sk uestions.| an e ond engogewith s nd s
1 consider more than one way toproceed and make chokes based on my reasoning and what | am trying todo. | an develop.
or adapt riteria, chec nformation, assess mytinking, and develop reasoned concusions, jdgmens, or plns.

1 can evaluate and use well-chosen evidence o develop interpretations;dentify alematives, perspectives, and impiatons; and
make jodgments. | can examine and djust my thinking.

@ 5 'onk osiomdofirmens, cocusons s mepreaons sppedby e oot e g L
fexile and open-minded; | can explain more than one prspective and consider impicatons. | can gather, selct, evalate, and
synthesize information. | can consider ltemative approaches and make stategc choics. | an akersks and recogize that
1may ot be immediatly successfl. | canexamine my thinking, seek feedback,reassess my work, and adjust.

1 can examine evidencefrom various perspectives o anayze and make wellsupparted judgments and ntrpretation about
complexssues.

)6 ST e e e e
conclsions. | can consider views that do not it with my beles. | am apen-minded and patent,taking the ime to expore,
discover, and understand. | can make chcestht wil help me reatemyintended impact on an aucience r situaton. | an
place my work an that ofothers i a broader context. | can comnect theresults of my nquires and analyses 10 action.
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