Faye Brownlie Book Club Meetings

‘Tease, tantalize, but don’t spill the beans.’  Faye Brownlie

Overview of the meetings 
· students read lots at their own pace

· lots of oral language
· many books to choose from

· book talks first

· students choose their own book

· model the focus group strategy the week before

Each week, a teacher meets with a group of students reading the same book.  Students prepare for the meeting the week before.  The following strategies are also connected to journal entries.  Each meeting, use one of the following strategies:

· say something

· pick a passage

· interesting words

· social issues explored
· favourite character

· quote and questions

· hot seat

While students meet in the discussion groups, the remainder of the class will be doing independent work which can include the following activities:

Double sided journals:

· passage—why is it important

· predictions

· connections

· enduring understandings/themes
· story board

· setting representation

· info about the author

· discussion predictions/summaries

· feelings about the literature

Discussion summary:

Title, author

Areas we agreed as a group

Areas we disagree as a group

What I learned

How I participated

Week 1

Introduce the books using book talks.

Model Say Something

Week 2

First group meeting:  Say something

Model Pick a Passage

Week 3
Pick a Passage

Pick a passage—but tell us what comes before the passage—what do you notice about this passage?  Sentences?  Words?  Emotions?  What purpose does the passage serve?  

Model social issue

Week 4
Social Issue

Model favourite character

Week 5
Favourite Character

Model hot seat

Week 6
Hot seat

Rules for Discussion


What to do when you’re in a discussion:

1.
Come prepared for the discussion with your literature, journal response, questions, comments and ideas.

2.
Participate actively.

3.
Listen actively and respond appropriately.

4.
Stay on the subject and only discuss relevant topics.  Answer questions before moving on to new topics.

What to do when you are not in a discussion:

1.
Read assigned literature, and respond to it in your journal.

2.
Reflect upon your group’s discussion in your journal.

3.
Writer’s Workshop or other writing assignments.

4.
Vocabulary

5.
Other class assignments.

6.
Silent reading and book reports.

Pre-Discussion Journal Responses

Use specific examples and quotes to back up your ideas.  Use this journal response as the basis for your discussion

1.
Summarize the literature (brief!)

2.
Respond to the author’s use of literary elements.  How do these elements work together?  (Examples:  How does the setting affect the mood?  How does the point of view affect the plot?)  How do the elements add meaning, depth and enjoyment to the poem/story/novel?  Consider, but do not limit yourself to, these literary elements:

· Character

· Plot

· conflict

· rising and falling action (suspense)

· climax

· resolution/solution

· Point of View

· Mood and Tone

3.
Examine the author’s writing style.  What elements exist?  How do they add meaning, depth, and enjoyment to the poem/story/novel?  Here are some suggestions:

· simile

· metaphor

· sensory language and sentence variety

· onomatopoeia

· alliteration

· symbolism

· irony

· rhyme

4.
Discuss the author’s purpose/theme.  Explore multiple interpretations of the theme.  Is there more than one theme?

5.
Make predictions and ask questions.

6.
Evaluate the literature.  Do you like it?  Why or why not?

7.
Make connections or comparisons to other literature you have read.

8.
Make connections or comparisons to your own life and the world around you.

Ideas for Post-Discussion Journal Responses


1.
Summarize the group’s conversation with regard to topics covered.  This should be brief.

2.
Discuss the topics on which the group agreed.

3.
Discuss the topics on which the group disagreed.

4.
Discuss changes to your previous opinions.

5.
What new insights or ideas about the literature did the group discover through the discussion?  Discuss those insights.

6.
Did your group enjoy the literature?  Discuss why or why not.

7.
What are your thoughts about the discussion?  Do you have some suggestions for improvement that can be used in the next discussion?

Organization of Journal Entries


Guidelines for entries

1.
Do not skip lines in your entry.

2.
Skip a line between each entry.

3.
Be sure to date and label each entry clearly (pre- or post response and title of literature)

4.
When responding to the literature, you must include a short summary.  Then, be sure to consider all topics when formulating your response.  You do not have to include every topic in your response.

5.
Journals will be graded not only on content, but also on completeness and presentation.

6.
You will be required to keep your journal organized, including a table of contents.  Some handouts will be required as part of the journal.  

Comprehension Rubric


Score 5

Literary Elements:  Makes insightful references to literary elements that add greatly to the understanding of the text.  Makes subtle, insightful connections between different literary elements.

Theme:  References to the author’s purpose/theme are insightful, meaningful and detailed.

Interpretation:  Takes risks and shows originality in the interpretation.  The interpretation made is not immediately obvious in the text.

Making Connections:  Brings in relevant and important personal and/or literature

Draws extensively on evidence from text to validate, expand, and reflect on ideas.

Score 3

Literary Elements:  Makes brief reference to literary elements that add somewhat to the understanding of the text.  Makes obvious, predictable connections between literary elements.

Theme:  References to the author’s purpose/theme are superficial/obvious, not detailed and brief.

Interpretation:  Sees only predictable interpretation when readily apparent.  Superficial surface understanding.

Making Connections:  Will briefly mention a relevant personal or literature connection without explanation.  (May let the connection dominate the response.)

Draws occasionally on evidence from the text to validate, expand, and reflect on ideas.

Score:  1

Literary Elements:  Basic summary of story.  (May be incomplete)

Theme:  No understanding of the author’s purpose/theme shown.

Interpretation:  No interpretation given.  Or interpretation may be unfounded.

Making Connections:  No personal or literary connections made.  Or connections may be irrelevant.

Never draws on evidence from the text to validate, expand and reflect on ideas.  

Favourite Character


Pick a favourite character from one of the novels.  

Pick some quotes/events that give you information about this character:

· what the character says

· what the character does

· what other characters say about him/her

· what the author tells you directly

Is the character static? (remains the same)  or dynamic? (undergoes a change)

Why do you suppose the character remains the same?

Why do you suppose the character changes?  What are some of the events that happen to change the character?   
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