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LIBE 467   ASSIGNMENT #5

A PLANNED LIBRARY RESEARCH UNIT

Submitted Dec. 6, 2002         

by  Faune Johnson (3142672)

I.
Background


The Family Studies 11 teacher was about to embark on a unit dealing with issues that cause conflict in families.  It was a perfect opportunity to do research in the library and have each student become an expert on one topic, write a report and present it to the class, and also learn some research skills. 

 As the attached unit assignment package indicates, the students are to learn to use a variety of resources in the library; they also are able to access much of the information at home through EBSCO, the Internet, and the phone book.  During this project, the goal is to make the students aware of resources that they can use in real life situations, as all of the research topics have an impact on family life and require real responses.  If this unit is successful, they will have a better understanding of situations they are experiencing in their own families, as well as strategies for accessing resources in the community.

 This delivery of the unit is an alternative to the teacher preparing handouts and giving lectures on these topics.


This project is not complete, as the library research section is almost done, but the final compiling of data, writing of reports and presentations, and the marking of the products and evaluation of the project by the teacher and teacher-librarian will take place over the next two weeks.


The students have spent one week (five classes) in the library doing research.  They will spend next week’s class time writing reports and preparing their oral presentations and quizzes.   The classroom teacher has not given firm deadlines for completion, but I would anticipate that all students will present their findings and complete the project by the end of the first week of January.   There are 29 students in the class, so considerable class time will be needed in order to do the in-class reports and quizzes.

II.
Collaboration

A.  The Role of the Family Studies Teacher


The Family Studies teacher has done (and will do) the following: 

1) provided the outline and topics for the unit;

2)  approved the assignment plan and the outcomes:

3) designated the marks;

4) provided guidance for the students during their selection of topics and their research;

5) provided enthusiasm and knowledge about the topics;

6) mark the written reports and oral presentations;

7) provide feedback to the teacher-librarian about the positive and negative aspects of the project design and suggestions for improvement.


B. The Role of the Teacher-Librarian


The teacher-librarian ( me) has done (and will do)  the following:




1) suggested the format and additional topics (approved by teacher);




2) typed and copied the unit packages:




3) described and introduced the unit to the class;




4) guided students through research;




5) suggested and located books, websites, encyclopedias, phone numbers and addresses;




6) assisted to locate information;




7) mark the bibliographic records;




8) mark the notes:




9) edit the written reports before they are submitted in good form;




10) supervise and encourage the students while they are in the library.

II.
Comments

The students reacted negatively at first, since the classroom teacher had promised them “no more projects” and they were prepared to come to class to listen and absorb passively.    This reluctance, and resistance to my involvement, could be solved in the future by prior planning and collaboration between the classroom teacher and the teacher-librarian.   The students were assured that they would be given ample class time to complete the project and that out-of-class time would not be expected.


Partly because of this reluctance on the part of the students, as well as because each student has a different topic, I have kept my introductions and suggestions to the general group very brief and have concentrated on assisting students individually.


Many of the students have found 
<http://www.askjeeves.com> to be a useful and user-friendly search engine as it will accept questions, not just keywords.   Finding statistics has proven to be a major challenge and one I am attempting to meet, as the Statistics Canada and B.C. Statistics websites are both very large and unwieldy, especially for impatient and pressured teenagers.  One of the students and I found appropriate statistics for “death of a parent” by looking at the “Marital Status” statistics and checking the numbers for “Widowed” people, compared to the population (both total and by gender) for Canada and each province.   Developing ways of finding statistics in a reasonable amount of time will be an ongoing project for me. As Katz has observed (p.335), “Statistics are the ultimate labyrinth.” 


Five periods in the library may be too much, although on the fifth day many students still needed to use the phone book to find community resources which would help families cope with particular issues.  Also, students still needed help to document bibliographic sources, especially the websites.   We use a fill-in-the-blanks  frame sheet for bibliographic documentation so that students are guided to find the appropriate information about their sources.  Each student must submit a frame sheet for marks.   One of my concerns is that students will gather so much material that they will then have the task of filtering through this to write a short report.


I will be editing their written report before it is submitted.   I will also have an opportunity to give some direction on the oral presentation.


I plan to evaluate the whole unit with the Family Studies teacher after all assignments have been submitted and all presentations done.   The quality of the products, the discussions in class, and the final marks will be guides.


The students have, so far, been diligent in pursuing this research.   I have been impressed by their persistent and organized approach.   Many of them have chosen topics which have had a personal impact on their family currently.  


Overall, so far, I would say this is a valuable way to deal with these topics.   

The package given to the students follows below, on the next page.

FAMILY STUDIES 11 


FAMILIES IN CONFLICT 
RESEARCH PROJECT

Many issues which arise as part of a family's life can cause conflict between members of the family. 

Choose one of the topics on the list on page 2. 

Follow the research steps and produce the following:

1. a written report of approximately 300 words 

(see the description for categories of information required)

2. an oral report to the class which may take the form of a 

speech, an interview, or a skit to present the information you have gathered to the class;

3. a quiz for the class of 15 questions, including 5 True/False, 5

multiple choice, and 5 short answer, which you will mark.

4. evidence of research and sources.

Descriptions of tasks

1. Written report 
· approximately 300 words 

· will contain information on the following categories:

· a definition or explanation of the term 

· statistics, if possible, to indicate the frequency of occurrence 

· causes of this issue 

· effects or results for the family 

· what to do if this happens in your family: coping strategies, community resources, suggestions for finding help, solutions

Marks:

Content and completeness of information
/75

Writing style (clear and appropriate use of language)
/25

2. Oral report

· approximately 5-10 minutes 



· information is clear and understandable 



· presentation is interesting to listen to 

· voices are used appropriately

Marks:

Content

/25

Presentation

/25

3. Quiz

· questions cover a range of the content 

· questions are worded clearly 

· questions test the students' knowledge of the topic

Marks:

Content
/15

Presentation and marking 
/15

4. Research skills

· a variety of resources is used: at least one of each of 

· a dictionary

· an encyclopedia

·  a book

·  a magazine/news article (print or EBSCOhost),

· a website

· other resources that may be used include radio, television, or video sources; interviews; pamphlets from organizations; surveys; personal observations.

Marks:

Frame sheet documenting sources is filled out correctly
/20

Sources used are reputable and reliable


/20

Note sheets are filled out correctly and completely

/20

LIST OF TOPICS

1. Domestic violence 

2. Child abuse/neglect 

3. Separation/divorce 

4. Unemployment 

5. Incest/sexual abuse 

6. Death of a parent, child, other family member 

7. Eating disorders 

8. Alcoholism 

9. Gambling addiction 

10. Drug or substance abuse 

11. Smoking 

12. Aging/elder care 

13. Suicide 

14. Mentally handicapped children 

15. Physically handicapped children 

16. Single parent families 

17. Homosexuality of a parent or a child 

18. Poverty/ money problems 

19. Mental illness (either as a general category or a specific illness, such as  depression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, agoraphobia) 

20. Adoption 

21. Teenage pregnancy 

22. Youth crime 

23.  Autism

24. Chronic illness of a parent or child: fibromyalgia, chronic fatigue syndrome, cancer, or ?

25.  Learning disability

26.  Parent in prison

27.  Infertility or inability to have children

28.  Options for conception or having children when fertility is an issue

29.  Immigration to a new country or culture

NOTE OUTLINE SHEET

Information should be Canadian if at all possible.

Each category should be completed to the best of your ability.

1. Statistics or other evidence showing the frequency or prevalence of this topic. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Causes or sources of the problem 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Effects on the family 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Solutions 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Coping strategies 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Community resources / How to find help

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

RESEARCH STRATEGIES

1. Dictionaries and encyclopedias are located in the centre of the library. 

2. Books may be located by doing a keyword search in the Centennial Library Catalogue. A power search allows you to input two or three terms to find specific books. There will be a very short lesson on this. 

3. Magazine and news articles can be located in EBSCOhost. Remember to choose all databases and 'Fulltext." There will be a very short lesson on this. 

4. Websites must be reliable. (More on this later.) 

Suggestions for search engines are 

http://www.altavista.com

http://www.askjeeves.com

http://www.google.ca

http://www.metacrawler/com

http://www.dogpile.com

Tips: 

· Always put in as many keywords as you can to make your search specific and useful. 

· Use the advanced techniques of the search engine.

· Use only websites that are reliable and reputable. One or two good websites are better than a whole bunch of poor ones.

      5. Do not hesitate to ask for assistance. 

Finding good information is a challenge.
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