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Pinetree Secondary Best Books for Grade 9 & 10 Teens

	Author
	Call Number
	Title
	Summary

	Adams, Douglas
	ADA


	The Hitch hiker's guide to the galaxy (1980)

180 p.
	The hilarious journey of Arthur Dent and his friend Ford Prefect, a space hitchhiker, who escape from earth seconds before it is demolished.  They travel to a variety of galactic civilizations while gathering information for a hitchhiker’s guidebook.

	Almond, David
	ALM
	Skellig (1998)

182 p.
	Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated old house, Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is something like a bird and something like an angel.

	Anderson, Laurie Halse
	AND
	Fever, 1793 (2000)

                                251 p.
	In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.

	Anderson, Laurie Halse
	AND
	Speak (2002)
197 p.
	A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school.

	Anderson, M.T.
	AND
	Feed (2002)

259 p.
	In the future where most people have computer implants in their heads to control their environment, a boy meets an unusual girl who is in serious trouble.

	(Anonymous)
	362.29

   GOA
	Go ask Alice – a real diary   (1971)          185 p. 
	The painful diary of a young girl when she accidentally falls into the drug scene.

	AVI
	AVI
	Blue Heron (1992)

186 p.
	A solitary Blue Heron becomes a symbol of strength and peace for 13 year old Maggie when she discovers a change has come over her father and his new family.

	Babbit, Natalie
	BAB
	Tuck Everlasting (1996)

139 p.
	The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that a ten-year-old girl and a malicious stranger now share their secret about a spring whose water prevents one from ever growing any older.

	Bachman, Richard
	BAC
	Long walk (1996)

370 p.
	Of the 100 boys who begin a grueling marathon walk, 99 will die and one will have his every wish granted.  Or will he?

	Bauer, Joan
	BAU
	Rules of the road (1998)

201 p.
	Sixteen-year-old Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores from Chicago to Texas to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire.  Along the way Jenna hones her talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength to face her alcoholic father.

	Black, Holly
	BLA
	Tithe: a modern faerie tale (2002)               310 p.
	Sixteen-year-old Kaye, who has been visited by faeries since childhood, discovers that she herself is a magical faerie creature with a special destiny.

	Block, Francesca Lia
	BLO
	Weetzie bat (1989)

                                        88 p.
	  Punk teens Weetzie and Dirk search for love in a modern fairy tale that is funny, moving, and unlike any book you’ve read before.

	Brashares, Ann
	BRA
	The sisterhood of the traveling pants (2001)

294 p.
	Over a few bags of cheese puffs, 4 girls decide to form a sisterhood and take the vow of the Sisterhood of Traveling Pants… the next morning, they say good-bye.  And then the journey of the pants - and the most memorable summer of their lives - begins.

	Brooks, Bruce
	BRO
	The moves make the man: a novel (1984)

280 p.
	As Jerome, a black athlete, shares his skills and interest in basketball with Bix, a white baseball player, their friendship grows and the game becomes a refection of both their lives.

	Brooks, Terry
	BRO
	Magic kingdom for sale—sold! (1987)

373 p.
	For one million dollars Ben Holiday purchases an island – a magical island complete with fairies, wizards and dragons.  He must prove his right to be king by fighting the lord of the demons.

	Card, Orson Scott
	CAR
	Ender’s game (1985)

349 p.
	Andrew “Ender” Wiggin, a young genius in Battle school, where he is training to fight the alien Buggers, has to put his skills to the ultimate test much sooner than he expected.

	Chevalier, Tracy
	CHE
	Girl with a pearl earring (1999)

                               233 p.
	A poor seventeenth-century servant girl knows her place in the household of the painter Johannes Vermeer, but when he begins to paint her, nasty whispers and rumors circulate throughout the town

	Coelho, Paulo
	COE
	The Alchemist (1993)

                                197 p.
	A fable about undauntingly following one's dream, listening to one's heart, and reading life's omens 

	Colfer, Eoin
	COL
	Artemis Fowl: the eternity code (2003)

309 p.
	Artemis Fowl creates an extraordinarily powerful computer with stolen fairy technology, but his business deal hopes go sour when a Chicago businessman steals his invention and mortally wounds Artemis' loyal bodyguard.

	Cooney, Caroline
	COO
	Flight #116 is down (1992)                      201 p.
	Teenager Heidi Landseth helps rescue people from a plane crash on her family’s property, and the experience changes her life forever.

	Cormier, Robert
	COR
	I am the cheese (1977)

233 p.
	A victim of amnesia, and under the influence of drugs administered by mysterious and unidentified questioners, teenager Adam searches through haunting memories that must not be recalled or revealed if he is to survive.

	Creech, Sharon
	CRE
	Walk two moons (1994)

280 p.
	After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.

	Crutcher, Chris
	CRU
	Chinese handcuffs (1989)                      202 p.
	A winning triathlete’s need to understand his older brother’s suicide is complicated by memories and daring challenges.

	Crutcher, Chris
	CRU
	Staying fat for Sarah Byrnes (1993)

295 p.
	The daily class discussions about the nature of man, the existence of God, organized religion, and other issues serve as a backdrop for a high-school senior’s attempt to answer a friend’s dramatic cry for help.  When the horrific truth about Sarah’s past is revealed, only her true friend can help her come to terms with her family and plan for her future.

	Curtis, Christopher Paul
	CUR
	The Watsons go to Birmingham, 1963 (1995)                      210 p.
	The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.

	Deuker, Carl
	DEU
	On the devil's court (1988)

                                252 p.
	Struggling with his feelings of inadequacy and his failure to make the basketball team at his new school, seventeen-year-old Joe Faust finds himself willing to trade his soul for one perfect season of basketball.

	Dick, Philip K.
	DIC
	Do androids dream of electric sheep? (1996)

                                244 p.
	In January 2021, years after World War Terminus has destroyed the planet, bounty hunter Rick Deckard remains on the Earth pursuing his vocation of hunting down and killing rogue androids.

	Dickinson, Peter
	DIC
	Eva (1989)

249 p.
	After a violet auto accident, 13-year-old Eva wakes up in a hospital to find she must learn how to live as a chimpanzee.

	Draper, Sharon
	DRA
	Tears of a tiger (1994)

180 p.
	High-school senior Andy Jackson is overcome by guilt after his best friend dies in an automobile accident that happened when Any was driving drunk.

	Eddings, David
	EDD
	Pawn of prophecy (Book one of The Belgariad) (1982)   262 p.
	The farm boy, Garion, begins a dangerous quest to recover the magic Orb and prevent the evil Torak from seizing power over the world

	Farmer, Nancy
	FAR
	A girl named Disaster (1996)                      309 p.
	When her family arranges her marriage to a cruel man with three wives, Nhamo escapes by canoe to seek a better future.

	Farmer, Nancy
	FAR
	The House of the Scorpion (2002)     

                                380 p.                  
	In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

	Fleischman, Paul
	FLE
	Bull run (1993)

104 p.
	Northerners, Southerners, generals, couriers, dreaming boys, and worried sisters describe the glory, the horror, the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil War.

	Fleischman, Paul
	FLE
	Whirligig (1998)

133 p.
	While travelling to each corner of the country to build a whirligig in memory of the girl whose death he causes, sixteen-year-old Brian finds forgiveness and atonement.

	Fusco, Kimberly Newton
	FUS
	Tending to Grace (2005)

                                175 p.       
	When Cornelia's mother runs off with a boyfriend, leaving her with an eccentric aunt, Cornelia must finally confront the truth about herself and her mother.

	Garden, Nancy
	GAR
	Annie on my mind (1982)                      233 p.
	Liza puts aside her feelings for Annie after the disaster at school, but eventually she allows love to triumph over the ignorance of people.

	Gibbons, Kaye
	GIB
	Ellen Foster (1987)

                                146 p.
	Growing up in a small Southern town, eleven-year-old Ellen Foster has already learned some of life's most difficult lessons. Abused by her drunken father and cruel grandmother, she searches for a safe place to live.

	Guy, Rosa
	GUY
	Disappearance (1979)

246 p.
	Released from jail in the custody of the Aimsley Family, Imamu Jones immediately becomes a prime suspect when perk, their youngest daughter, disappears.

	Guy, Rosa
	GUY
	The Friends (1973)

185 p.
	Phyllisia, a young first nations girl, rejected by her classmates because she 'talks funny' eventually recognized that her own selfish pride rather than her mother's death and her father's tyrannical behaviour created the gulf between her and her best friend.

	Haddon, Mark
	HAD
	The curious incident of the dog in the night-time (2004)             226 p.
	Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother.

	Hesser, Terry Spencer
	HES
	Kissing doorknobs (1998)                      149 p.
	Tara struggles to live with her obsessive-compulsive behaviour, but before her condition is diagnosed, her relationships with family and friends begin to crumble.

	Hiaasen, Carl
	HIA
	Hoot (2004)

                                292 p.
	Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.

	Hobbs, Will
	HOB
	Downriver (1991)

204 p.
	Fifteen-year-old Jesse and other rebellious teenager members of a wilderness survival team abandon their adult leader, steal his van and rafts, and run the dangerous whitewaters of the Grand Canyon.

	Hobbs, Will
	HOB
	Far North (1996)

216 p.
	Stranded in the Canadian wilderness, two boys endure a brutal sub arctic winter of bear, wolf and moose attacks while they repeatedly struggle to escape.

	Hurwin, Davida 


	HUR
	A time for dancing (1997)

                                257 p.
	Seventeen-year-old best friends Samantha and Juliana, who share a passion for dance, for life, and for each other, tell their stories in alternating chapters after Juliana is diagnosed with cancer.

	Klause, Annette Curtis
	KLA
	Blood and chocolate (1997)

264 p.
	Having fallen for a human boy, a beautiful teenage werewolf must battle both her packmates and the fear of the townspeople to decide where she belongs and with whom.

	Klause, Annette Curtis


	KLA
	The silver kiss (1990)

198 p.
	Feeling alienated from everyone during her mother's terminal illness, Zoe comes under the spell of Simon, a vampire doomed to live until he avenges the death of his mother 300 years earlier.

	Levine, Gail Carson
	LEV
	Ella enchanted (1997)

238 p.
	In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.

	Lewis, C.S.
	LEW
	The Lion, the witch and the wardrobe (1950)

206 p.
	Four English schoolchildren find their way through the back of a wardrobe into the magic land of Narnia and assist Aslan, the gold Lion, to triumph over the White Witch, who has cursed the land with eternal winter.

	Marsden, John
	MAR
	Letters from the inside (2001) 

                                135 p.
	The relationship between two teenage girls who become acquainted through letters intensifies as their correspondence reveals some of the terrible problems of their lives.

	Marsden, John


	MAR
	Tomorrow when the war began (1995)

286 p.
	When they return from a wilderness camping trip, Ellie and her friends are shocked to discover Australia has been invaded and soon find fighting and surviving have become their way of life.

	McCaffrey, Anne


	MCC
	Dragonsong (1976)

264 p.
	With the help of a Master-harper, Menolly and her fire lizards overcome the prejudice against a woman's becoming a harper on the planet Pern.

	McKinley, Robin


	MCK
	The blue sword (1982)

272 p.
	Harry, bored with her sheltered life in the remote orange-growing colony of Daria, discovers magic in herself when she is kidnapped by a native king with mysterious powers.

	Morpurgo, Michael
	MOR
	Private Peaceful (2003)

                                202 p.
	When Thomas Peaceful's older brother is forced to join the British Army, Thomas decides to sign up as well, although he is only fourteen years old, to prove himself.  

	Myers, Walter Dean


	MYE
	Fallen Angels (1988)

                                309 p.
	Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry's stint in Vietnam brings home to him the agony and futility of war as he learns to kill and watches his comrades die.



	Myers, Walter Dean


	MYE
	Hoops (1981)

183 p.
	Lonnie and the rest of him Harlem ghetto basketball team learn the fine art of playing the winning like pros for Cal, who once was one.

	Myers, Walter Dean, 1937-
	MYE
	Monster (1999)

                                281 p.
	While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken.

	Myers, Walter Dean


	MYE
	Slam! (1996)

266 p.
	Sixteen-year-old "Slam" Harris is counting on his noteworthy basketball talents to get him out of the inner city and give him a chance to succeed in life, but his coach sees things differently.



	Na, An, 1972-
	NA
	Step from heaven (2001)                      156 p.
	A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America.

	Nix, Garth


	NIX
	Sabriel (1995)

491 p.
	Sabriel makes a desperate quest though the Gates of Death to free her necromancer father from the strengthening powers of the spirits of the dead.

	Nix, Garth
	NIX
	Shade's children (1997)

345 p.
	In a savage future world, four young fugitives attempt to overthrow the bloodthirsty rule of the Overlords with the help of Shade, their mysterious mentor.

	Oates, Joyce Carol
	OAT
	Big mouth & ugly girl (2002)

266 p.
	When sixteen-year-old Matt is falsely accused of threatening to blow up his high school and his friends turn against him, an unlikely classmate comes to his aid.

	O'Brien, Robert


	OBR
	Z for Zachariah (1974)

249 p.
	In a peaceful valley, two survivors of an atomic holocaust are brought together -- one a self-sufficient young girl, the other a killer bent on killing again.

	Oppel, Kenneth, 1967-
	OPP
	Silverwing (1997)

                                217 p.
	A young bat becomes separated from his flock while they are migrating.

	Orr, Wendy


	ORR
	Peeling the onion (1996)

166 p.
	Following an automobile accident in which her neck is broken, a teenage karate champion begins a long and painful recovery with the help of her family.

	Paulsen, Gary
	PAU
	Hatchet (1987)

189 p.
	After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the Canadian wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a hatchet given to him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce.

	Pierce, Tamora
	PIE
	Sandry’s book (Circle of Magic Quartet) (1997)

 
	Four young misfits find themselves living in a strictly disciplined temple community where they become friends while also learning to do crafts and to use their powers, especially magic.

	Potok, Chaim


	POT
	The chosen (1967)

271 p.
	Two Jewish boys growing to manhood in Brooklyn discover that differences can strengthen friendship and understanding.

	Pullman, Phillip


	PUL
	The golden compass (1995)

399 p.
	With the aid of friends, witches, and armored polar bears, 12-year-old Lyra fights the evil that is stealing children and conducting horrible experiments on them.

	Rennison, Louise
	REN
	Angus, thongs, & full frontal snogging (2001)

                               247 p.
	Presents the humorous journal of a year in the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl who tries to reduce the size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome hunk Robbie.

	Sachar, Louis


	SAC
	Holes (1998)

233 p.
	As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself.

	Satrapi, Marjane, 1969-
	741.5973

 SAT
	Persepolis (2003)

                                153 p.
	This graphic novel provides a glimpse into what it was like to live in Tehran as a young girl as the country  undergoes political upheaval.  

	Spiegelman, Art


	SPI
	Maus I (1991)

                                      135 p.
	This graphic novel which portrays Jews as mice and Nazi’s as cats.

	Spinelli, Jerry
	     SPI
	Stargirl (2000)

                               186 p.
	In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.

	Staples, Suzanne Fisher


	STA
	Shabanu: daughter of the wind (1989)

                                240 p.
	When eleven-year-old Shabanu, the daughter of a nomad in the Cholistan Desert of present-day Pakistan, is pledged in marriage to an older man whose money will bring prestige to the family.  She must either accept the decision, as is the custom, or risk the consequences of defying her father's wishes.

	Stewart, Mary


	STE
	The crystal cave (1984)

494 p.
	Merlin, the base-born son of royalty in 5th-century Britain, use magic to outwit his enemies until he sets the stage for the birth of Arthur, the future king.

	Voigt, Cynthia


	VOI
	When she hollers (1994)                      181 p.
	Tish, a teenager who has endured abuse from her adoptive stepfather since she was a small child, finally decides she must do something to stop him.  

	Weyr, Garret Freymann
	WEY
	My heartbeat (2002)

154 p.
	Fourteen-year-old Ellen, totally in love with her adored big brother Link's longtime best friend James, sets off a disturbing chain of events when it is suggested to her that Link and James might be a couple.

	White, Robb


	WHI
	Deathwatch (1972)

220 p.
	Needing money for school, a college boy accepts a job as a guide on desert hunting trip and nearly loses his life.

	Wolff, Virginia Euwer


	WOL
	Make lemonade (1993)

200 p.
	High-school student La Vaughn, determined to earn money for college, baby-sits for Jolly, an unwed teenage mother of two, and matures in the process.

	Woodson, Jacqueline
	WOO
	I hadn't meant to tell you this (1994)

115 p.
	Marie, the only African-American girl in the eighth grade willing to befriend her white classmate Lena, discovers that Lena's father is doing horrible things to her in private.

	Wrede, Patricia C.


	WRE
	Dealing with dragons (1990)                      212 p.
	Unconventional Cimorene, fed up with her dull life as a princess, runs away to join the dragons in this fun book that turns fairy tales upside down.


\\130-v02-m01\staff\LIkeda\LIBRARY UNITS\Best books for Teens.doc

