LESSON PLAN

Objectives:  1.  The student will be provided with a poem by a well-known poet and will develop a coherent and plausible interpretation of the poem.

2.  The students will paraphrase and analyse a poem and will : 

· provide clear, logical summaries, consistent with the text 

· include specific references to support their interpretations 

· make connections among various features or parts of the work 

· offer reasoned inferences and interpretations about ambiguities in the text

3. The students will research the life of the poet.

4. Listening and presenting skills:  In pairs, the students will present information about their famous poet and their analysis of the poem.

(Also, this is preparation in some ways for the poetry section of the provincial exam).

Method:

Lesson 1 (Think-pair-share) 

A)  Each student is given a poem to read carefully and analyze.  S/he will answer the following questions:  (Have them use their own paper and answer these questions which are on the board or on the overhead.  Dictionaries can be used.)  - 15 –20 minutes

1. Briefly explain what happens in the poem.

2. From whose point of view is the poem written?

3. What type of poem is this?  Satiric?  Didactic?  Dramatic?  Narrative?  Descriptive?  Pastoral?  Other?

4. What is the poet trying to communicate?  An idea?  A feeling?  An image?

5. What form does the poet use?  Free verse?   Stanzas?  

6. What poetic devices are used in this poem? Give specific examples. Why do you think the poet used these devices.  Explain.     

7. Hypothesize as to the background of the poet.  

B) Students are now paired with someone who has the same poem.  They compare answers and start to work on their presentation.  Research begins on the basic background of the poet.  (40-100 minutes).  In their presentations, the following is required:

1. The poem must be read aloud to the class.  Overheads of the poem will be provided.

2. Brief biographical information about the poet should be given.  

3. An analysis of the poem is provided.

As a class, determine the criteria for the presentation.  

Lesson 2

Library research time and planning time for their presentations.

Lesson 3

In pairs, the students present their poet and poem.   Others in the class take notes.  Later an open book test will be given on the information presented in class. (___ marks)  Purpose: the students  will be required to use their listening skills and they should be aware of these names in poetry.

Lesson 4  

The presentations continue.  Absent students will be required to complete a poster on their poem and poet.  The quiz is administered and marked in class.

Lesson 5

Using the skills in analysis used and presented in class, the students are given a cite poem to analyze.  This is an in-class exam

Evaluation (Suggested mark breakdown)

Presentation - 25 marks

Quiz – 10 marks

In-class analysis of a given poem – 35 marks

