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Pinetree Secondary Best Books for Grade 11 & 12 Students

	Author
	Call Number
	Title
	Summary

	Adams, Douglas


	ADA


	The Hitch hiker's guide to the galaxy (1980)

180 p.
	The hilarious journey of Arthur Dent and his friend Ford Prefect, a space hitchhiker, who escape from earth seconds before it is demolished.  They travel to a variety of galactic civilizations while gathering information for a hitchhiker’s guidebook.

	Albom, Mitch
	ALB
	The five people you meet in heaven
	

	Anderson, Laurie Halse
	AND
	Speak (2002)
197 p.
	A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school.

	Anderson-Dargatz, Gail





	AND`
	A recipe for bees
	

	Anderson, M.T.
	AND
	Feed (2002)

259 p.
	In the future where most people have computer implants in their heads to control their environment, a boy meets an unusual girl who is in serious trouble.

	(Anonymous)
	362.29

   GOA
	Go ask Alice – a real diary   (1971)          185 p. 
	The painful diary of a young girl when she accidentally falls into the drug scene.

	Atwood, 

Margaret




	ATW
	Oryx and Crake
	

	Bachman, Richard
	BAC
	Long walk (1996)

370 p.
	Of the 100 boys who begin a grueling marathon walk, 99 will die and one will have his every wish granted.  Or will he?

	Black, Holly
	BLA
	Tithe: a modern faerie tale (2002)               310 p.
	Sixteen-year-old Kaye, who has been visited by faeries since childhood, discovers that she herself is a magical faerie creature with a special destiny.

	Bray, Libby
	BRA
	A great and terrible beauty
	

	Card, Orson Scott
	CAR
	Ender’s game (1985)

349 p.
	Andrew “Ender” Wiggin, a young genius in Battle school, where he is training to fight the alien Buggers, has to put his skills to the ultimate test much sooner than he expected.

	Chbosky, Stephen
	CHE
	Perks of being a wallflower
	

	Chevalier, Tracy
	CHE
	Girl with a pearl earring (1999)

                               233 p.
	A poor seventeenth-century servant girl knows her place in the household of the painter Johannes Vermeer, but when he begins to paint her, nasty whispers and rumors circulate throughout the town

	Choy, Wayson




	CHO
	The Jade Peony
	

	Coupland, Douglas




	COU
	Life after God
	

	Davies, Robertson




	DAV
	Fifth business
	

	Deuker, Carl
	DEU
	On the devil's court (1988)

                                252 p.
	Struggling with his feelings of inadequacy and his failure to make the basketball team at his new school, seventeen-year-old Joe Faust finds himself willing to trade his soul for one perfect season of basketball.

	Dick, Philip K.
	DIC
	Do androids dream of electric sheep? (1996)

                                244 p.
	In January 2021, years after World War Terminus has destroyed the planet, bounty hunter Rick Deckard remains on the Earth pursuing his vocation of hunting down and killing rogue androids.

	Draper, Sharon
	DRA
	Tears of a tiger (1994)

180 p.
	High-school senior Andy Jackson is overcome by guilt after his best friend dies in an automobile accident that happened when Any was driving drunk.

	Eddings, David
	EDD
	Pawn of prophecy (Book one of The Belgariad) (1982)   262 p.
	The farm boy, Garion, begins a dangerous quest to recover the magic Orb and prevent the evil Torak from seizing power over the world

	Ellis, Deborah and Eric Walters




	ELL
	Bifocal
	

	Farmer, Nancy
	FAR
	The House of the Scorpion (2002)     

                                380 p.                  
	In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

	Fleischman, Paul
	FLE
	Whirligig (1998)

133 p.
	While travelling to each corner of the country to build a whirligig in memory of the girl whose death he causes, sixteen-year-old Brian finds forgiveness and atonement.

	Friesen, Gayle




	FRI 
	Janey’s girl
	

	Frey, James
	362.29092 FRE
	A million little pieces       
	

	Garden, Nancy
	GAR
	Annie on my mind (1982)                      233 p.
	Liza puts aside her feelings for Annie after the disaster at school, but eventually she allows love to triumph over the ignorance of people.

	Gibbons, Kaye
	GIB
	Ellen Foster (1987)

                                146 p.
	Growing up in a small Southern town, eleven-year-old Ellen Foster has already learned some of life's most difficult lessons. Abused by her drunken father and cruel grandmother, she searches for a safe place to live.

	Gibson, William




	GIB
	Mona Lisa Overdrive
	

	Haddon, Mark
	HAD
	The curious incident of the dog in the night-time (2004)             226 p.
	Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother.

	Hobbs, Will
	HOB
	Far North (1996)

216 p.
	Stranded in the Canadian wilderness, two boys endure a brutal sub arctic winter of bear, wolf and moose attacks while they repeatedly struggle to escape.

	Hosseini,

Khaled
	HOS
	The kite-runner
	

	Hrdlitschka, Shelley




	HRD
	Dancing Naked
	

	Hurwin, Davida 


	HUR
	A time for dancing (1997)

                                257 p.
	Seventeen-year-old best friends Samantha and Juliana, who share a passion for dance, for life, and for each other, tell their stories in alternating chapters after Juliana is diagnosed with cancer.

	Juby, Susan




	JUB
	Alice, I think
	

	Kay, Guy Gavriel




	KAY
	A song for Arbonne
	

	Kingsolver,

Barbara
	KIN
	The Bean Trees
	

	Lansens, Lori




	LAN
	The girls : a novel
	

	Laurence, Margaret




	LAU
	The stone angel
	

	Marsden, John


	MAR
	Tomorrow when the war began (1995)

286 p.
	When they return from a wilderness camping trip, Ellie and her friends are shocked to discover Australia has been invaded and soon find fighting and surviving have become their way of life.

	Martel, Yan




	MAR
	Life of Pi
	

	McCaffrey, Anne


	MCC
	Dragonsong (1976)

264 p.
	With the help of a Master-harper, Menolly and her fire lizards overcome the prejudice against a woman's becoming a harper on the planet Pern.

	McNaughton, 

Janet Elizabeth




	MCC
	To dance at the Palais

Royale
	

	Meyer, Stephanie
	MEY
	New moon
	

	Mistry, Rohinton




	MIS
	A fine balance
	

	Morpurgo, Michael
	MOR
	Private Peaceful (2003)

                                202 p.
	When Thomas Peaceful's older brother is forced to join the British Army, Thomas decides to sign up as well, although he is only fourteen years old, to prove himself.  

	Mowat, Farley




	MOW
	The curse of the Viking grave
	

	Myers, Walter Dean


	MYE
	Fallen Angels (1988)

                                309 p.
	Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry's stint in Vietnam brings home to him the agony and futility of war as he learns to kill and watches his comrades die.



	Myers, Walter Dean


	MYE
	Hoops (1981)

183 p.
	Lonnie and the rest of him Harlem ghetto basketball team learn the fine art of playing the winning like pros for Cal, who once was one.

	Myers, Walter Dean


	MYE
	Slam! (1996)

266 p.
	Sixteen-year-old "Slam" Harris is counting on his noteworthy basketball talents to get him out of the inner city and give him a chance to succeed in life, but his coach sees things differently.

	Na, An, 1972-
	NA
	Step from heaven (2001)                      156 p.
	A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America.

	Nix, Garth


	NIX
	Sabriel (1995)

491 p.
	Sabriel makes a desperate quest though the Gates of Death to free her necromancer father from the strengthening powers of the spirits of the dead.

	Oates, Joyce Carol
	OAT
	Big mouth & ugly girl (2002)

266 p.
	When sixteen-year-old Matt is falsely accused of threatening to blow up his high school and his friends turn against him, an unlikely classmate comes to his aid.

	Orr, Wendy


	ORR
	Peeling the onion (1996)

166 p.
	Following an automobile accident in which her neck is broken, a teenage karate champion begins a long and painful recovery with the help of her family.

	Picoult, Jodi
	PIC
	Nineteen minutes
	

	Pullman, Phillip


	PUL
	The golden compass (1995)                      399 p.
	With the aid of friends, witches, and armored polar bears, 12-year-old Lyra fights the evil that is stealing children and conducting horrible experiments on them.

	Rennison, Louise
	REN
	Angus, thongs, & full frontal snogging (2001)

                               247 p.
	Presents the humorous journal of a year in the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl who tries to reduce the size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome hunk Robbie.

	Sebold, Alice
	SEB
	The lovely bones
	

	Smith, Betty
	SMI
	A tree grows in Brooklyn
	

	Spinelli, Jerry
	     SPI
	Stargirl (2000)

                               186 p.
	In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.

	Stewart, Mary


	STE
	The crystal cave (1984)

494 p.
	Merlin, the base-born son of royalty in 5th-century Britain, use magic to outwit his enemies until he sets the stage for the birth of Arthur, the future king.

	Towes, Miriam




	TOW
	A complicated kindness
	

	Tullson, Diane




	TUL
	The red sea
	

	Van Diepen,

Allison





	VAN
	Street Pharm
	

	Vanderheaghe,

Guy




	VAN
	The Englishman’s boy
	

	Wedderburn, 

Andrew




	WED
	The milk chicken bomb
	

	Westerfield, Scott


	WES
	Uglies
	

	Weyr, Garret Freymann
	WEY
	My heartbeat (2002)

154 p.
	Fourteen-year-old Ellen, totally in love with her adored big brother Link's longtime best friend James, sets off a disturbing chain of events when it is suggested to her that Link and James might be a couple.

	White, Robb


	WHI
	Deathwatch (1972)

220 p.
	Needing money for school, a college boy accepts a job as a guide on desert hunting trip and nearly loses his life.

	Whyte, Jack




	WHY
	Skystone
	

	Wolff, Virginia Euwer


	WOL
	Make lemonade (1993)

200 p.
	High-school student La Vaughn, determined to earn money for college, baby-sits for Jolly, an unwed teenage mother of two, and matures in the process.

	Ye, Ting-Xing




	YE
	Throwaway daughter
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