ESL BIOGRAPHY UNIT

Objectives:  Students will write a research paper, using the process approach, in which 

                    they learn how to properly cite references within the paper on a topic of their 

                    choice. They will also create a Works Cited sheet.

Method:

Here are a few ideas you can pull from.

· As introduction to the unit, you might want to do a class brainstorm on the board of some of the popular groups/ musicians the students are interested in.  Will each student have to do a different topic?  If so, you might want to use a lottery system so that it seems fair to the students.  i.e. the person who draws  #1 gets first choice, etc.

· From there, you might want to continue with a K-W-L  (Know-wonder-learn) chart)

· Students can come to the library to do some preliminary searches.  I have the feeling that most of them might select groups from their countries of origin.  If so, some of the websites might be in Farsi, Korean, Chinese, etc.  If so, in some ways, they’ll really have to paraphrase the work.

· The next day, you or I might model with a piece of text on the overhead, how to take notes in point form.  The other option would be to do a think-pair-share: you could give the students a piece of text, have them takes notes, share with each to see if they did the same thing, and debrief the process with the class.  

·  I can provide sheets for taking notes and can evaluate them.  The criteria would be as follows: 

        Notes in point form  - 1 marks

        Notes in own (English) words  - 3 marks

        Notes taken from at least 3 listed sources – 1 mark

        Quality of notes – 5 marks

· I can also show them “Citation Machine,” which allows them to create citations online.  Students create the citation, cut it, and then paste it into a word document.

· Although the computer lab in A200 and library have been booked for you for Friday and all of next week, I might have the class meet you in the classroom for mini-lessons.  For example, you could do a mini-lesson on how to incorporate a quote.  You might give them an exercise on how to paraphrase, etc.

· I can work with the students on their Works Cited on Wednesday or Thursday.

Hope this helps!  

