Sept 11, 2023

In attendance: Raman, Tatiana, Frederica, Alison, Alexandra, Dave, Gabrielle, Emily, Janine, Shelley, Melissa, Alisha, BeckyDiana, Aubrey, Leila, Shannon, Janey, Shawne

6:03 Meeting started, called to order

Shawne - Land Acknowledgement

Leila (President): 

· Motion to pass meeting mins from last meeting and agenda for this meeting, seconded by Shelly, passed unanimously

· Old PAC Website is no longer in use, has been merged with the school website

· Call for volunteers for hot lunches, book fair

· info to follow in newsletters

Janey (Treasurer) Report for Accounts:

General Account

Opening Balance $20,724.45

Income $0.00

Expenses $0.00

Closing Balance $20,724.45

Casino Account

Opening Balance $3,881.26

Income $0.00

Expenses $0.00

Closing Balance $3,881.26

· Casino Account: We get this funding from gaming grant from BC lotteries, has to benefit the whole school ($20 per student) – eg stone carving, ultimate frisbee, gymsense, wheelchair basketball

· our application is in progress for this current school year

· Budget generated projections

· Expected Revenue: 28650

· Expected Expenses: 23600

· Shelley asked if families make benches can donate them?

· Leila: structural items have a lot of red tape

· Shawne: they have to be concreted in, insurance may be affected due to them being structures, maintenance 

Funds for Casino -3500 if this year is approved

expenses: Gr 5 gift trip 40/student (Alisha asked if it includes hoodies, Leila: not including hoodies, parents tent to pay for this)

Alisha asked if we will be combing classroom and field trip support funds

· Shawne – if we combine, it may be conducive to learning as there may be field trips that integrate well with what students are currently learning

A parent asked if there is a list of places for fundraisers

· Will be in weekly PAC newsletters as well as the large bulletin board at front entrance

Leila asked for a motion to pass budget, David seconded, passed unanimously

Leila: Fundraisers

Cobbs 

Mabels labels

Return it express – goes to school for nature power, plants, garden

Note: When making budget, we did not take into account donations – Thriftys is helping with the

Welcome BBQ Sep 21

Tatiana said Fresh to you – not live yet, cannot apply maybe closer to October

Leila:

Munch a Lunch – need to register to order hot lunches

Should be up and running by Weds, for how to order- will get email on how to do it

First is Dominoes

· Sept 27

Welcome BBQ Sept 21

Shelley asked if Return-it all goes to school?

· Several members confirmed all of the donations all go to the school

Cobbs gives back 5% of sales

Alisha - Art Start

· In October, kids will make art facilitated by teachers and the art they create will be available for  you to purchase in a holiday/birthday/any card format

· potentially other items can be ordered with your child’s art like puzzles, mugs

· We asked for information, were sent the package last year for students to start, but it wasn’t enough time so we will 

· Meadowbrook doesn’t tend to do door-to-door, but Purdy’s became a fundraiser during Covid times, people order and like it so it will be ongoing – Nov/Dec will receive the orders

Melissa – book fair 16 to 18 of October

usually delivered Thurs of the previous week – Fri and Mon kids shop and make list  and will continue into Weds. We are not sure if the fair will be open during lunch on tues and weds? 

· Shawne: good for kids to practice money and math

· need volunteers (2-3 people at a time)

· please reach out to meadowbrookpac@gmail.com if you’d like to volunteer

· Alisha suggested Signupgenius to see numbers

· Dave asked if he could bring his 2 month old and strap baby in to volunteer? Leila confirmed that it is welcomed and encouraged to bring siblings – we are a community school

Note on volunteering at the school:

· Criminal Record check as well as Volunteer form from School Cash on Line have to be completed for you to volunteer with us

· Not 100% sure if Coquitlam is the only place we can get the criminal record check done or if we go to our respective cities we live in to get it done? People have been sent to Port Moody PD and back to Coquitlam RCMP to get it done. Call your local department ahead of time to be sure.

· Criminal record check is to be done every 5 years

· volunteer form each year, will be available through school cash online

· Schoolcashonline also houses: spiritwear, school fees, field trip

Leila:

Fresh to you program gives each student free, fresh produce, regularly - now introducing cheese

2 bundles of produce, can order a bag, delivered to school

School-wide activities this year will be:

· Movie night: 3 times this year

· need volunteers for set-up and concession

· 1 Family Dance this year: Feb 16?

· very popular and our volunteers put a lot of effort into this

Spirit wear: Creative insignia has reached out to them

goal: up and running in next couple of weeks

Treat days: one last year since pre-covid

· before covid we would accept family home-baked goods to sell at the treat days and would have coffee

· Last year we had a Krispy Kreme treat day

· This years dates TBD

· Suggestion from parents for treat days:

· Tim Hortons – were not willing to budge much for pricing

· Donut love

· Sweet Talk – new port moody donut shop

· European Bakery – donated donuts for teacher appreciation day

· Shelley – Meridien Meats?

· Alisha – have to buy gift cards and if you don’t sell them you lose the money

· Shannon looked into it and the gift cards are not bought in advance, can be a fundraiser – organization keeps 30% of revenue

· Frederica suggested a hot chocolate event in Oct/Nov when the weather gets cooler - could be combined with treats? It would have special toppings available to put into hot chocolate

· Shawne suggested this can be combined with pajama day

Shawne – Principal’s report

welcome to new families/welcome back to returning families

· during the summer the gym was painted from yellow/blue to green from meadowbrook logo and black trim, ceiling was also painted

· district painted staff room & office

· Frederica (parent) and Shawne got items from various locations throughout the summer

· positive response from kids for Office

· We want students to be calm, regulated and their environment should be calm

· staff happy with staff room

Staff update:

· Ann Madison is back after contract was up and had to be away from the school for a bit

· Realle Harding new to Meadowbrook, previous work coaching and in City of Coquitlam

· 3 new EAs

During opening week: focus on 100 languages, how we express ourselves through different languages – lego, art

· Library is now Piazza

· Tables, stools, whiteboard on the way

Lots of anticipation for classrooms, children were welcomed back to their previous community and new community was introduced today. Need to find best placement for new children: language, friendships affect where they will be. Teachers spent a lot of time thinking about and planning the groups and their dynamic.

16 children left that we were not expecting, 16 came into school – our population still 210, but several new students were gr 5 and older than the children leaving. A new configuration for age groups had to be made.

First Day: Jocelyn Reeves (creator of concentric rings of care) came to speak to staff and spoke about what it is to be in postilion of care for children

Shawne encourages teachers to remember when we as adults present our best model of care, they learn through modelling, we dialogue it, practice it and demonstrate it

code of conduct updated: personal electronic devices – school is for feeling safe and not being worried about pictures/videos, 

1. can create an environment where learners are uncomfortable with learning. In reggio, pictures are frequent but directed by teachers

2. Students may directly contact circumvent school and go to parents directly, school has no part in their care, when they have to use office phone, gives the opportunity to start a conversation

3. Things that happen on the weekend in Games online/chatting online may be brought into the classroom

4. It is important to know who your children are playing with/what they are doing online. Ask them “Are you comfortable?”

Sept 21 – terry fox run, cops for cancer fundraiser, community member is a part of this and will give education on it

Wishlist:

Fundraising for mural on wall in gym, whole back wall should be a mural for the land we are in

would like artist to come into the school and chat with students – does not want it to be an add on

Thoughts are with Antonio the owl, woodepecker with eggs in the area

Projected cost: 10-15k for the whole project

Would commission the Heritage woods and scott creek artist – has walked the lands and Shawne spoke to them on our school - will look for grants and can be a long term plan

Reggio Dept Head Brittany Howie visited – Documentation hallway and reflection hallway was shown, Ms Howie has many ideas on topic

Visuals about: Action plan – intellectual, indigenouss, social/emotional goals developed by staff

what the students need at this time in their life

understand land better

critical thinking about our reading

leaders meet each week with teachers to chat about needs and goals for connections

picture will be sent in next news letter

Becky: questions/anxiety from parents this week for new parents with the first time moving classrooms – maybe we can send a paragraph to explain the process of 

Shawne – If parents anxious can tell kids that school will take care of them, tell them we trust them and if it’s not OK then we can change it

Deroda: outside school – create a sensory garden, place for all kids to go into/walk through/ sit in

place where they can touch/taste/feel plants/herbs

can be soothing for them

can tie into indigenous learning

Leila: ?nature power

Shawne:

Found a foraging in the pacific northwest poster with the goal of making a foraging visual for

Walden: functional veggie garden that at the end of the year would take an item and cook something with it. Asked for volunteers last year and volunteers did not have enough time to maintenance

Deroda – native plants and herbs once established are drought-tolerant. Would be good to have children be able to enjoy it and take ownership of it

Leila: Parent comitee?

Shawne: The  stick fort gets taken down on the weekends and a group of students diligently put it back up, have named it “Sticky cafe” – using crushed berries and a quill-like stick to write the name on a sign

Leila: questions? None at this time.

7:15 Alisha – motion to end meeting, Diana seconded, passed unanimously

