Meadowbrook PAC Meeting – September 11th, 2024

In attendance: Shannon, Emily, Tatiana, Becky, Melissa, Lawrence, Claudia, Janine, Mike, Kiersten, Gabrielle, Diana, Ally, Shelley, Shawne, Alex, Carola, Carrie

Meeting called to order at: 6:03 pm by Shannon

1. Land acknowledgement – Shawne

2. Welcome and Introductions – Shannon

a) Shannon has placed Dates to remember on the desks

b) Motion to pass last meetings minutes and seconded by Melissa and Tatiana, passed

3. President’s Report – Shannon

a) Gymsense coming into the school

b) hoping for something in the art area this year, would like for something that is hands on

1. We will wait for October when casino grant comes in

c) Wishlists from teachers will also be in the works

d) big events are: Dance on Feb 21, Shannon would like to get on it soon

e) movie nights – hoping to do 3 this year, Gym is turned into a movie theatre

1. we know ahead of time which district approved movie will be shown, they are free, only concession is paid

2. Dance is also free and we want it to be as accessible as possible

3. Book fair will be oct 15 to 17– we need parents to volunteer to run the book fair, anyone who would like to volunteer please let us know

4. wish lists for teachers from scholastic will also be done during this time

5. Spiritwear – Shannon has found a new company to work with that has their own website where parents order from

6. Shelley asked if we can sponsor shirts for the kindergarten class

7. Janine asked if we could potentially offer is a sport shirt with a different material other than cotton? Shannon says potentially

8. needing volunteers for hot lunch, 11:30 to 1:30 to run hot lunch on Mondays every 2nd week

9. Gabby asked if we could do a sign-up genius for volunteering – Shannon may use it, but if they sign up too far ahead of time they may forget and not come on their day

10. Mike has volunteered for hot lunches Ally has volunteered for Tuesdays and Weds

11. Shelley asked if the grade 5s will get their sweatshirts early this year as well? Shawne says most likely, Mrs. Johnson has already started inquiring about it

4. Treasurer’s Report – Shannon

a. General Account opening balance: 21462.38

i. Income: 2387.75

ii. Expenses: 175.75

1. Some cheques came out from urban safari and hot lunch providers

iii. closing: 23674.38

b. casino account opening: 3114.12

i. income $5

ii. expenses: 0

iii. closing balance: 3119.12

iv. cheque still hasn’t been cashed for benches from last school year – will come from casino account this year because we want to drain the account so that we can be eligible for it this year. They like to see it used before they give more money

c. Breanne asked for an explanation on what the casino grant is

i. must be something that benefits all children as a whole in the school, not inside the classroom

ii. must have a full board on PAC to be able to apply, it is throughout BC and not only for schools, can be community organizations as well

d. Reimbursement cheques this year will only be given when Janey has the physical copy of the receipts and cheque requisition form, she cannot do it from screenshots or text/emailed receipts and forms

5. DPAC Report – Becky

· Has attended the May DPAC meeting, time was mostly used to elect their board members – Andrea at Coast Salish is working on fundraising and is organizing a group to share resources and ideas

· next meeting is early October

· Shannon is part of a facebook group that is mostly SD43 PACs sharing resources

6. Fundraising

a) Ongoing Fundraisers: Mabel’s Labels – put in code: meadowbrookelementary

1. Janine has pointed out there is a sale on now!

b) Cobbs Bread Sunwood, Suterbrook and Oxford connector – mention meadowbrook and we get a portion of the sale

c) Hot Lunches – Shannon, Kiersten, Gabrielle, Dorota

1. Ordering is open now for the rest of the year!

2. Kiersten will be doing each of the lunches

3. Dorota will be doing day before shopping

4. If anyone needs help with funds, they can talk with Shawne or Salima 

5. We now have halal options this year through FUEL catering

6. unfortunately we don’t have the man-power for vegan options but if a parent would like to take charge, we can start that

7. Some of our vendors do have vegan options, but not all of them

8. Kiersten pointed out that there is not much cooking involved, there are many options to help with other than cooking

9. Shannon pointed out there is a whole new set of parents will be running hot lunch this year and there has been 

10. Janine pointed out that the criminal record check AND volunteer form – Volunteer form is once per year, criminal record check is every 5 years

11. For driving volunteers, there is a separate form and ICBC driver’s abstract

d) Fresh to you – Shannon & Tatiana

1. Fresh to you are bundles from local farmers usually twice per year, we do need 40 bundles minimum so they deliver

2. Fall F2Y has a choice for 2 different bundles you can choose from – no beets this fall!

3. Janine bought some bundles for gifting for Teacher appreciation and EA appreciation which were very appreciated

4. Shelley asked if it was local? Shannon states yes, they are local and it comes with a little story about the farms and farmers

5. Becky asked if we have a pdf of some information – tatianna said yes, there is one already available, Becky clarified that maybe we could make a Meadowbrook specific one? Emily can try to take it on

6. Fruit and veggie program has been approved – once a month or so BC agriculture gifts a fruit or vegetable to each learner

a. First one is Sept 23

7. Sept 19 we have the welcome BBQ free for all families, they just pre-order at no cost on Munch a Lunch

a. So that Shannon does not run out on the day of

b. place orders for ask their families 

1. Gabby asked if we need volunteers for the day of? Shannon answered yes! Melissa and Shannon’s husbands will be grilling, but we do need more volunteers for the day of

New fundraisers- Shannon

e) Gabby has found a fundraiser for family portraits where the photographer has a set rate and families can pay for their pictures – suggestion is that it be end of October, early november so they are ready for Christmas cards

f) Shawne says the teachers are happy to do it, they need to dedicate a lot of time to it

g) Gabby said we should let them know ahead of time for this as well as the family dance for the crafts and decorations we need from the teachers

h) Neufeld’s is an option, a food company with premade frozen foods – there is still time, we did not do it last year

i) Purdy’s – Melissa asked if we have a volunteer, we do not have a volunteer so far, Gabby asked if the previous volunteer could train? Shannon said yes, we believe she would be willing to 

j) Art Cards – can order puzzles, ornaments that is made from your child’s art

k) Ally stated her child’s high school did the Canucks autism foundation – the school gets $100 per adult that goes to sell 50/50 tickets during the game

7. Principal’s report – Shawne

a) Starting with the end of the last year, when Shawne was getting started everyone was getting married and now they are all pregnant! Shawne is interviewing for 4 maternity leaves, 53 applications from people hoping to move over from a different district - exciting due to the amount of experience and knowledge

b) We now have a part time youth worker, Jeannie Chung is here in the afternoons with the children

c) Ms. Linda has moved to Birchland to do Strong start and Ms Harding now has her own division

d) Year-end assembly: Shawne shared with the students that PAC for Shawn eis the People Actively Caring for the school

e) Shawne let the students know what the PAC does during assembly

f) Looking at bringing someone who does magic or does some kind of activity in on the Friday of the first week of Sept before children go to their new classes for next year

g) the enchanted forest dance was reviewed

h) goodbyes to our PAC members that have left

i) Shawne reads a book at the end of the year for the GR 5s – will be reading the same book as she read for the end of the year for the new grade 5s

j) New sports program with Mr Greg that was a before-school sports program was started last year

1. Shawne has requested this program again this year

k) Healthy snacks cooler – we have extra food for the children in classrooms as they may need extra food for whatever reason, growing quickly or eating their lunch during snack time. Firefighters bought us a new fridge and we have food there, sometimes the families in our school need a bit of help and we have access to gift cards and groceries, can bring in district lunches and help with hot lunch

l) District 43 is the pilot school for how Kindergarten looks and can look, District literacy program was also piloted here

m) Young entrepreneur fair – the grade 5s had sold items and new concepts

n) gardens on the land were adopted over the summer. One of the carpenters took a plant home and took care of it as well as one of our teachers

o) Little library was constructed by one of our families

p) Federica, who no longer has children at this school still comes around to create art in our space

q) Many provocations for thinking, reflections hallway, sensory wall

r) For the coming year: action plan for learning is started with a visual, one indigenous goal, intellectual, social-emotional goal. We focused on the land last year and now we are looking at the water as well. Coquitlam means: Red fish off the river. Indigenous goal – learning about the fish, social-emotional goal is concentric rings of care and intellectual: critical thinking. Potentially may be having an artist come into the school this year and potentially want to bring in fish in the art – stream of dreams will be coming in this year, salmon eggs coming into the piazza

s) One of the asks from the teachers is for parents to refrain from bringing treats to the classroom. Some children have severe allergies and health concerns.

t) Gymsense is a trained gymnastics instructor that leads the children through stations, they come in for 10 days. We were not able to have them in last year. This year we do have them coming in.

u) code of conduct has been updated – the big change is no phones or recording. As a school, we do a lot of documentation and will have a lot of pictures. Children’s behaviour online is also a part of the code of conduct in school.

v) Shawne received a $30,000 grant for the undercover area to become an outdoor meeting place, will be working with the children to design it. Parents have been excited about doing something with the garden

8. New Business - Shannon

· Emily would like to pass a motion to remove the outgoing President to be removed from the banking information and for Shannon to be added instead, Maryland seconded, passed
· Shelley would like to suggest for the grade 5 field trip to be at Otter Co-op outdoor experience

· Shawne will work with a committee of parents to find a year-end activity for the Grade 5’s

· Ally asked why there are no longer agendas in the schools? Shawne is happy to ask/inquire about why it is not available anymore, everything done at this school is done very intentionally. Gabby says her school does have agendas – they write what forms/activities are for the next day. Shannon also can look into it.

Shannon motioned to end meeting at 7:24pm, seconded by Tatianna, passed

