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Okay…we’re a little excited. 
 
Look at how far we’ve made it! We’re so proud of our students and how well they’ve worked, following protocols and 
doing their best to have a safe and successful year. They’ve earned their break!  
 
A few notes before we go…. 
 
Report Cards today! 
Report cards should be hot in your little ones’ hands (or squished beneath their books and jackets in their backpacks!). 
Please take some time to read over the reports for information on how your kids are doing and ways to continue to support 
them. We will be having parent-student-teacher conferences on Thursday, April 22nd – school will be dismissed early at 
1:43 that day. Information on requesting an appointment to meet with your child(ren)’s teacher will be sent after spring 
break. 
 
Planning for Next Year 
Though we’ve been making plans for next year for some time now, including completing kindergarten registrations and 
reviewing cross-catchment applications, this is the time of year when we start to crunch numbers and figure out our 
organization for the coming school year. 
 
If you have a child you meant to register for next year’s kindergarten – or know a neighbour who hasn’t done so yet – 
please encourage them to get in touch right away so we make sure we have the space (we’re growing like a waistline at 
Christmas!).   
 
Also, if you have plans to move to a new neighbourhood, school or program before next year, it’s very important that you 
let us know, sooner rather than later. A few of our grades are chock-a-block full, which could limit our ability to consider 
requests for program changes at some grade levels. If you’re unsure or have questions, please get in touch with your 
teacher or with me so we can help make the best plans for your child. 
 
COVID-19 Safety for Spring Break 
While we’re looking forward to spring break, we also recognize that this spring break isn’t quite like all the others we’ve 
had. I really encourage you to rest, relax, get outside and have fun….safely. In the interest of keeping everyone safe and 
being ready to reopen safely in April, please remember to follow required safety protocols, maintain physical distance as 
much as possible and limit contacts to limited groups, meeting or playing outside. We’re hoping to see everyone back here 
safe and sound after the break.  
 
Please check your email periodically over the holiday – in the event we need to make contact with COVID information, 
email is the way I will be in touch. 
 
Attached is a letter from Coquitlam School District Superintendent Patricia Gartland with detailed information. 



 
 

Online Student Learning Survey for Grade 4 Parents 
Each year, the Ministry of Education surveys students in grades 4, 7, 
and 10 and asks their parents to complete a survey as well. 
 
From now until April 30th, the Ministry’s Student Learning Survey is 
open to parents of students in Grade 4 and your participation is very 
much appreciated.  
 
To complete the survey: 
1. Go to any computer that has an up-to-date internet browser 
access at home, work, or school.   

2. Go to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm   
3. Under the section Direct Access – no logon number required select: 

• District: the name of your child’s district 
• School: the name of your child’s school 
• Language: the language of your choice 

4. Complete the survey by clicking on the appropriate circle to answer each question.  Move to the next set of 
questions by clicking on the right arrow in the bottom right corner of the screen. Click on the left arrow to 
navigate backwards. 

5. When you are finished the survey, you will get a message “Thank you for sharing your views”. 
6. Once complete, your school will have the results immediately. 

 
 
Wildlife Awareness  
In response to what appears to be a recent increase in the number 
of cougar and/bear sightings in the District, please know that the 
school has a wildlife protocol should wild animals be seen in and 
around the school or neighbourhood. In the event of a wild animal 
sighting, schools will be put into a Shelter in Place. This means 
that hazards are kept outside the building while students are kept 
safe indoors. If students are already outside, they will be brought 
inside through an established protocol.  Students in such a case 
may also be dismissed from school in a controlled manner at the 
end of the day in order to monitor exits for safety. 
 
Also, if walking to school, please remind your children to: 

• use well lit busier roads and walkways  
• walk noisily in groups  
• avoid forest paths and walking alone 

 
SD43 staff are committed to the safety of all members of our learning community and we can all continue to be vigilant 
when it comes to wild animals near schools.  
 
To report a conflict with wildlife that may threaten public safety call the Ministry of Environment Conservation Office at 
1-877-952-7277. 
We will continue to monitor the situation closely in the interests of school community safety. 
 
Bon Voyage Ms. Sendjaya 
Friday marks the last day at Coquitlam River for Ms. Sendjaya, who is headed to the Richmond School District. Ms. 
Sendjaya has been working with us part-time since September in Student Services and quickly became a valuable part of 
the team. Thank you for your time with us – unfortunately brief – and we wish you all the best in your new endeavours. 
After Spring Break, Ms. Young, already in Student Services, will be adding two more days per week until the end of the 
year. 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm


Mark Your Calendars – New Kindergartners (crayons are acceptable!) 
Wednesday, June 9th – Welcome to Kindergarten! Details to come. If you have a new kindergarten student and would like 
to attend a ‘Connecting to Kindergarten with Strong Start’ session, please see the attached C2K flyer. 
 
Dangerously Cute - #GameSafe 
Online games can expose your kids to more than you think. 
The risk of a child being exploited has increased during the pandemic, 
as kids spend more time online than ever before. Online video games 
are one of the main ways kids socialize and interact with friends. 
 
Sexual predators and exploiters know this and use online games to 
connect and groom their victims. So, while the games are fun, and the 
onscreen characters can seem cute and friendly, the people behind characters may not be. 
 
Our 2021 awareness campaign, titled Dangerously Cute was created by Will Creative and aims to help parents and 
caregivers teach their kids to keep safe while playing video games. 
 
Visit GameSafe.ca to learn more and download helpful resources for parents, caregivers and educators, including our Top-
10 Tip Sheet to Game Safe, and a sample Safety Plan. 
 

From the PAC 

!Pizza Night! 
 

WHEN: April 6th 2021  
WHERE: EMILIO FINATTI PIZZERIA 

#1160 551 Sherling Place, Port Coquitlam  
778-244-8069. 

emiliofinatti.com 
HOW: quote COQUITLAM RIVER ELEMENTARY PAC when placing orders  

 
Offer applies to take out orders and is valid from 11:30 am to 9:30 pm  

Be sure to order early or pre order to prevent long wait times. 
 

 

 
Have a wonderful spring break – see you back here on Tuesday, April 6th! 
 
 
 
 
David 

https://www.childrenofthestreet.com/game-safe

