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January 2026 
 
Monday, January 26  Professional Development Day – no school for all students 
February 2 – 6   Kindergarten Registration for September 2026 
Tuesday, February 3  Strong Start closed for the day 
    PAC meeting – 7:00 pm in the library 
Thursday, February 5  PAC hot lunch – Red Robin 
 
Please regularly check the school website for calendar and event updates. 
 
And so it ends… 
As January wends its way to a close, so too does my tenure at Coquitlam River Elementary.  
 
It is a unique experience to enter a school in the throes of the pandemic (remember that?), watching as the 
littlest of our learners have grown into the leaders of our learners. It has been amazing to watch as my first 
set of kindergartners have grown into the grade 5’s who will soon venture off into middle school. 
 
I want to say thank you to the wonderful staff with whom I have been privileged to share this workplace 
over the past five and a half years. In my more than thirty years in public education, this is one of the most 
caring, dedicated group of educators I have experienced.  
 
Thank you to the community of families who were most welcoming and trust us with their kids each day, 
and especially to the members of the Parent Advisory Council, who work so hard to raise funds to support 
making this the best school it can be, and to provide events to foster and grow community connections.  
 
My last day will be Thursdsay, January 29th. Ms. Nicole Bourbonnais will take the helm beginning Monday, 
February 2nd. We have had many conversations to plan the transition, and I know I am leaving this 
incredible school community in great hands. 
 
I wish you, your children, and your families all the very best. 
 
David 
 
Reminder – Professional Development Day – Monday, January 26th 
Please be reminded that this coming Monday, January 26th is a professional development day at Coquitlam 
River Elementary. School is closed for all students. See you back here on Tuesday! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sd43.bc.ca/school/coquitlamriver


 

Kindergarten registration  
‘Tis the season for kindergarten registration. If you have a child born in 2021 you are planning to enrol in 
kindergarten for September 2026, please visit the school district website registration page: 
 

https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Schools/Registration/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 

Look for the button to download registration documents. It looks like this: 
 

 
 

The registration form and required documents can be emailed to the school at CoquitlamRiver@sd43.bc.ca 
between February 2-5, 2026. 
 
If you are interested in a Cross Catchment application to a school outside your regular catchment school, 
the process for applications is open from February 6 – 11. You can find more information on the school 
district’s cross catchment page here: 
 

https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Schools/Pages/CrossCatchment.aspx#/= 
 

 
 

How much screen time… 
…is too much, especially in the early years of development? Recent studies are showing concrete, 
conclusive evidence of the impact of screen time on learning and development. See this recent article for 
more information:  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/jan/11/excessive-screen-time-limits-vocabulary-of-
toddlers-experts-warn?mc_cid=56b4dfa17c&mc_eid=7582353964 

 
Don’t forget the sushi! 
Looking for a bite to eat on the Pro-D day? The grade 5 parent fundraising committee enourages you to 
order from Sushi-Fu to help raise funds for our year end activities. See the flyer below.  

https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Schools/Registration/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Schools/Registration/Pages/default.aspx#/=
mailto:CoquitlamRiver@sd43.bc.ca
https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Schools/Pages/CrossCatchment.aspx#/=
https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Schools/Pages/CrossCatchment.aspx#/=
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/jan/11/excessive-screen-time-limits-vocabulary-of-toddlers-experts-warn?mc_cid=56b4dfa17c&mc_eid=7582353964
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/jan/11/excessive-screen-time-limits-vocabulary-of-toddlers-experts-warn?mc_cid=56b4dfa17c&mc_eid=7582353964
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/jan/11/excessive-screen-time-limits-vocabulary-of-toddlers-experts-warn?mc_cid=56b4dfa17c&mc_eid=7582353964


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 


