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Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, Jan 20, 2021 

I. Agenda 

• Welcome 

• Update on Poinsettia sales 

• Budget report 

• Results of surveys 

• Priorities 

• Next steps 

II. Attendees 

Will Davis – host (willdaviscanada@gmail.com) Claudia Mora 

Julie Foster      Aforza Samji 

Karen Illman      Claudia Otalora 

Linda-Louise St-Arnoud    Iris Escalante  

Lisa Hucal      Kim 

Clover Lewis      Kim Succurro 

Lora Covinha      Laura Demichina 

Leah Papillo      Fiona Brinkman      

Lee Carswell      Linh Leung 

Jamil Samji       

III. Previous meeting held Monday, November 30, 2020.  
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IV. Poinsettia update: $1050 profit from poinsettia sales. Was reported that the profit was good given 
the time constraints and time invested. PAC bought plants for every staff member as supplies had 
excess due to COVID and needed to sell. Were able to purchase for $3.50 each. 

V. Budget:  

• PAC support   $4000 

• Poinsettias   $1050 

• Wild West    $8894.64 

• Left over last year grad $1164.07 

• Left over in KEV  $2000 

• BC Liquor Store Dry Grad $1382.05 

• Current holdings are $18,490.79 

VI. Julie Foster presented the results of the Parent Survey and the Student Survey.  

Summary notes: Parents and students voted similarly on their top three after grad events as being 
“Swag bags”, “Getting dressed up and having photo opportunity”, and “Online virtual after grad 
party”. 

Parents and students clearly voted that they were not wanting to have no grad and donate the funds. 

75% of parents voted to not participate in fundraising and pay a fee instead. 

Comments were attached and reviewed. 
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VII. Priorities:  

1. The committee felt it important to liaise with the Student Grad Committee. 

• Ask Heather Murphy if we can meet with them? 

• Let the student grad committee know it is not the parents’ choice regarding holding a socially-
distanced grad. The rules will be mandated by the PHO, Min of Education, and the school 
district. 

• Let them know how much we commiserate and feel for them. 

• Let them know about the risk/benefit discussion about why it is allowed to attend school in 
person and not have in person social interactions.  

• Do they want to partner to launch online games?  

2. Photo opportunities created by the City of Coquitlam is a possibility 

•  Contact the City to see if this is really happening. Who is the contact person? What is their 
plan for how many places for photos. Do they see each high school having a “day” to go 
around or will it be more free-formed? How long will the photo op pieces be installed? Can we 
coordinate efforts with other schools to make more photo ops with combined efforts? What 
about the City of Port Moody? 

VIII. Next Steps:  

• Meet with Heather Murphy next week to discuss the following: 

1. Have the Grad guidelines from SD43 come through? 

2. Swag bags – how can we partner with the school on swag bags? 

3. Confirm the school’s commencement date 

4. What dates are we considering then for the Online virtual grad? 

5. What dates would work best for Grad Week? Grad week would be a Spirit 
week leading up to the online event, theme days, post pictures, prize draws, 
dress up day, photo wall with balloon arch,  
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6. Can we meet with the student grad committee? students help with online 
games? 

7. Our budget so far and where the money is being held 

8. Lawn signs 

9. Balloon wall for photos during Grad Week 

10. Can we communicate our minutes to the parent population via the school 
newsletter and Parent/PAC spot on website. 

• Tentative booking for Online Grad Event 

11. Does the production company require a deposit? 

12. Can we hold a date? Thinking Jun 5th at this point 

• Personalized item to get grads excited about their grad 

13. The parents want to do something earlier in the year to get the grads excited 
about what is coming. The thought was that it would be personalized to 
make them feel seen and heard. Need a working group to brainstorm ideas, 
budget, timing. Would it be like the Grad Ninja? 

14. The following people volunteered to be on this working group: Leah, Linda-
Louise, Iris, Linh, Lee, Afroza 

•  Lawn signs – can the effort be coordinated across a few schools to reduce cost? 

15. Linda-Louise volunteered to liaise with other schools 
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IX. Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, Jan 27 

Action Items Owner(s) Deadline Status/Notes 

Set up a meeting 
with Heather 
Murphy 

Will Davis Jan 27, 2021 In progress 

Follow up City of 
Coquitlam’s Photo 
Op Plans 

Iris Escalante  Coordinate with Will and Claire Wheeler 

Contact 
DJ/production 
company to secure 
a date 

Karen Illman   

Brainstorm re 
personalized item 
for grads 

Leah  Working group: Leah, Linda-Louise, Iris, Linh, Lee, 
Afroza 

Lawn signs – 
coordinate with 
other schools? 

Linda-Lousie St-
Arnaud 

  

Create an email list 
of our participants 

Julie Foster  Pending; need notes from chat 
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