The Social Insurance Number (SIN) is a 9 digit number that you need to work in Canada or to have access to government programs and benefits. 

You can apply at a Service Canada Office  
You can apply by mail
You can apply on-line – through the new e-SIN Service 
There is no fee to apply for a Social Insurance Number (SIN).
There is no longer a card; you will be issued a SIN Confirmation.

For In person:
Drop in or make an appointment :  eServiceCanada Service Request Form - E-service Canada.ca
You must provide the following documents:
an original valid primary document
an original valid secondary document (only applicable if you have reached the age of majority in your province or territory of residence)
an original valid supporting document (only applicable if the name on your primary document is different from the one on your secondary document or from the one you wish to register in the Social Insurance Register)
Time frame: SIN will be issued at the appointment

By mail: 
Submit a completed SIN application form and the required original documents and send to:

Service Canada, Social Insurance Registration Office
PO Box 7000
Bathurst NB  E2A 4T1

You must submit original documents. You would need to supply a valid original Primary Document, a completed SIN Application and an original valid supporting document (if the name on your primary document is different from the name on your SIN application form)
Time frame: 25 day processing time frame 

Apply online via eSIN:
If you are applying online, you must provide the following documents:
a digital copy of an original valid primary document 
a digital copy of an original valid secondary document
a digital copy of a proof of address
a digital copy of an original valid supporting document (if the name on your primary document is different from the name on your secondary document or than the name on your online SIN application form)

Visit:   https://sin-nas.canada.ca/en/Sin/
Time frame:  If you apply for a SIN online or by mail and your application meets the requirements, you will receive a letter with your SIN by mail within 15 business days from the date the application is received.

For general information about the SIN program or to verify the status of your request:    1-866-274-6627

