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Principals Corner  
We turn the page on another school year and this one will no doubt will 
be remembered more easily than most.  Unique circumstances shaped 
the way we lived our lives, whether at home, at work, or indeed at 
school. 
 
I can’t say enough about how responsible the CLC students have been 
throughout this year, from Day One, in following the COVID protocols 
and making this school as safe as it can be.  Thank you students! 
Looking back over the year brings to mind some very good memories as 
well here at CLC.  The highlight photos in this newsletter capture the 
people and atmosphere of CLC better than my words ever could.  
  
Many thanks to all of the family members and friends who accompanied 
each of our six grads at our Wed. June 23rd ceremonies.Our goal was to 
provide a memorable tribute to each of our grads for their great accom-
plishments here at CLC.  The smiles and sometimes tears indicated that 
this was a meaningful event.  Huge thanks to our staff, and in particular 
Dannielle your Youth Worker, for planning this year’s Grad. 
  
Looking ahead, as you will likely know by now, school will be very much 
a return to a normal structure.  At CLC, students will be able to attend 
every day.  The staff have drafted a schedule for each student that will 
be shared with you at our Family Meetings in September (watch for an 
invitation from Will Cullen our Counsellor the week of August 30th).  The 
new school year will also see a reduction in most of the COVID proto-
cols:  field trips, volunteer opportunities, and large group gatherings will 
be back in action; handwashing and daily health checks will continue to 
be encouraged; masks will not be required.  More details to come when 
we kick off the new school year. 
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Principal’s Corner Continued 

Thank you to all of you, students as well as parents/guardians, for being 
part of the CLC community this year.  CLC is indeed a unique 
“school”.  Our valedictorian Lily Morrison captures the kind of learning 
environment we are so fortunate to have here: 
 
In my time here, I have made what feels like a home. The staff are more 
than teachers to me, more than mentors, they are friends. This school, 
and so many of the lovely people within, have always shown care, al-
ways shown desire for me to be happy, healthy, and successful. It truly 
hurts to move on, but I leave with so many countless blessings, memo-
ries, and lessons. Though, I am scared to grow up, this community of 
people have accepted me to the extent no other community has and I 
can say with comfort, what is more terrifying is to think of where I 
would be, who I would be, if I had never come here at all. Thank you to 
everyone for leading me along this path to college, for the support, for 
believing in me, and for all the memories I have made here. 
  
On behalf of the CLC staff I wish you an enjoyable summer and “see you 
in September”!  
  
Murray Peters 
Principal – Customized Learning Centre 
  
PS:  You can watch our year end video at https://www.sd43.bc.ca/ce/
CLC/Documents/Grad2021.mp4 

https://www.sd43.bc.ca/ce/CLC/Documents/Grad2021.mp4
https://www.sd43.bc.ca/ce/CLC/Documents/Grad2021.mp4
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Margarita’s Memorandum 
 

Oh, what a year! A year that felt like the Twilight Zone. The year it felt like 
everything was on pause, yet we had to keep moving, unknowing of what 
each day held. It will be a year we all probably want to forget but almost 
certainly never will. Though it is easy to look at what we missed out on, 
there was lots of things we gained!  

We got to slow down and simplify our lives and see what really mattered. 
We got to lead quiet and calmer lives. We got to appreciate and reflect on 
all the things we missed and take stock of all the things we would do 
when Covid was all over. We saw the importance of family and close 
friendships and we saw the need for connection.  

It is funny that we, as humans, only miss things when they are gone. For 
me, I got to make deeper connections and memories with a few select 
people instead of connecting loosely with many. I got outside more and 
took in the fresh air and saw the great value of nature. I got to prioritize 
my mental health and learn the importance of sleep, exercise, medita-
tion, and my faith. It is in the stillness of life, that we can find peace, 
truth, and calm. Though I am eager to get back to normal life, I will also 
remember the value of the year of Covid and the benefits it brought to 
my life.  
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 Mike's Musings 

Navigating the “New Normal”  

   
Suffice it to say that our journey during the last 16 months will be 
etched within our collective consciousness probably for generations to 
come.  From an educational perspective, we were all committed to en-
suring that the show went on, but figuring out the how presented a 
gargantuan task.  
With brighter days hopefully on the horizon, I think that we should 
each take pause to give ourselves a well-deserved pat on the back for 
a job well-done.  Students, families, youth workers, educational ad-
ministrators, and teachers alike were tasked with dealing with one of 
the biggest disturbances to the human condition-change.  While the 
ride was definitely bumpy and probably quite uncomfortable at differ-
ent times for all passengers, our collective resolve to trudge on, cou-
pled with our open mindedness and flexibility, got us through the 
worst of the journey.  
Hopefully we all made it through not too much worse for the wear.  
Perhaps we even learned a few valuable lessons regarding communi-
cating and collaborating, and what were until very recently, unconven-
tional learning options.  Thankfully we will be able to draw upon the 
inspiration and adaptability gained from dealing with recent trials and 
tribulations as we navigate the new normal moving forward.  
  
mike  
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CLC GRADUATES OF 2021  

Jacob  

Gerrard  

Nash  

Herrmann 
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CLC GRADUATES OF 2021  

Emily  

Iachetta  

Lily  

Morrison  
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CLC GRADUATES OF 2021  

Preston  

Salaj  

Donia 

Yang 
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Vivian’s Voice  

And the award for most overused phrase of the year goes to: This has 
been a year like no other. If I had a dime for every time I heard this phrase 
(or unprecedented), I would be happily retired. 
These words usually refer to the impacts of Covid-19, but I can use them 
just as well for my time at the CLC this year. In four years of teaching, the 
CLC is my fourth site, and I can honestly say, the best of the four. I will 
cherish the many happy memories I have collected: lengthy, genuine con-
versations with students, professional development vis-a-vis my distin-
guished colleagues, and finding one last package of Ritz-Bitz cheese crack-
ers hiding on the bottom of Dannielle’s snack pile. Every minute of work-
ing here has been a joy. From the bottom of my heart, I thank everyone for 
making this a most wonderful year for me, despite all that is happening in 
the world. 
  
Vivian 
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Daily Dose of Dannielle  
It’s a Wrap! 

Just like that the year is done! It has really been one for the record books, 

but I can honestly say we all made the best of it. I have witnessed the staff 

and students come together in some amazing ways, challenge themselves, 

and preserve through uncharted territory.  

When I look back at 2021, I do not want to think of Covid-19. I will remem-

ber the carnival, pumpkin carving, ice cream socials, graduation, lunches, 

and time spent with our CLC community! I hope you all have an amazing 

summer. Congratulations to our graduates and I look forward to seeing the 

rest of you in September.  
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Kelcey’s 2020/2021 Reflection 

 

It has been a tough, unique year for all of us, and yet, we are resilient.  I 

continue to go for walks and bike rides near my house, as I always have, 

but I notice that the trails are more packed than usual.  Covid restrictions 

forced many of us to explore our communities more.  I regularly see fami-

lies enjoying the outdoors together, many more of them going for walks 

around their neighbourhood, grandparents joining in too.  I have never 

seen my local ice cream shop busy, until this year.  It’s nice to see every-

one together, outdoors in the fresh air.  I, for one, value nature, and be-

lieve we, as humans, need it to survive and thrive.  As a society we’ve 

been forced to slow down, take a breath, and lead a simpler life.  I think 

this might be a silver lining to this pandemic we are in.  And we need 

hope, we need to focus on the positive going forward.  My wish for all of 

you this summer is to let go of some of the fear, get outside, be resilient, 

and stay safe.  Take care of yourselves; I have really enjoyed working one-

on-one with all of you this year and taking the time to chat with you as 

we’ve had more time to do it with the smaller class sizes.   

Kelcey’s Corner  
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Tony Times  

First of all I'd like to say thank you to the warm reception I've received 

from day one.  Being only 3 years old I had been wondering if I'd fit in 

with the high school students, not to mention the really old staff mem-

bers!  But right from the start you have petted me, greeted me by name, 

and let me smell your shoes (one of my favourite hobbies... I love 

sniffing things). 

CLC is such a relaxing place that I feel right at home.  I hope I can con-

tribute to a calm atmosphere with my own brand of calmness and 

charm.  I love hanging out in Dannielle's office on my couch and 

greeting students who come by.  I've got to know a few of the students 

especially well and I get the sense that I'm someone they especially look 

forward to seeing each day 

Here is how my work day typically looks: 

7:00ish:  Arrive with Mr. Peters and help him in 

the office 

8:30:  My first outdoor walk and bathroom 

break of the day 

9:00-11:00:  Greeting students as they arrive 

and hanging out with Dannielle and the CLC students 

11:00-12:00:  A break with Mr. Peters, including my lunch and a short 

walk 12:00-2:00:  More hanging out with Dannielle and the students  

2:00-5ish:  Resting and hanging out in Mr. Peters' office, then home for 

dinner :) 

I'm looking forward to my summer vacation but will miss all of you at 

CLC.  This September will be exciting as you students will get to come to 

school every day.  And I'll see what the bottom half of your faces look 

like if you don't have to wear those masks anymore!  But please remem-

ber to wear your shoes. 

Thanks, Tony  
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Thoughts from Taryn  

Hi everyone, 
 
This year was one for the books! I’ll forever remember how every-
one at CLC supported each other in getting through this pandemic 
together. All of the students and staff demonstrated such strength 
and bravery and I think it’s important to note how resilient we all 
are. A huge congratulations to the graduates of 2021 and I will see 
the rest of you next year. Have a great summer everyone. 
 
Taryn Rodgers 
Indigenous Youth Worker 
tarodgers@sd43.bc.ca 
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Thank you for reading our year end thoughts. 

Articles and photos taken and written by the CLC 

Staff. 

Newsletter was arranged and designed by Thomas 

Foord,  CLC student.  
 


