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WELCOME TO RIVERSIDE, 
 

We are busy planning for the 2012/13 school year and are excited to welcome our incoming Grade Nine 

students to Riverside!  Riverside is a great school, with many different opportunities for students, and we 

hope that you are excited to be joining us next year!  While we know that students sometimes have mixed 

feelings about leaving middle school, our hope is to work through the transition to Riverside with you so that 

by the time you join us in September, you will feel comfortable and happy to be here. 
 

In addition to a strong academic program that includes diverse opportunities for enrichment as well as 

supports for students requiring extra assistance, Riverside offers more than twenty elective choices for Grade 

Nine students.  We try hard to be a comprehensive school that offers something of interest for every student 

in our school. 
 

We continue to focus on our main goal area of continually improving graduation and transition rates.  We 

offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs, teams and other activities, and encourage our incoming Grade 

Nine students to get involved in whatever sounds interesting to you.  Whether it be rugby, acting, Math 

Club or Leadership, all students will benefit from trying something new, or continuing with an area of 

interest from middle school. 

Please take the time to review the information in the booklet detailing the courses and support services we 

offer and stay in regular contact with our counsellors and administration to ensure this coming year is a 

smooth one. 

Anthony Ciolfitto, Principal 

CLUBS & TEAMS 
 

The organization of clubs is based on student interest and staff sponsorship. 

Students are encouraged to become involved in extra-curricular activities.   

Participation in activities outside the classroom helps to make the secondary  

school years more enjoyable and rewarding.  Some of the clubs and teams 

 that have been active in the past at Riverside include: 

 
CLUBS TEAMS 

 Art Club  Aquatics 

 Chess  Badminton 

 Creative Writing  Basketball 

 Encounters with Canada  Cheer & Dance 

 Fitness Club  Cross-Country 

 Guitar Club  Curling 

 Global Issues Club  Field Hockey 

 GLOW (Gay Lesbian Or Whatever)  Field Lacrosse 

 Grad Committee (G-12)  Golf 

 Grad Dinner/Dance Committee  Gymnastics 

 Green Shirts/Leadership  Hockey 

 H2O (Christian Community)  Mountain Biking 

 Japanese Animation  Rugby 

 Korean Drummers  Soccer 

 Reach (Environmental Club)  Tennis 

 Red Shirts/Multicultural Leadership  Track & Field 

 Referees & Scorekeepers  Volleyball 

 Riverside Hosts  Wrestling 

 Skateboarding  

 Ski/Snowboard  

 Student Council  

 
 

Extra Curricular Athletic Fees: 
In order to offset the costs of optional extracurricular athletics, student participants are 

charged a yearly “athletic fee” along with an “individual sport fee” which varies by sport 

(up to $200).  For complete details please refer to the information on our web site. 

 

 

 

COUNSELLING SERVICES 
 

Students are assigned alphabetically to a Counsellor and may see a Counsellor by going directly to the 

Counselling office to book an appointment.  Parents are encouraged to contact the Counsellor any time they 

have concerns about their child’s progress or attendance.  Counsellors will make every effort to keep parents 

informed whenever a situation arises which requires attention. Students are assigned to Counsellors 

according to their last name: 
 

Mrs. Simpson A – E   Mrs. Wattamaniuk Le – Q 

Ms. Chittenden F – La   Mr. Lemire  R – Z  
      

STUDENT SERVICES 
 

Students served by school-based support services are those students who require an individual education 

plan.  They have a wide variety of learning needs which may include: gifted and talented; visual, hearing, 

physical or chronic health impairments; speech and language disorders; learning disabilities; behaviour 

disorders;  English Language Learning; and/or social/emotional difficulties. 
 

The focus of school-based support services is to enable students to become active participants in their learning 

experiences and to continue developing to their potential.  Referrals for school-based support services are made 

via school Counsellors to the school-based team. 
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2 – ART FOUNDATIONS 10 
Whether you are an experienced artist or a beginner, this course will 
help students to develop artistic skills, confidence and an artistic eye.  
While drawing and painting will be a primary focus in this course, 3-D 
sculpture, printmaking, pottery, collage and photography are some of 
the other areas that will be pursued.  This is a sampler class, and 
therefore an ideal first course to take in the art department. 
 

3 –CERAMICS AND POTTERY 10 
Learn how to think and then build in 3-D using Mother Nature‟s 
ultimate building material – clay!  Various building techniques such as 
pinch, coil, slab and wheel throwing will be taught.  Students will also 
learn to finish their work using underglaze, glaze, and cold finishing 
techniques  
 

5 -DRAWING AND PAINTING 10 
Drawing and painting skills are the foundations of art and are used in 
many areas including animation, graffiti art, tattoo work, computer and 
fashion design.  In this course students learn how to draw realistically, 
to work in the style of popular artists and to develop a personal style 
of artwork.  Students will also experiment with media such as pencil, 
pen, pastel, conte, watercolour, ink, and acrylic.  This is a great 
course for the beginner as well as for those who already know how to 
draw and paint and want to further develop their skills.   
 

428–PHOTOGRAPHY 10 
Students will learn the basic photographic principles of using digital 
cameras.  You will learn to develop the ability to “see” what makes a 
great photo and how to “think” like a photographer, no matter what 
kind of camera you are using.  You will learn how to use all the 
features of digital cameras, (including aperture and shutter speed) and 
how to use the computer programs on the Mac that support the digital 
photographer.  Graphic techniques such as photomontage, page 
layout and design, and many other hand and computer graphic 
techniques will be included.   
 

4 – YEARBOOK 10 
Help create the moments that last for a lifetime! In Yearbook 10 you 
will learn both the practical and creative sides of photojournalism and 
desktop publishing. Students will learn to develop a journalistic style of 
writing, computer layout, graphic design techniques, traditional and 
digital photography. Students will be introduced to Adobe PhotoShop 
and PageMaker to create digital layouts. All of these concepts and 
techniques will be used to create our Riverside yearbook. Yearbook 
students will also have a chance to get involved with creating moving 
image presentations, learning digital editing and sound. 
 

393- CONVERSATION 10 
A French Immersion requirement, this first semester course will give 
students the opportunity to practice their oral skills in a variety of 
creative ways in order to develop more confidence with the language.  
They will take Français 9 in Semester 2.  
 

88– INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 10 
The purpose of this course is to introduce and advance students‟ 
studies of information and communication technology.  Units will 
include computer etiquette and ethics, image manipulation, effective 
internet use, multimedia presentations, web programming, database, 
spread sheet and word processing procedures. This course will 
support future project work across the curriculum. 

 

125 - BAND 9 
This course is intended for both students who have taken an introductory 
Band course in Grade 7 or 8 or beginners.  The course will involve 
instrumental technique, performance, theory, music history and music 
appreciation as they relate to the repertoire studied.  As with all music 
activities, a commitment to regular home practice is expected.  The course 
is offered at 7:45 a.m. and students will also be required to attend all 
scheduled extra-curricular rehearsals and performances as part of the 
course expectations. 
 
126 - CHOIR 9 
Choir 9 is intended as an introductory choral experience.  The course will 
cover basic singing technique, music reading, repertoire understanding, 
performance and the responsibilities, which go along with working in a 
group situation.  As with all music activities, a commitment to regular home 
practice is expected.  Students will be required to attend all scheduled 
extra-curricular rehearsals and performances as part of the course. 
 
196 – CARPENTRY & JOINERY 10 
Students will use tools, machines and processes related to wood joinery 
and project development such as tableware, elegant cases, lamps and 
furniture.  You will independently design your own project and make your 
product idea become a reality.  
 
195 - DRAFTING & DESIGN ANIMATION 10  
This course focuses on graphic communication methods of design and 
involves board sketching, rendering, computer drafting, computer 
animation, project modeling, problem solving, and independent project 
work.  You will use Auto-Cad, 3D Studio MAX, and Modeling tools to solve 
challenges related to fashion, architecture, landscape, interior design and 
product development.  
 
193 – INDUSTRIAL DESIGN 10 
This course provides students an opportunity to investigate new 
technology, invent a variety of contraptions, and make personal projects of 
interest.  Related topics include:  design, games, bridge engineering, 
material manipulation, electronics (nerve tester), etc.  Where applicable, 
students are responsible for purchasing material for personal work.   
 
194 - POWER TECHNOLOGY 10  
Students will use tools, machines and processes related to all types of 
mechanical devices such as small engines, bikes, and basic cars.  The 
correct and safe use of tools and equipment will be stressed.   
   

 

465 – MATH 9 SUPPORT 
Intended for students who have struggled with Math 8, this course provides 
extra support so students can be successful in the regular Math 9 program.  
The course is offered at 8:10 a.m. every other day and includes pre-
teaching & re-teaching of concepts covered along with one-on-one 
assistance from peer tutors.  Homework support and organizational 
strategies are provided as well.  A recommendation from the grade 8 
teacher and parent approval is required. 
 
 

 

 

408 - KEYBOARDING 11  
This introductory course is designed to provide students with touch-typing 
skills (typing without looking at the keyboard). Basic document formatting 
and preparation of business documents will also be taught, including 
business letters and reports.  This extremely useful course will benefit 
young people for many years whether at home, school or employment.  
 
 403–JOURNALISM 10 
This introduction to Journalism will give students an opportunity to work on 
our school newspaper, “The Eddy.”  Basic journalistic style will be taught 
and students will have the opportunity to design layouts, work with state of  
of the art graphics and publishing programs, take pictures, and find out how 
rewarding and creative being a part of a newspaper staff can be. 
 
383 –FOOD STUDIES 10 
Students will create a variety of traditional breakfast foods, yummy lunches 
and delicious dinners. Principles of food preparation are introduced and 
applied with an emphasis on time management. Special occasions are 
celebrated throughout the course with the preparation of specialty food.     
 
387 –SEWING 10 
This course is great for students to begin their skills in sewing. Students will 
make clothes from start to finish, learn to use the sewing machine and to 
read and follow a pattern.  Projects may include any or all of the following:  
PJ pants, PJ shirt, simple skirt or pants, simple knit top (hoodie), garment 
bag, and/or lunch bag.   
 
418 –TEXTILES ARTS AND CRAFTS 10 
This „hands on‟ course is designed to offer a variety of crafting skills and 
will include decorator baskets, candlemaking, decorative painting, 
stenciling, creative ornaments, dreamcatchers and cross-stitching.  
Students have the opportunity to use their projects as gifts for friends and 
family. Sewing experience is not necessary.  
 
421 –LEADERSHIP 10 
This course is designed for students interested in developing leadership 
and team building skills.  Students will receive instruction in areas such as 
group process, communication skills, organization skills, problem solving 
and decision making.  Students will apply what they have learned by 
organizing, implementing and evaluating student-oriented activities.  
Admission to this course is by application. 
 
39 - DRAMA 9  
This course will provide students with basic acting skills in areas of mime, 
voice, movement, stage combat, improvisation and some script work in a 
positive, creative atmosphere aimed at improving students‟ confidence and 
cooperative skills.  Students learn the conventions of theatre while 
performing for each other in class, and build at least one class 
performance. 
 
129– GUITAR 10 
Students will learn basic chord patterns in folk, pop and rock styles, 
rudimentary music theory, note-reading, tablature, rhythmic skills, basic 
finger-picking patterns, various left-hand techniques, and some forms of 
melodic/harmonic styles of guitar playing.  The emphasis in the course is 
on ensemble playing.  Guitars will be provided for classroom use. 
No previous musical experience is required. 
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ENGLISH 

English 9 

Math 9 

Socials 9 

Science 9 

PE 9 

_____________Elective 

_____________Elective 

_____________Elective 

 

FRENCH IMMERSION 

English 9 

Mathématiques 9 

Sciences Humaines 9 

Science 9 

PE 9 

Français 9 

Conversation 10 

____________Elective 

COURSE PLANNING 
        Electives available to grade 9’s 

   

 Art 10  Drawing & Painting 10  Leadership 10 

 Band 9*  Food Studies 10  Photo Graphics 10 

 Carpentry & Joinery 10 

 Ceramics and Pottery 10 

 Choir 9* 

 Drafting Design &  Animation 10 

 Drama 9 

 

 Guitar 10 

 Industrial Design 10 

 Information & Communication 

        Technology 10 

 Journalism 10 

 Keyboarding 11 

 Power Technology 10 

 Sewing 10  

 Textile Arts and Crafts 10 

 Yearbook 10 

 

 

 *Note: these courses are taken as 

           a 9th course 

   Language electives available to grade 9’s   

 French 9 

 Spanish 9 

 Introductory Japanese 11 

A language 11 is required for direct entry into most universities but is neither a graduation requirement 

 nor a college entrance requirement.  SFU accepts Introductory Language 11 for entrance. 

 

 

SEMESTER AND LINEAR COURSES 

At Riverside, you will find that some courses are a semester (five months) long, and some are linear (all year). 

Semestered courses meet every day and linear courses meet every second day.  Sometimes, Grade Nine students 

find it challenging to adjust to the semester system and find themselves falling behind quickly.  We encourage 

students to stay on top of their work at the beginning of Grade Nine, and to see their teachers and/or counsellors 

for help early in the course if they are experiencing difficulty.  Leaving things too late in a semestered course 

may make it difficult to get caught up before the end of the semester. 

 

 

  

ELL Beginner 
1 semester 
(no credit) 

 Must pass to 

 move on 

ELL Intermediate 
1 Semester 
(no credit) 

Must pass to 
 move on 

 
Social Studies 10 

4 credits 

English 10 
4 credits 

Concurrent with: 
ELL Tutorial 

 (No credit) 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING SPECIALTY PROGRAMS 
Specialty programs allow students of similar abilities and 
interests to work together in a challenging environment.  Entry 
into these programs require application and/or assessment tests 
as space is limited.  Courses offered to grade 9 students are: 
 

Mathematics 9 Honours 

This course covers the learning outcomes from the Principles of 
Math 9 at an accelerated pace to allow time for enrichment and 
preparation for math contests.   Along with excellent math skills, 
students must be highly motivated with good study habits. 
 

Science 9 Honours 

Capable and enthusiastic students have the opportunity to take 
Science 9 in an enriched setting.  Students must be highly 
motivated with good study habits. 
 

Leadership 10 

Designed for students interested in developing leadership, 
communication and team-building skills, students will have 
opportunities to organize a variety of school activities. Experience 
gained in leadership can lead to scholarships. 
 
Hockey Academy 

Open to all skill levels, the class will be conducted on the ice at 
PoCo Arena and at Riverside.  A fee of $224 monthly includes 
ice time, coaching and academy athletic wear.  Students must 
provide their own equipment. A Hockey Academy open house 
will be held on February 6th at 7:00 p.m. at Riverside for more 
information. 

Digital Immersion 9        

Digital Immersion is a program which provides students the 
opportunity to use their laptop computer to facilitate learning both 
at school and at home.  Students in the program will stay 
together as a cohort with a core team of teachers for their 
“computer immersion” courses of English, Social Studies, 
Science and Digital Applications.  Students interested must 
possess a strong work ethic and a high degree of responsibility 
and have their own laptop computer.  Arrangements can be 
made for those who are unable to provide their own equipment to 
rent a school laptop for a nominal fee.  Students will not be 

denied access to this program due to financial need.  

Students receiving direct ELL 
service at the grade 8 level will 
be placed in an ELL course 
based on the recommendation 
of the current ELL teacher and 
a re-assessment test taken at 
Riverside on Tuesday, 
Aug.28th at 1:00 p.m.  
Students and their 
parents/guardians are invited 
to attend an orientation 
including lunch on Tuesday, 

Aug. 28th @ 11:30 a.m. 
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ELL Canadian 
Studies 4 credits 

Can be concurrent 
with: 

ESL Skills 

 
ELL Composition 

 
4 credits 

 

 


