MINUTES OF PAC MEETING

Date:_Monday, January 18, 2010                             

PINETREE SECONDARY SCHOOL

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE:  
Adriana Santamaria Ward
Lois Swanson
Michelle Sather

Thu Tran Nishi


June Lu

Mariella Rutty

John McCullough

Ling Mah
Janet Park

Donna Loss

  OPENING REMARKS:

· Meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by president, Janet Park

· The agenda was approved with no changes.
· Mariella motioned to adopt the minutes and seconded by Lois.  All in favour and Minutes for November23, 2009 adopted. 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT:  (John McCullough)

· John discussed the fact that the first semester is winding down, yet it is a very hectic and anxious time for many.  In-class exams are this week and provincial exams are next week. The grade 9 students are in attendance for two morning sessions next week.  This also allows time for students who need to make up work and assignments for classes. Staff is very busy with grade 8 visits from the middle schools, timetabling, course selection, budgeting and staffing for the 2010-2011 school year. On Monday, Feb. 1, the new semester starts up and the staff will go through the class size and composition meetings. There should be very few student course changes.  Overall, the school is doing well.
· John spoke about the $2 million dollar deficit that School District 43 has incurred due to provincial government under funding.  He made it clear that this deficit is NOT a result of mismanaged funds by our school district, but is because money promised to us, some in the form of grants and other funding formulas, is all of a sudden NOT coming. This has been a huge shock to all school districts throughout the province. School districts are not allowed to carry forward a deficit and all money MUST be paid back by the end of June.
Our school district’s guiding principles to deal with this situation right now are to be 1) fiscally responsible and 2) protect the classroom. The priority is to not lose jobs and trying not to impact the classroom. Therefore, each school MUST pay back a sum of money (yet to be determined) from their school board account and school based account (these are the only accounts a school has) AND is based on Sept 2009 balances NOT current balances. All of this, and cost cutting at the district level, will hopefully take care of the deficit for this year. An even larger problem looms for next year, with a projected $200 million dollar provincial wide deficit.

This is very worrisome as where does John get the money?…which department? program? money that has been diligently saved over a period of time for a large purchase is at risk? John plans on meeting with all participants (teachers at staff mtgs; parents at PAC/SPC mtgs) to get input. He will meet with others (admin and team leaders) to help with the decision. These mtgs will hopefully elicit ideas on some cost cutting ideas such as cutting back on photocopying.  John’s goal is to attempt to minimize a negative impact on the classroom. He wants to keep upbeat and not to have teachers and students worry…rather, concentrate on the efforts in the ‘classroom.’ Next month, John will come back to PAC with more exact information for parents.
· Catchment mtg update: on Feb 18th, the district on-line cross catchment form is available. On April 2nd, letters are sent out letting parents know their children’s school.
TREASURER’S REPORT: (Lois Swanson)

· Lois mentioned that she is anticipating that by April 30th, most teacher’s PAC allotted funds will be spent. This will help enable most outstanding accounting issues that should be completed by June 30th.
DPAC REPORT: (Mariella Rutty)
· BCCPAC is looking for volunteer parents who are interested in running for a position. Please let Janet know and she can forward you the info.
· A question came up with regards to our pac’s website and info on how to contact our pac. Mariella asked if there could somehow be a link that she or other PAC executive could have access to so as to answer any questions that may come to Pinetree PAC on the website. She will follow up with teacher, Yvonne Chan, about the possibility of this.
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: (Tracie Buzza-absent)

· A receipt for water has come in. Janet will let Tracie know about this.
AFTERGRAD: (Lois Swanson in Tracie’s absence)

· The raffle had a successful outcome and made approximately $2,500. John acknowledged the efforts of the parents and students involved. He also commented on what a great event it was and that it brought a special feeling throughout the school. Everyone wanted to express their gratitude to Tracie and Lois for their tremendous efforts in making this a successful raffle. For their part, Lois commented that both of them really enjoyed working with the students on the grad committee. Lois also wanted to say ‘thank you’ to the office staff, who were very helpful, especially at ‘crunch’ time.
· A question was asked about how to get more grade 11 parent volunteers for the dry grad event?  The answer was that there is an effort to put an insert into the grade 11 and 12 student report cards going home in early Feb.  
SPC Report: (John McCullough)

This was combined with the Administration’s Report.
PAC CHAIR REPORT: (Janet Park)

· Janet mentioned about the ‘Transition Resource Fair,’ hosted by SD #43 and the Simon Fraser Society for Community Living, on Wed. Mar 3, 2010, from 4:00-8:30 pm. The focus of the fair is to provide info and an overview of resources available for individuals with physical and developmental disabilities after gr. 12.
New Business/General Discussion:

· Some general discussion ensued with regard to ideas, questions and specific interests that parents in attendance may wish to have included in a PAC mtg in the future. Parents are encouraged to contact any member of the PAC executive if there is a topic they would like to see discussed at a PAC mtg.
Next PAC mtg: Monday, February 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Lois motioned to adjourn.  Mariella seconded it.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Submitted by ___________________ Donna Loss, Secretary
