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CALENDAR of
EVENTS

May 17th
Professional Day (schoolbased)
May 20th
Victoria Day
May 21st
PAC Meeting 7 p.m. Library
May 22nd
Multi-Cultural Fashion Show
6—9 p.m.
May 24th—25th
12 Hour Relay
June 11th
After-Grad Meeting
7 pm - Library
June 15
Grad Dinner/Dance
After-Grad
June 18th
PAC Meeting
7:00 p.m. Library
Last Day of Classes
June 19th
Commencement Rehearsal
1—3 p.m.
June 22nd
Commencement Ceremony
SFU
June 25th
Awards Ceremony

this issue

Multicultural Leadership Event P.2
ICBC Tips for Keeping Grads Safe P.3
Riverside Awards Ceremony P.7
Heads Up! P.8
Grad Dinner/Commencement Tickets P. 8

SUMMER SCHOOL COURSES
Riverside students planning on registering for summer school must meet with their counsellor
prior to registration to discuss their course plans. If taking a summer school course involves
a course change for next year, you must check to make sure there is room in the new
course. Counsellors will assist students in making course choices that meet their educational
goals and plans. Once this process is complete, students may proceed with creating a new account or updating an old one with Summer Learning prior to registration.
Note: Both paper application and counsellor approval are required for International Summer
School courses. On-line registration for Grade 9 and 10 remedial courses and ESL summer
school courses will take place beginning at the end of May. Counsellors generally wait for final
June marks before recommending remedial summer school courses or ESL courses. There is
always room in the courses and ample time to register in late June. Contact the counsellor for
further information.

COMMENCEMENT COMMENTS
There are still a few grade 12 students who have not provided a comment to be read at Commencement. Students should meet with their counsellor asap to take care of this.

Instead of my Principal’s
Message in the newsletter, SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
parents can now link to my
Each year at Commencement, the scholarship and bursary awards won by your son or daughter
blog, “The Pulse”. The
are read out as he or she crosses the stage. If your child has won a scholarship or bursary
link is: http://
please inform Ms. Chittenden as soon as possible so that appropriate recognition is made.
aciolfitto.wordpress.com/

STUDY TIPS
With only about 5 weeks of the semester left, students are gearing up to finish all of their courses successfully. For some students, a little “fine tuning” of their study routine can make a big
difference in achievement. You can find some useful “study tips” and “test-taking” suggestions
from the counsellors on the Counselling Department link found on the Riverside web site and
peer tutors are available. In addition, counsellors welcome any opportunity to speak with you
directly about your concerns for your son or daughter.
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @rside43

SUMMER
LEARNING
Summer Learning 2013
ONLINE Registration
Dates (Start @ 6:00 a.m.)
Grade 10 Credit Courses:
May 7th to June 28th
Grade 11/12 Credit Courses:
May 9th to June 28th
Grade 9/10 Remedial: May
21th to June 28th (Access
code from counsellor required)
Grade 8-10 Skill Building:
May 30th to June 28th
You must have an account
with our online system BEFORE registering for courses. Please visit our website
and create/update your account now.
Visit
www.summerlearningcoquitl
am.ca for more information.

ORLANDO ‘”EDVENTURE” 2014

Parent Meeting Wednesday May 22nd at 7pm in the library
Application start date May 13th
Application end date May 31st
Contact jbrown@sd43.bc.ca or ghorton@sd43.bc.ca for more information.

RAPID CHANGE
Rapid Change, (Riverside’s Social Justice Club), would like to thank everyone who
supported our “Reel Change” Fashion Show Fundraiser. Thanks to you we raised
$1785 towards reaching our goal of $8500 to build a school in Ecuador. A special
thanks to our sponsors: Eddie Bauer, Old Navy, Value Village, Gleneagle Hair
School, Mary Kay Make Up Artists, Black and Lee and Envision Financial.

MULTICULTURAL LEADERSHIP EVENTS
On Monday May 6th, we held our 17th annual Japanese Children’s Day. Around 45
children from Hazel Trembath Elementary (Kindergarten to Gr.3 classes) came
to celebrate with us! They toured the school, participated in Music Monday,
played games, made rocket origami, and enjoyed some ice cream. The little ones
charmed us with their comments like, “we really really like this place!” “this is a lot
of fun and we want to come back here!” Our annual event was attended by school
trustee Judy Shirra again this year, as well as many supporting parents from Hazel
Trembath. Wonderful time was had by all.
Wednesday, May 22nd Multicultural Fashion Show 7:00 – 9:30 p.m. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. Tickets $10.00 includes catered dessert buffet after the show and great
door prizes. Fabulous blend of traditional costumes, music and performances,
along with modern day anime cosplay costumes, breakdancing, and recycled wearable fashions. Come out and enjoy the spectacular multicultural costumes and
performances in our Riverside community! Tickets available at Riverside Secondary, Port Coquitlam Recreation Centre, The Outlet in Leigh Square, and Hyde
Creek Recreation Centre.

SUMMER DAY CAMP
We are pleased to announce that a Summer Camp Day will be running out of Montgomery Middle School. There are 6 one week camps starting from July 2nd with the
last one running the week of Aug. 6th. The camp brochure and registration form is
available through the below hyperlink.
Montgomery Summer Camp
On May 21st at 6pm Branch 18, the Pinetree Community Branch, is hosting a Financial Literacy Seminar for youth aged 16-25 years. (Although all are welcome.)
We will be answering questions and speaking about:
How do Credit Cards work?
What is a Credit Bureau, why is it important?
Starting a Business?
Investing?
What do you need to get a car loan?
We will also be providing a light dinner and will be giving door prizes!
Guests can RSVP at 604 877 7183.
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HELP KEEP YOUR GRADUATES SAFE
It’s an exciting time of year at high schools across the province. Graduation marks the culmination of years of hard work
and a time for students to celebrate their accomplishments as they get ready to enter the next phase of their lives.
As graduates are getting ready to plan parties and other celebrations, invitations and what they’ll wear aren’t the only
things they need to consider. They must also plan ahead for a safe ride home. Although graduates know they’re not of
legal age to drink alcohol, the reality is some of them will. And while most grad parties go off without a hitch, some unfortunately have devastating consequences.
In B.C., car crashes are the number one preventable cause of death for youth. On average, three youth are killed and
1,160 injured in the Lower Mainland in April, May, and June every year. Year-round speed, impairment and driver inattentiveness are the top contributing factors in fatal crashes involving young people in B.C.*
Few know the consequences of making poor choices like ICBC road safety speaker, Kevin Brooks. Kevin lost his best
friend one Saturday night while driving drunk in Surrey. From his wheelchair, Kevin shares his personal, heartwrenching story with high school students each year to remind them of the importance of making smart driving decisions.
For the past 16 years, ICBC road safety speakers have been sharing their first-hand experiences with more than 50,000
B.C. high school students each year.
Parents can also help make sure their teens have a plan for a safe ride home before they head out for the evening.
Here are ICBC’s tips to help parents with those conversations:
Know their plan: Does your teen have a designated driver planned for their entire evening? Many grads treat
themselves to a limousine ride – make sure they plan a safe ride home if they’ll be going to any other celebrations or if the limousine isn’t scheduled to drive them home.
Plan B: Things don’t always go as planned so talk to your teen about expecting the unexpected and what their alternative options are to get home safely. Review a few scenarios with them to help guide them on how they can
make smart choices.
Make it unconditional: If you haven’t already, consider letting your child know that they can call you at any time if
they ever need a ride. If they do call you for assistance, be supportive and consider saving your questions for
the next day or at least until you’re home. If you can’t pick them up yourself, you can always have them return
home safely in a taxi.
Power of choice: Use real-life scenarios to talk to your teen about their driving behavior rather than lecturing them.
If they’re going to be a designated driver, talk to them about not letting passengers or peer pressure influence
their choices and that a real designated driver is one who does not drink at all.
Power of influence: Your teen’s choices can have a significant influence on their friends. For example, if they take
a stand against impaired driving they can help create a culture that recognizes making smart decisions. Even if
you’re confident that your child is going to make the right choices, talk to them about looking out for their
friends, especially those they know are easily influenced by others. And don’t forget, you also set an example
for them every day with your own driving behaviour.
For more information on road safety visit: http://www.icbc.com/road-safety/safer-drivers
*Statistics are based on 2007 to 2011 ICBC and police data. Youth are defined as age 16 to 21.
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ENCOUNTERS WITH CANADA
Encounters with Canada registration is now open for next year. This a wonderful opportunity for
four Riverside students to travel to Ottawa to spend a week at the Terry Fox Youth Centre with
other youth from across the country. The cost of $675 includes the flight, accommodation, meals
and activities which vary according to the theme which changes each week. All students come
back with rave reviews. One student went this year and had the entire cost covered by appealing to
Rotary and other community groups who are very supportive of this program.
Interested students or parents should contact Elizabeth Bancroft or Google 'Encounters with Canada' for more details. All names for 2012-14 must be submitted by May 24th to the Regional Coordinator, Riverside’s own Pam Wattamaniuk. In the past four years, Riverside has sent over 40
students, 14 this past year alone.
HOT OFF THE PRESS though... there is a promotion for students interested in the following
theme weeks -- at a bonus $100 reduction for a cost of just $575!!!
Sports & Fitness: Sept. 8-14, 2013
Arts & Culture:
Sept. 15-21, 2013
Medicine & Health: Sept. 22-28, 2013

RIVERSIDE PARTICIPANTS THIS YEAR:
NAME
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DATES

THEME

Bhavya Shah

Sept. 30 - Oct. 6, 2012

Science & Technology

Sylvester Zhang

Oct. 14 – 20, 2012

International Affairs

Chris McKenzie

Nov. 4 – 10, 2012

Canada Remembers

Samantha Seney

Nov. 4 – 10, 2012

Canada Remembers

Meagan Pelletier

Jan. 27 - Feb. 2, 2013

Sports & Fitness

Patrick Menzies

Feb. 17-23, 2013

RCMP

Sarah McKinnon

Mar. 3 – 9, 2013

Journalism & Communications

Megan Lowe

Mar. 17 - 23, 2013

Medicine & Health

Annie Lo

Mar. 24-30, 2013

International Affairs

Emma Carenza

Apr. 7-13, 2013

Vimy: Canada’s Coming of Age

Heather Poussard

Apr. 21-27, 2013

Politics in Canada

Emily Pearen

May 5-11, 2013

Experience Canada

Cassidy Kersch

May 5-11, 2013

Experience Canada

Caitlin Alinsod

May 5-11, 2013

Experience Canada

2014 SPRING BREAK TOUR TO ITALY & GREECE
If you’ve ever wanted to sample some of the flavors, experiences and warmth of Europe here’s a
Chance of a Lifetime!
Next spring break, the opportunity exists for Riverside students to travel abroad to Europe and visit some of
the most culturally significant, historical, economic and political landmarks in the world. This two week trip starts in
Italy and the historic city of Rome. Site visitations to The Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica,
The Roman Forum, Piazza Navona, The Pantheon, The Trevi Fountain and the Spanish Steps are just some of the
landmarks on the itinerary. Once through Rome, we’re onto Pisa and the Leaning Tower, prior to our home stay in
Florence. Students from our sister school in Florence, Italy will host and take us through some of the most breathtaking landscapes and topography in all of Tuscany. While in Florence, we will be hosted by students from Alessandro
Volta, our sister school, in the historic district of Bagno di Ripoli. The opportunity to take in a first division soccer game
featuring the Fiorentini, also exists. While in Tuscay, we will also visit the cities of San Giminiano, Vinci, the birthplace
of Leonardo and Sienna. A day trip to Venice is planned where students can ride a gondola and experience some of
the Muslim influence that once penetrated Europe.
Next we fly to Athens, Greece, hike to the Acropolis and visit Parliament House, the birthplace of democracy. The
Olympic Stadium, site of the Ancient Olympic games is on the agenda as is a day cruise around the islands of Poros,
Hydra and Aegina. The trip fee of $4200 includes air fare, travel insurance, hotel fees, breakfast and dinner, museum
and monument entrance fees, tips for guides, departure taxes, bus and guide fees, local service fees and transportation by privately charted bus while travelling.
If you are interested in participating on this trip, you can pick up an application form on the European Exchange bulletin
board located outside Rm. 124 in the main hallway or in the main office of the school. Application forms can also be
downloaded from Mr. Luongo’s share-point site on our school home page. For further inquiries feel free to contact Mr.
Luongo at mluongo@sd43.bc.ca, at your convenience.

RIVERSIDE STUDENT WINS TOP PRIZE
Congratulations to Mackenzie Stewart on winning top prize in the
Garbāge Fashion Show at Heritage Woods Secondary School.
His Samurai inspired outfit was woven out of an old film showing a
Chinese War Movie. His garment was completed with a hat and
sword covered with old VHS tape. The judges were amazed at
Mac’s creativity and ingenious use of discarded educational resources once used by teachers in SD#43.

COQUITLAM CENTER MALL ART SHOW
Riverside students will again share their art work with the community
in the Coquitlam Centre Art Exhibition, May 22nd through May 28th.
Five District 43 Secondary Schools will be mounting the show, showcasing their art programs by featuring a wide variety of student work
including drawings, paintings, digital designs and photographs.
Riverside students, Heather Arm and Pamella Pinard who are planning further post-secondary art studies will also be competing for a
total of $5,200 worth of scholarships provided by Coquitlam Centre
and the Coquitlam chapter of the University Women’s Club.
Scholarship applicant’s work will be displayed on school boards on
the upper level of the mall. Take this opportunity the celebrate the
successes of our talented art students (but only during Mall hours!)
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SOCIAL MEDIA CORNER
New social media sites are emerging constantly and it is difficult for schools and parents to remain knowledgeable
about how young people are using these tools. For this reason, through the district we will provide you with periodic
updates on the latest sites. The purpose of these updates is to inform you of where your kids may be active so you
have some basic information about the site and its potential issues. To that end, we are suggesting you become familiar with the following two sites:
_________________________________
Ask.fm
This is a website where user provides answers to questions submitted by others. Questions can be asked by users
with or without existing accounts, meaning users can ask questions anonymously. Questions tend to be of a personal nature, such as “Action or comedy movies?” or “Thoughts on Sarah K?”. Answers can be “liked” by other users. Unfortunately, the anonymous nature of the site can encourage questions which are negative or sexual. As well,
profiles are public and can sometimes be connected to a person’s Facebook or Twitter accounts and identify their location. Users can search by username, name, surname, e-mail or location. We are hearing of significant recent activity
by students on this site, and the anonymous nature of posts is leading to significant negative and risky content. Because posts tend to be small, most of this activity is likely done from personal mobile devices, such as smartphones.
_________________________________
Snapchat
Snapchat is an application for smartphones and Apple iOS devices. Snapchat allows users to capture pictures and
videos and send them as messages to other users. Every Snapchat message has a viewing time-limit ranging from 1
to 10 seconds, as selected by the sender. The timer starts when the recipient opens the message. When the time-limit
is reached, the message is deleted and can no longer be viewed using Snapchat. Unfortunately, the short lifespan of
these posts encourages students to engage in risky behavior under the belief that the content will quickly disappear. However, many receiving devices have screenshot capabilities, usually allowing a screen capture in about 1
second. The result of this is that an already ill-advised, risky post can become a permanent liability for a student. Snapchat does not review the content of messages, which allows posts of a sexual nature to be transferred between phones with no monitoring. Snapchat also has a HISCORE rating - a HISCORE is the total number of snaps
sent and received between a sender and their contacts, encouraging increased use through competitive behavior.
There is a Snapchat guide for parents here: http://www.snapchat.com/static_files/parents.pdf
_________________________________
We will all need to work together to make sense of how to best educate our students for this digital world which increasingly defines their social context. As part of this work, we will endeavor to share information about the latest sites
and trends so as to increase your awareness and ability to respond. Please let us know if there is any specific information we can provide which you believe would help you understand these tools better. For now, we will provide
these periodic updates as we become aware.

FRENCH IMMERSION LEAVING CEREMONY
French Immersion Leaving Ceremony
On the afternoon of June 7, a ceremony to honour the Grade 12 French Immersion students will take place in the cafeteria at Riverside. After several years of learning French, this ceremony organized by the Canadian Parents for
French (CPF) celebrates the success of our graduates. Younger students from Pitt River Middle will join us in this celebration by meeting our grade 12s and sharing some stories and cake. Special guests include the District Assistant
Superintendent Sylvia Russell, the CPF Outreach Coordinator for BC & Yukon and some of the students' previous
teachers. Parents of French Immersion students are invited to join us on the Friday afternoon from 1:15 – 3:00pm in
the cafeteria.
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Next Year’s School Calendar (2013-2014)
Schools open

Tuesday, September 3rd

Professional Day (District)

Friday, September 20th

Professional Day (School-based)

Friday, October 11th

Thanksgiving Day

Monday, October 14th

Professional Day (District)

Friday, October 25th

School Not in Session

Friday, November 8th

Remembrance Day

Monday, November 11th

Professional Day (School-based)
Schools close for Winter vacation
(last day in session)
Winter vacation period
Schools reopen after Winter vacation

Monday, December 2nd
Friday, December 20th

BC Family Day

Monday, February 10th

Professional Day (District)
Schools close for Spring vacation
(last day in session)
Spring vacation period

Friday, February 21st
Friday, March 14th

Schools reopen after Spring vacation

Monday, March 31st

Professional Day (District)

Friday, April 11th

Good Friday

Friday, April 18th

Easter Monday

Monday, April 21st

Victoria Day

Monday, May 19

Administrative Day

Friday, June 27th

Schools close

Friday, June 27th

December 23rd – January 3rd
Monday, January 6th

March 17th – March 28th

RIVERSIDE AWARDS CEREMONY 2013
Riverside Secondary Awards Ceremony will be held on Tuesday June 25th 2013. We look forward to an evening that
celebrates the academic successes of our top students. This year after a review process which included consultation
with staff, students, and our P.A.C., the awards ceremony will take on a different look than it did in the 2010/2011
school year. In the past, Honour Roll, Service Awards, and Subject Excellence awards were distributed in the awards
ceremony. One of the challenges has always been that we have experienced less than 60% attendance in these categories, a trend that has been increasing over time. As a result we have reshaped the distribution of the awards, still
honouring those achievements but recognizing them through presentation of certificates in classes or through departments.
The Awards evening will be moved into the cafeteria and take on a more intimate format in which we will recognize
the top awards winners for each grade, the top grade 12 subject awards and combine it with a celebration of our
scholarship winners. We also intend on recognizing the top award winners from each grade level in our opening assembly of the 2013/2014 school year. Invitations will be sent out electronically as well as by an automated phone call.
Further details will be released as we get closer to the event.
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HEADS UP!
Riverside teachers are committed to making Riverside a caring and compassionate school community. To this end,
we formed a mental health focus group with two specific goals: one, to share resources on mental health awareness
with parents and students and the other, to organize a Professional Development day focused on Mental Health
Awareness.
Throughout this year, this Heads Up! feature has appeared in the monthly newsletter with tips on positive mental
health and links to sites with information on stress, depression, anxiety, the teenage brain, and eating disorders. A
Heads Up! poster has also been created providing easy access to a new district page which brings together these
mental health resources. A major concern is that students who ‘Google’ mental health information often come across
sites that can do more harm than good. Teachers and parents are encouraged to refer students to this page for reliable sources of information and support, including crisis line information.
Our May 17th Pro-D day will focus on Mental Health Awareness: several students who made moving presentations
at the school’s Spoken Word festival will share their creative writing about struggles with body image, depression
and anxiety. Teachers will learn more about mental health and discuss how we can make our classrooms more supportive to students. Guest speakers from the Mood Disorders Association will share their personal stories, counsellors will review ways to support students, and a district psychologist will lead a workshop on mindfulness.
The well-being of our students is just as important to us as their academic achievement. Riverside is committed to
being a caring, compassionate and connected school community.

GRAD TICKETS
DINNER/DANCE &COMMENCEMENT
Graduation Dinner Online ticket sales closed this past Friday, however tickets can be purchased until Thursday at
Lunch. See Mr. Roos in the office. Last chance to book tables will be at lunch on Thursday, May 16th in room 124.
Bookings for the Dinner Dance are time sensitive as we need to submit numbers and finalize the contract with the
hotel. Information about ticket sales and all related grad information has been included in our e-news, posted on the
website, and provided for students in our Grad assembly. Just to clarify, the school policy is that all grade 12’s are
eligible to attend the Dinner Dance and can buy a ticket (fees and Grad Transitions need to be taken care of before
booking a table).
Grad Commencement Tickets
If you require extra tickets (you get 2 free) you can purchase them for $5.00 each at lunchtime in the foyer from June
3rd—5th. After that time you can see Mr. Roos in the office to purchase tickets.
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AFTER-GRAD NEEDS YOUR HELP
page 9

After-Grad will be held on June 15th following the dinner/dance at Hyde Creek Recreation
center from 11:45- approximately 4 a.m. As this is a parent organized event we need several parent volunteers to help us run the activities during the night.
Traditionally, the parents of the current grade 10 or 11 students volunteer as a way to understand what After Grad is all about. This is very valuable in providing parents ideas for
their child’s future After Grad event.
Current Grade 12 parents are also welcome to volunteer. This is a great way to support
your child’s grad night. Given there will be approximately 350 people+ at this event it is unlikely that you will see your own grad often but you will get the opportunity to help Riverside’s Class of 2013 celebrate their big day.
Key things to know:
 Tickets were available for purchase during the dinner/dance ticket sales May 6 – 10th


There will be 3 more opportunities after school to purchase a ticket: May 31st, June 5th
& June 7th



Tickets are $10 for grads on or before June 7th. $15 for guests and grads after June
7th



Tickets include access to all the games, food, mocktails, the barista and we’ve got 2
professional DJ’s—including DJ Flipout! One of Canada’s top DJ’s



The theme is Paint the Town Red



There will be a lot of black lights in the gym so grads & guests are encouraged to wear
light colours



Grads do not have to go to the dinner/dance in order to go to the After Grad. It is a different event



It is an alcohol & drug free event. No admittance will be granted to children under the
influence



To be eligible to win a prize, grads must stay until the end.



The night is fully run by volunteer parents. We still need some assistance (See below)

Event Night Volunteer positions:


We need 13 more volunteers for the 1:30 – 3:30 a.m. shift (Runs the stations)



We need 9 more volunteers for the 3:00 – 5:00 a.m. shift (Clean Up Crew)



Please email our After Grad Chair - Rachelle.Grant@telus.com if you are willing to
help.
Help we need prior to the event
1. Make a cash donation. Any amount is welcome. Donations $20 or more are tax deductible. These can be dropped at the school.
2. Donate a prize for the event. We need small prizes and large prizes. The best way to
secure a prize is to use your connections with work or personal. Another option might
be to cash in some of your aeroplan/Save On/other company points to purchase a
prize. Need ideas of what we’re looking for? Let me know. You can drop these at the
school or contact me directly (rachelle.grant@telus.com)

3. Donate a gift card for Costco, Safeway, Save On, Superstore or other grocery store. This will be used for purchasing food for the event night. We have a very
small budget for food as we rely on donations. Our food prime Minoli Edema is out
seeking donations from businesses, but she would love your support. Gift cards can
be dropped at the school office or you can reach out to Minoli directly
(mjedema@telus.net)

AFTER-GRAD

4. Donate an actual item for the Food team to use (i.e. flats of water, little bags of
chips etc.). Minoli will be able to let you know what things are needed. You can
email her directly at mjedema@telus.net.
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5. Place a Meridian Meat order (see order sheet attached) no later than May 16th.
Orders will be available for pick up at the Meridian Meats (108-2020 Oxford Connector, PoCo) from noon – 8 p.m. on May 23rd. Contact Rachelle Grant for more
info (Rachelle.grant@telus.com)
6. Order your grad flowers (bouquet/corsage/boutonniere) through Coquitlam Florist. 10% of the sales will be donated to After-Grad.
7. Canadian Tire money – we’ve collected just under $30 so far. It is amazing how
this adds up. If you have some lying around, please send it into the office. There is
a small box in the office lobby that you or your child can put this into.

The 2013 Riverside After-Grad
Name:___________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________________________
After-Grad Donation Amount:________________________________________
 Cheque

 Cash

 Tax Receipt Requested

Please make cheques payable to Riverside Secondary School &
note that it is for the 2013 After-Grad.

