
 
 
September 1, 2020 
 

Hi Parkland Kindergarten families! 
Welcome to a new school year and an exciting time in your child’s life. We are excited to welcome back all our students 
and welcome our new Kindergarten students to Parkland! Although this school year will look a little different, our staff 
has been working hard to ensure all our students will thrive while creating and maintain a safe and healthy learning 
environment. 
 
Students receiving this email are in “Group B” of the schedule. During the Gradual Entry period, time will be taken to 
familiarize your child with their teacher and learning environment for the upcoming school year. 
 

Monday, 
Sept. 7 

Tuesday, 
Sept. 8 

Wednesday, 
Sept. 9 

Thursday, 
Sept. 10 

Friday, 
Sept. 11 

Labour day 
No School 

Staff Planning Day 
Class not in session for 

students 

Staff Planning Day 
Class not in session for 

students 

Kindergarten Students 
with last names beginning: 

A-C: 9:00-9:10 
D-H: 9:30-9:40 

I-L: 10:00-10:10 
M-R: 10:30-10:40 
S-Z: 11:00-11:10 

*Students will meet Ms. 
Fisher on the blacktop at 
the back of the school for 

attendance & welcome 

No School for K students 
Welcoming Conversations 

 

     

Monday, 
Sept. 14 

Tuesday,  
Sept. 15 

Wednesday,  
Sept. 16 

Thursday, 
Sept. 17 

Friday, 
Sept. 18 

No School for K students 
Welcoming Conversations 

 

Group A 
9:00 – 10:20 

Group A 
9:00 – 10:20 

Group A 
9:00 – 11:00 

Group A 
9:00 – 11:00 

Group B 
10:40 – 12:00 

Group B 
10:40 – 12:00 

Group B 
12:15 – 2:15 

Group B 
12:15 – 2:15 

     

Monday, 
Sept. 21 

Tuesday, 
Sept. 22 

Wednesday,  
Sept. 23 

Thursday, 
Sept. 24 

Friday, 
Sept. 25 

All K students 
9:00 – 12:00 

All K students 
9:00 – 1:00 

Regular Schedule for all K 
students 

9:00 – 2:38 

Regular Schedule for all K 
students 

9:00 – 2:38 

School Not In Session 
Professional Development 

Day 

 

Welcoming Conversations 

Welcoming Conversations are a way for teachers and families to meet and develop a positive relationship as we begin to 
transition our Kindergarten students into the school environment. On these days, Kindergarten students are to come 
with their parent(s) for this conversation. Other than coming for this conversation, there is no school for Kindergarten 
students on Friday, September 11th or Monday, September 14th.  Please check in at the office and Ms. Dyck, our 
secretary, will let you know what room to go to for your meeting. 
 
A teacher will contact you by Wednesday, September 9th to schedule a Welcoming Conversation. 



Welcoming Conversations will take place outside at the back of Parkland on an area of our playground with a 
Kindergarten teacher. 
 

Gradual Entry – September 10th – 24th  
During the gradual entry period our students attend in small groups so they can receive a high level of support initially to 
learn classroom and school routines. The schedule for your child will be as follows: 
 

Thursday, September 10th – Meet on the blacktop at the back of the school at your assigned time 
Kindergarten Students with last names beginning: 

A-C: 9:00-9:10 

D-H: 9:30-9:40 

I-L: 10:00-10:10 

M-R: 10:30-10:40 

S-Z: 11:00-11:10 

Students will meet Ms. Fisher on the blacktop at the back of the school for attendance & welcome. This will allow 
students to briefly familiarize themselves with the school grounds, make a connection with some adults at the school 
and allow us to confirm our enrolment. Families will be asked to leave the school grounds quickly once their student is 
dismissed. 
 
Friday, September 11th and Monday, September 14th – Welcoming Conversations 
No school for Kindergarten students – Welcoming Conversations will be scheduled by a teacher by Wednesday, 
September 9th. 
 
Tuesday, September 15th and Wednesday, September 16 th  
Group B: 10:40 – 12:00 PM 
Kindergarten students will meet their teacher on the blacktop and will work with the teacher in small groups to get to 
know classroom routines and other students in their Learning Group.  
 Please send your child with a healthy snack. 
 
Thursday, September 17th and Friday, September 18th  
Group B: 12:15 – 2:15 PM 
 Please send your child with a healthy snack. 
 
Monday, September 21st   
All Kindergarten Students: 9:00 – 12:00 PM 
 Please send your child with a healthy snack. 
 
Tuesday, September 22nd 
All Kindergarten Students: 9:00 – 1:00 PM 
 Please send your child with a healthy snack and lunch. 
 
Wednesday, September 23rd and Thursday, September 24th  
Regular Schedule - 9:00 – 2:38 PM for all students 
 

School Supplies – What do I need to bring?: 
You will not need to bring any school supplies to start the year with. We will do a group buy for Kindergarten school 
supplies and letting families know how much it will be. Although supplies will not be pooled and shared this school year 
it is beneficial for all if everyone has the same common type or brand of supply (same scissors, same paints, same 
writing instruments, etc.) and we can keep costs down for families from our suppliers doing group purchases. We will let 
you know the cost and it will be able to be purchased through SchoolCashOnline in the new few weeks. 
As the weeks progress, your teachers will let you know any specific supplies you will need to bring, but for now, make 
sure your child has a labelled water bottle and snack for school every day. 



 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
When will I know who my child’s teacher is? 

We have already planned our classroom groupings tentatively. During the first week we will be determining if 
we need to make any adjustments due to registration changes. We expect to have finalized our organization and 
informed families about classroom placement by Monday, September 14th. 
 

Why is gradual entry necessary when most children attended preschool and/or daycare? 
Even though many children have been through preschool and daycare, the child-adult ratio in Kindergarten is 
substantially different than they will ever have experienced. Preschool and daycare ratios are approximately 1:6 
or 8, Kindergarten is 1:20. Gradual entry allows us to welcome our students in much smaller groupings for a 
couple of days to help them get used to the environment and develop attachments to the adults prior to being 
involved in the larger group. 
 

Why do Kindergarten students attend school less than other students? 
In the school act the Ministry of Education identifies how many hours students need to attend during the school 
year. Kindergartners are assigned 25 fewer hours to allow for a “gradual entry” period. The schedule we have 
planned has them attending for only 23 fewer hours. We have reserved 2 hours so that we can utilize them in 
the Spring to accommodate our Welcome to Kindergarten Program. Kindergarten students will be dismissed 
early on one day in April for this. 
 

My child has difficulty with separation anxiety, how can I prepare him/her for school? Is it OK for me to stay with 
him/her during gradual entry? 

If you are concerned that your child will be anxious being left at school or you’re anxious about your child 
attending school, please take a look at the following resources as they provide some great advice for parents as 
they prepare for the first days of school:  

▪ Helping Your Kindergartener with Separation Anxiety (Video) 
▪ Separation Anxiety during the first days of Kindergarten: Tips for Parents and Caregivers  

It is best for most students if parents follow this advice carefully and resist the urge to stay with their child.  
Our staff has decades of combined experience helping students transition into kindergarten and are looking 
forward to helping all our new students get ready for this exciting time. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email or call me. Looking forward to meeting all our newest Parkland 
students! 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Hunter 
Principal,  
Parkland Elementary 
604 939-1151 
chunter@sd43.bc.ca 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_5eiYIo1XM
https://www.anxietybc.com/sites/default/files/Separation%20Anxiety%20Doc%20FINAL-2.pdf
mailto:astrang@sd43.bc.ca

