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MLA CITATIONS: TWO PARTS OF EVERY CITATION 
 

In text (used in and throughout the paper)                    Works Cited Page (at the end of the paper) 

 

 

 

 

IN-TEXT CITATION GENERAL GUIDELINES 

When the author is named in the sentence, you do not need to repeat the author’s name in the parenthetical 
reference. 

Wordsworth states that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263). 

When the author is not named in the sentence, both the author’s name and page number are placed in the 
parenthetical reference.  

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263). 

Even when paraphrasing the author’s words, you still must give the page number where the information or 
ideas appear and mention the author’s name in the sentence or citation.  

Wordsworth extensively explores the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

When you are citing an indirect source—i.e., using information or a quotation from your source that itself is 
borrowed from another source—you give both the name of the person being quoted and the author of the 
source. 

Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they don't do that well" 

(qtd. in Weisman 259). 

When citing a source that has no named author, use a shortened version of the title in place of the author’s 
name in the parenthetical reference. 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America, likely because this region has “more readily 

accessible climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and study environmental change . . . ” 

(“Impact of Global Warming” 6). 

 

 

Tells reader where you found the information you 
are using 

 

Gives reader all the info they need to find the 
source themselves 
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WORKS CITED PAGE  

To create an accurate MLA citation on your reference page, you need to locate a book or website with the 
MLA guidelines (see list below), determine what kind of source you are using (e.g., a book, a journal article, a 
magazine article, a website), and then follow the guidelines to arrange the available publication information 
from your source.  

                                              Title page:                                                Copyright page:        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For example, here is the guideline for a single author book that you would use for the source above: 

 

___________________,________ . ____________________________________. 
 
 
 
 

  ____________: ___________________,______. __________. 
                                
 
 
 

 
Where You Can Find the Updated MLA Guidelines  

 
OWL Purdue MLA 2009 Guide:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ 

*A Writer’s Resource (3rd Edition, 2009) p. 273-323 
*MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th Edition, 2009) 

MLA.org online Handbook: http://www.mlahandbook.org/private/handbook 
Email: writingcenter@sbcc.edu  Password: sbccwriting 

 
*available in the Writing Center, the Luria Library, and the bookstore 
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