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On the Calendar 
Thursday, December 1st – PAC Hot lunch – Boston Pizza 
Thursday, December 1st – early dismissal for parent-teacher interviews 
Thursday, December 1st – Kindergarten dental screening at school 
Friday, December 2nd – Festive Wear Day – wear your best, busiest, brightest holiday wear! 
Friday, December 2nd – Snowflake Ball – 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Wednesday, December 7 – PAC Frozen yogurt day 
Thursday, December 8 – PAC Hot dog day 
Friday, December 9 – Holiday Door Decorating 
 
Please regularly check the school website for updates to school dates and information. 
 
Reminder – Early Dismissal at 1:44 on Thursday for Parent 
Teacher Interviews 
Tomorrow, Thursday, December 1st school will be dismissed for 
parent-teacher interviews at 1:44. Appointments have been made by 
individual classroom teachers. 
 
Parent teacher interviews are optional but encouraged! 
 
Report Cards now on the Parent Portal 
Report cards for Term 1 are now available on the parent portal. If you have not yet visited the portal 
(psst…I can tell!) the process is easy. Simply navigate to the portal: 
 

https://myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do 
 

You were sent a username and temporary password last year for June’s reports; this year for our new 
families. Your username begins with 43- and is typically followed by the parent contact’s email address. 
If you have forgotten your password, you can click ‘I forgot my password’ to reset it. If you need 
assistance, please contact us in the office. Term 1 reports are available for viewing, downloading and 
printing until January 31, 2023. 

http://www.sd43.bc.ca/school/coquitlamriver
https://myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do


 

 
Daily Health Check Still Required  
We are not yet out of the woods when it comes to cold, flu, and COVID season, and our high number of 
absences reflect that. Please be sure to conduct a daily health check to make sure your child is well 
enough to attend school and to stay home when they are ill. Staying home when sick not only helps your 
child recover sooner, it prevents the spread of virus through a classroom or school community. 
 
We must remain vigilant in following Provincial Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12 Settings in 
BC, including: 

 
• to practice health awareness, regularly checking for symptoms of 
respiratory illness, and to stay home when sick. 
• schools are supportive environments for mask wearing, and a person’s 
choice should be supported and respected. Evidence-based, trusted 
information on masks is available from the BC Centre for Disease Control 
 
Health and Safety in School District 43 strictly adheres to the standards and 
guidance provided by the Provincial Health Officer, Ministries of Health 
and Education, the BC Centre for Disease Control, the Fraser Health 

Authority and WorkSafe BC. Fraser Health prepared a Healthy Back to School Guide that contains 
valuable information for families. 
  
Keeping our learning environments healthy and safe is a shared responsibility, and we remain grateful to 
everyone in our school communities for doing their part. 
 
Hot lunches for absent students 
 

A quick reminder that if you have ordered hot lunch for your student, and 
your student is absent from school, we are not able to keep and store 
lunches. Hot lunches for absent students will be brought to the office and 
may be picked up the same day, until 3:00 pm. As we do not have the 
capacity to safely and properly store food, any hot lunches not picked up 
by 3:00 pm the same day will be discarded.  
 

We survived the great snowmageddon….so far 
Thankfully, the promised snowfall didn’t amount to much (my sister often says 
the same about me!).  
 
As a reminder, the school district makes an announcement about school 
closures by 6:30 am, except in extraordinary circumstances. Please visit the 
school district website at www.sd43.bc.ca for any announcements about 
possible school closures. I will also send out an email if the school will be 
closed. 

 
Information is also shared with news outlets, including CBC Radio 1 (690 AM/88.1 FM), CKNW (980 
AM), and CITYNews (1130 AM). 
 
Parents always have the option of keeping their children home if they are not comfortable driving or 
walking in to and from school. 
 
 

https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Lists/Documents/Final%20-%202022-23%20-%20Communicable%20Disease%20Protocols%20for%20Schools%20(Parents)%20Sept%201%202022%20District%20Planning%20%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/prevention-risks/masks
https://www.sd43.bc.ca/Lists/Documents/Fraser%20Health%20Back%20to%20School%20Letter%20Sept%202022.pdf
http://www.sd43.bc.ca/


 

 
Snowflake Ball Reminders 
As you have been seeing from PAC communications, the Snowflake Ball is this coming Friday evening 
from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. The event is an opportunity for families to visit, dance, sing, enjoy some crafts, 
write letters to Santa, concession, etc. Christmas family portraits appointments are also available. 
 
Please note that parents must accompany and supervise their children at the event. Tickets are available 
on Munch a Lunch or at the door (cash only at the door). 
 
 
The Spirit of Holiday Giving at Coquitlam River Elementary 
 

 
Thank you to those who have already begun to donate and visit our Christmas Giving Tree. As mentioned 
earlier this week, we are excited to announce our special fundraising initiatives that we’re hoping to see 
our Coquitlam River Elementary community participate in. 
 

1. Bring a Toonie (or more!) to Share 
 

• Rather than collecting food items, this year we are encouraging everyone who is able to bring a 
Toonie (or more!) to Share. Our school goal is to raise $1,000 to support the purchase of food for 
families in our community. Teachers will be collecting Toonies – or more! – starting now and 
until December 12th, when we will add up our fundraising and provide the money to Share.  
 

2. Our Christmas Giving Tree is now up in the lobby! 
a. Our tree has individual hearts on it, each with a 

description of specific gift ideas. Parents are 
encouraged to take a heart(s) off the tree, buy 
that specific gift and return it WRAPPED with 
the heart attached to the gift or a note of what’s 
inside 

b. We will coordinate the delivery of the gifts to 
families in our school community. In this 
difficult time, we have 60 hearts on our tree for 
which we are hoping to buy gifts. Please 
consider popping by the front lobby and taking 
a heart with you and bringing back a gift that 
will go to a member of our school community. 

 
Your generosity and support is much appreciated at this festive and sometimes challenging time of year. 
 
 
Mark your (next year) calendars early! 
In lieu of a Christmas concert, planning is underway for our spring 
concert, currently planned for March 9th.  
 
Much more to come as preparations will get underway in the 
new year for our students to have a chance to perform  
 
 
 

https://munchalunch.com/schools/coquitlamriver/


 

Grade 5 Wear now available for purchase 
Grade 5 wear is now available to order. Classes are in the midst of finalizing the choice of design, as well 
as signing their names to their legacy wear. All grade 5 wear is black, and include the school logo and a 
Class of 2023 logo signed by the grade 5’s. The grade 5 wear are available in a variety of sizes as follows: 
 
Tee-shirts  $16.00 
Hoodies  $32.00 
Zip-up Hoodies  $38.00 
 

 
 

 
 
Please log on to your School Cash Online account to place an order by Monday, December 5th.  
 

 
Programs of Choice 

This is the second of many notifications to current parents of French Immersion students. If you have a 
kindergarten student starting in September 2023 that you wish to have in French Immersion, you must 

apply for Programs of Choice during the district application process. 
 

Programs of Choice On-Line Applications for Kindergarten entering September 2023: 
Opens January 5, 2023 at 9am 

Closes January 11, 2023 at 4pm 
 

The link to application will be posted on the school district website. http://www.sd43.bc.ca 
 

Parents must apply in this time period for their child to be considered for placement. 
Selection will be done by a random lottery draw with priority given to younger siblings of students who 

will be attending the Program of Choice at the same school in September 2023. 
Children who are not successfully placed will be on a waitlist and must register for Kindergarten at their 

catchment school. 
 

Parents who currently have a child attending a Program of Choice and wish their upcoming kindergarten 
child to enter must still apply and indicate “Confirmation of Sibling Status applies”. 

 
Please ensure the school has your most current address. 

 
For more information on Programs of Choice, please visit: 

http://www.sd43.bc.ca/Programs/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 

 

https://sd43.schoolcashonline.com/
http://www.sd43.bc.ca/
http://www.sd43.bc.ca/Programs/Pages/default.aspx#/=


 

From the PAC 
Hi CRE Families,   
 

 
 
Below is the signup link for the family photos at the snowflake ball by our generous photographer. The 
sitting fee is by donation and affordable photo packages will be available for you to purchase with her.  
 
We are still looking for Volunteers to help at the Snowflake ball in the Concession and at the front door 
for ticket sales. link below to sign up. Please consider helping out for an hour. Without your help, we 
cannot run this event smoothly. 
 

 

Snowflake Ball 
signup.com 
 

 
 
 
 
Family Affordability Fund 
As you may be aware, in August the provincial government announced the Student and Family 
Affordability Fund. This one-time grant of funds through school districts to schools enables us to 
temporarily provide some direct supports to families and students during these challenging economic 
times. During this year, if you are experiencing even a one-time or short-term financial hardship in the 
areas of food, fees, or other household needs, please communicate in confidence directly with me at 
dmushens@sd43.bc.ca about possible options for support. 
 

http://signup.com/go/MkyfinE
http://signup.com/go/MkyfinE
mailto:dmushens@sd43.bc.ca

