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9 January 2022 
 
Dear Coquitlam River Elementary Families, 
 
We are excited to welcome back your students to regular, full-time instruction beginning tomorrow, 
Monday, January 10th.  
 
Staff has been working hard to prepare for the return of students, including making rearrangements to 
classrooms to do our best to provide space between students and limit face to face contact. Staff has also 
been working towards the possibility of temporary online instruction, in the event that Coquitlam River 
Elementary is required to utilize a functional closure, which would see us institute a temporary period of 
instruction in which students and staff are working from home. Please see the Superintendent’s letter of 
January 7th for more information (also attached to this message).  
 
Among the important strengthening of protocols for K-12 settings, are some of the following: 
 

1) Daily Health Check – As the Public Health Authority and Fraser Health have determined that 
contract tracing is not an effective or efficient tool in the fight against the more easily quickly 
transmissible Omicron variant, the Daily Health Check becomes even more important. Each day 
ensure your child(ren) is not exhibiting any symptoms. If they are, students must be kept at home 
until symptoms are no longer present or at the direction of health authorities. The BC 
government’s Daily Health Check tool can be accessed here, or via the front page of the school 
website.  

 
2) Mask Wearing - The language around the mask protocols has been strengthened in the recent K-

12 Ministry of Education Covid Protocols document. The expectation is that adults will 
consistently model the proper use of masks and that there will be a greater focus on the consistent 
wearing of properly fitting masks for children. Masks are a useful barrier against droplets and 
both a visual and physical reminder of all the other actions we need to take to keep as much air 
space around ourselves as possible. 
 
Under the public health order, everyone who is able (i.e., does not have a mask exemption) must 
wear a mask. When layered with other recommended public health measures, a well-
constructed, well-fitting, and properly worn mask can help prevent your child and others 
from being exposed to COVID19. No matter which type of mask your child is wearing, proper 
fit is a key factor in its effectiveness: 
 

• Make sure the mask completely covers your child’s nose, mouth, and chin. 
• Check for gaps between your child’s face and the mask. 

• Check the top, sides, and bottom of the mask.  
• Check the edges of the mask for air leaks and adjust if necessary 

• Improve mask fit so it’s snug and has no gaps. 
• Adjust the ties, bands, or ear loops.  
• Adjust the nosepiece.  
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Students should come to school with two to three clean, well-fitting masks each day to ensure 
they have back-ups available at school. Prior to Christmas we were giving out about 50 masks a 
day. 

 
3) Hand hygiene – regular, consistent, and thorough hand hygiene will continue to be practiced and 

required.  
 

4) Staggered recess and lunch times – as noted in my email last week, we will reinstitute staggered 
recess and lunch, dividing the population on the school playgrounds roughly in half, with the first 
recess beginning at 10:15 and a second recess beginning at 10:35. This will allow for even greater 
space on the playgrounds. Similarly, lunch playtime will be from 12:00 – 12:30 for the first group 
and from 12:35 to 1:05 for the second. 
 

I recognize that for some, this new era of increased vigilance is concerning. If you choose to keep your 
child(ren) home for the first few days, it is important to note that there is no gradual transitions option 
available this year and that instruction will be delivered at school, in person, unless a functional closure 
requires otherwise.  
 
With these measures in place, I am confident school will continue to operate as safely as possible. I 
encourage you to attend our next PAC meeting, rescheduled to January 18th at 7:00 pm (a link to this 
virtual meeting will be sent out in this week’s CRE update) where I will be happy to answer any 
questions. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance in ensuring we are able to keep school and learning 
in person and as normal as possible in the coming weeks. 
 
All the best, 

 
 
David Mushens 
Principal 
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