
Dr. Charles Best Secondary Newsletter 
Issue 22 – March 12, 2021 

2525 Como Lake Avenue, Coquitlam, BC V3J 3R8 604-461-5581 
Website:  http://www.sd43.bc.ca/school/charlesbest/Pages/default.aspx  

Principal – Heather Murphy 
Vice-Principals – Gordon Easton, David Jones, and Joel Nelson 

Our school goal is to develop a culture of connectedness and belonging within the school, among school staff, students, and our 
parent community, in order to enhance opportunities for collaborative partnerships. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS:   
Sunday, March 14 
   Daylight savings time (turn your clocks ahead 1 hour at 2:00 am)  
Monday, March 15 
   PAC Meeting 7:30 pm 
Monday-Friday, March 15-19 
   Spirit Week 
Wednesday, March 17 
   Parent/Teacher Interviews (All Classes online) 
Wednesday, March 17 
   St. Patrick’s Day 
Friday, March 19 
   Last day of classes before Spring Break  
Monday, March 22 
   Start of Spring Break 
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PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS  
We will be holding a virtual Parent Teacher Interview afternoon on Wednesday March 17, 2021 from 12:10 - 4:00pm.   
STUDENTS WILL HAVE ONLINE CLASSES THAT WHOLE DAY.    
You can choose to communicate with teachers by TEAMS or TELEPHONE.  If you have a TEAMS meeting you will need to 
have access through your child’s school email address. For TEAMS meetings, please sign in prior to your time and only 
have one parent sign in for TEAMS interviews per student.  
If you have a phone interview, please have your phone nearby at your allotted time and be advised the teacher may be 
calling from a blocked number.  You will then receive a phone call from the teacher at your assigned time.   

Sign up begins on March 13th at 8:00 am.  Please click on the following link to access the online booking program. Note: 
If you have a child with a Block 3 class, please choose to either book a time during this PT session or the Quarter 4 PT 
session on May 26th.  Please do not book both sessions to allow for enough time slots for everyone.  Thank you. 

Parent/Teacher Interviews Signup System 

Either login with your email and password that you registered with or register with parent name, parent email address 
and password, then follow instructions to activate your account.  Once you click on the activation link, you will be able to 
login using your previously registered email and password. If you do not receive this confirmation email, please check 
your junk mail folder. Otherwise, please call the school during regular office hours so we can manually activate your 
registration. 

Once logged in, follow instructions for selecting interview times with teachers. Once P/T times are booked, you should 
receive a confirmation email. Should you need to change or cancel interviews, you may do so by logging back into the 
site with your email and password, then click on the edit/cancel interview link on the right navigation bar.  In some 
cases, your child’s teacher may have provided a preferred form of interview, please check with your child.  If you are 
unable to connect for an interview at this time, please email your child’s teachers for a progress update. 

 If you have any problems with this parent/teacher interview registration process, please call Charles Best Office at 
604 461-5581 during regular office hours. 
Students will be able to access their report card marks through their student portal starting on March 11. 
 
Wildlife Sightings in the Area – Be Careful – Be Aware. 
In response to what appears to be a recent increase in the number of cougar and/bear sightings in the District, please 
know that the school has a wildlife protocol should wild animals be seen in and around the school or neighbourhood. In 
the event of a wild animal sighting, schools will be put into a Shelter in Place. This means that hazards are kept outside 
the building while students are kept safe indoors. If students are already outside, they will be brought inside through an 
established protocol.  Students in such a case may also be dismissed from school in a controlled manner at the end of the 
day in order to monitor exits for safety. 
Also, if walking to school, please remind your children to: 
  

• use well-lit busier roads and walkways  
• walk noisily in groups  
• avoid forest paths and walking alone 

  
SD43 staff are committed to the safety of all members of our learning community, and we can all continue to be vigilant 
when it comes to wild animals near schools.  
To report a conflict with wildlife that may threaten public safety call the Ministry of Environment Conservation Office at 
1-877-952-7277. 
We will continue to monitor the situation closely in the interests of school community safety. 
 
Thanks, Ms. Murphy, principal  
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COUNSELLOR’S CORNER 

Please make sure you hand in your course selection 
sheet for 2021/2022 as soon as possible as they are 
overdue!! 
 
GRADE 12 SCHOLARSHIP REMINDER 
Grade 12 students have received a scholarship package last week. The package contains information about many 
different scholarship opportunities, awards, and bursaries available to graduating students. Deadline for all internal 
scholarships is Friday, April 9th at 3.00 pm. Late applications will not be accepted. External awards that are not 
administered by Dr. Charles Best Secondary may have different deadlines. Planning ahead is important, especially if 
references are required. Check back to our Career Centre website often as new opportunities will be added as they 
come in. Students can contact Ms. Kaufmann at the Career Centre with any question they may have, either in person 
between 9 am and 3.30 pm or by email at skaufmann@sd43.bc.ca 
We want to share the joy with you! If you win a scholarship, bursary, or award, please do not forget to let Ms. 
Kaufmann or your counsellor know so that we can acknowledge you in our commencement brochure. 
 
2021 GRACE FAMILY NETWORK FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 
How has living through a pandemic changed your view of the world? Submit your essay to apply for one of three 
scholarships of $500 each available to Metro Vancouver area students graduating in 2021. Priority will be given to 
students in financial need. For more information and to download the application form go to: 
http://www.gfnf.org/#scholarship. Deadline: May 31, 2021. 
 
JOHAH CHRISTENSEN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship was created by the Christensen family in memory and in celebration of Jonah's kindness, curiosity, 
mischievousness, and energetic drive to live life to the fullest. The donor hopes this annual award will encourage youth 
to reflect on these qualities as they look toward their future endeavors’. Applicants will be required to submit a 750-
word essay on the year’s topic “Describe a success or a setback you’ve had that precipitated a meaningful change of 
perspective in your life.”  Submissions in either English or French are accepted. Open for Grade 12 students planning to 
attend a post-secondary institution. For details check https://celebratethechild.me/jonah-christensen-memorial-
scholarship/. Deadline: March 31, 2021. 
 
EAGLE RIDGE HOSPITAL AUXILIARY BURSARY 2021 
2 bursaries ($2,500 each) are available for Tri-Cities students who are intending to pursue a post-secondary education in 
the healthcare field and must demonstrate financial need. For more information and to download the application form, 
go to: http://erha.ca/home/bursary/ Deadline: March 31, 2021. 
 
**Make sure to also check out the variety of scholarships included in our internal application package. The Best 
Scholarship Information Package is posted on the Career Centre website > Financial Aid tab and also on teams. Deadline 
for all internal applications is Friday, April 9th at 3 pm. 
 
BC TECH SCHOLARSHIP 
The industry-funded BC Tech Scholarship Program is proud to provide grants to students who have a proven passion for 
technology, a desire to leave a mark in the tech sector and have been accepted into a publicly funded BC-based post-
secondary institution in a technology-related program. For the full list of requirements and more details on how to apply 
please visit https://wearebctech.com/2021-bc-tech-scholarship/. Up to 3 scholarships of $2,500 each are available for 
this year’s graduates. Application deadline is April 15, 2021.  
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JIM HEBDEN CHEMISTRY BURSARY 2021 
This $1,000 bursary is presented annually by Western Campus Resources. Criteria are service for school and/ or community; 
completion of Chemistry 12 by the end of June 2021 and plans to continue the study of chemistry at a recognized post-
secondary institution, whether it be toward a chemistry degree or in a field related to chemistry such as nursing or 
engineering. Must demonstrate financial need, submission of a letter describing how the study of chemistry is essential to 
their educational and career goals, and also 2 paragraphs explaining (A.) why they would encourage a Grade 10 student to 
study chemistry; and (B.) what they have done in the past two years to make their school and/or community a better place for 
others (max. 800 words total). For details visit www.WesternCampus.ca. Application deadline is May 21, 2021. 
 
PATHWAY TO SUCCESS AWARDS 
If you have applied for admission to BCIT and are planning to enter a full-time first year technology, technical studies or 
trade program (excluding Apprentice) you are eligible to apply. There are 3 awards of up to $3,000 each available for 
SD43 students. Criteria: Well-rounded citizens, who have displayed leadership qualities, and have demonstrated that 
they are willing to work hard to achieve their goals. Commitment and drive are as important as formal academic 
standing. Completed applications must be submitted to your counsellor by April 6, 2021 (not April 1 as stated on the 
application form). For more details and the application form go to our Career Centre website. 
 
YOUTH ADVENTURES IN LEADERSHIP (YAIL) 
YAIL is a youth leadership program run by District 5050 of Rotary International. It’s designed to provide an authentic 
youth learning environment designed to inspire young leaders to develop a mindset for adaptation and growth. This 
year, due to Covid-19, instead of the usual weekend-camp format the event is online, and students do not need Rotary 
Club sponsorship. Sessions are free of charge, and take place Thursdays, April 15 to May 13, 7-8.30 pm. The program is 
open to students ages 15-17. To learn more about this exiting opportunity, go to the Rotary District Website: 
https://district5050.org/sitepage/yail/about-yail 
To Register: YAIL Online Registration Form 
SWEAT (STRUCTURED WORK EXPERIENCE & TRAINING) 
This is an amazing Spring Break opportunity for Grade 11 & 12 students to explore creative career opportunities on 
campus at LaSalle College, Vancouver. Date: March 22 to March 25. 8.45 am to 5 pm. Participate in one of their hands-
on workshops in the following areas and receive 30 hours of work experience.  

• 3D Modeling, Animation & VFX 
• Game Design & Programming 
• Professional Recording Arts 
• Photography 
• Culinary Arts and Baking & Pastry 
• Fashion Design & Marketing 
• Graphic Design 
• Interior Design 

 

This program is taking place March 22 to 25, 2021. 8.45 am to 5 pm (Spring Break) at the LaSalle College campus, 
Vancouver. Deadline for applications is March 15, 2021. Cost: $150. Note: Limited class size and Covid protocols in 
effect. To register: https://www.lasallecollegevancouver.com/events/sweat-workshop-mar-2021 

LEARDERSHIP 11 DONATION-GORDON PROJECT 
The Leadership 11 class is planning an event to donate care packages to the 3030 Gordon Project supporting the 
homeless population in the Tri-Cities. Remind your child to come by the front of the school on Thursday March 18 or 
Friday March 19 to drop off donations and new supplies if they can!  
Items may be: hand sanitizers, socks, gloves, wet wipes, masks, feminine hygiene products, granola bars, and bottled 
water. 
*only new and unopened supplies accepted* 
Send students with a donation of $2 or more and receive an Easter card for a friend! 
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FLY FISHING CLASS AND ARCHERY CLASS 
This week the Fly-fishing class will be honoring their navigations skills by looking for a geocached item. They are given 
GPS coordinates and take a selfie with the item when they locate it. 
Top archers in Monday’s class were Brendan and Adriano. 

YEARBOOKS 
Only 57 yearbooks available for the whole school do not miss out order yours online today. If you do not know if you 
purchased one yet just check “payment history” when you are in school cash online and it will show you what has been 
processed.  
 
STUDENT INFORMATION VERIFICATION FORM/EMERGENCY RELEASE FORMS 
Follow up emails were sent out on behalf of principal, Heather Murphy to the families of Grade 9-12 students who are 
missing Student Information Verification and/or Emergency Release forms.  Please check your junk email. 
Forms can be dropped off at the front desk reception and if a new form(s) is required, please contact the office. 
 
ABSENCES/LATE ARRIVALS/EARLY DISMISSALS 
Students who are absent: Parents, please let the school office know either by attendance email or phone call. 
Students who are late: Parents, please let the school office know either by attendance email or phone call. To maintain 
social distancing, students are to check in with their teacher, not the office. 
Students who are leaving early: Parents, please let the school office know either by attendance email or phone call.  
Students are to check out at the office. 
Remember, if your child is not feeling well, they should stay home-thank you. 
 
STUDENT SCHOOL ACCOUNTS 
Now that Report Cards are posted online in the MYED Parent Portal, we have not been printing off the “Student Fee 
Statements” and attaching them to the report cards.  Please log into your school cash online account (Student’s legal 
first and last name must be used) on the School Website, Quick Links, Student Fees to see what item(s) are attached to 
your student. Please clear up any outstanding items asap or at the latest by March 14, 2021. If you are having problems 
logging into your account, please call 1-866-961-1803 for assistance. 
 


