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Issue 2 – September 29, 2022
2525 Como Lake Avenue, Coquitlam, BC V3J 3R8	604-461-5581
Website:  http://www.sd43.bc.ca/school/charlesbest/Pages/default.aspx 
Principal – Heather Murphy
Vice-Principals – Michelle Ciolfitto, Kelly Fridge, and Joel Nelson
Our school goal is to develop a culture of connectedness and belonging within the school, among school staff, students, and our parent community, in order to enhance opportunities for collaborative partnerships.

UPCOMING EVENTSThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Friday, September 30
    National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (school not in session)
Monday, October 10
    Thanksgiving Day (school not in session)

[bookmark: _Hlk52357623]Dear Dr. Charles Best Secondary Families, 
It has been a busy but smooth school start up.  The Grad 2023 Senior Sail last week was very successful.  It was a gorgeous night as we sailed around the Vancouver Harbor and watched a most beautiful sunset.  So proud of our Grads who were extremely well behaved – the crew said they were the ‘Best’ school they had ever hosted. Thank you, Grads, for making us proud.   Thank you to the many staff who helped organize and attend this event.  
Our Athletic teams and clubs are well under way – Go Blue Devils.  Special thank you’s to our staff who have volunteered to coach and sponsor our students.  We participated in our Terry Fox Run last week.  Thank you to Ms Fournier and her leadership students for their organization. Thank you to many people who have already donated to the Terry Fox Foundation.  We have raised over $2500 but we would like to raise even more.  Please consider donating to Cancer research and the Terry Fox Foundation. There is a direct link to donate on our school website which will be open until October 31st.

Stay in touch - Our school “informer” is located on the Dr Charles Bests’ website, we typically send home a newsletter every ten days and you can download the school APP for announcements as well. Please email your child’s teachers, counsellor, or VP if you have any questions or concerns.  Stay connected, stay informed, it’s the Best thing you can do! 
Sincerely,  
Heather Murphy, Principal 


SENIOR SAIL
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      Sunset from the Magic Spirit				                Vancouver skyline


NOON HOUR SUPERVISORS FOR SD43
SD43 is looking for permanent Noon Hour Assistants to supervise students indoors and outdoors during lunch break (one hour per day) within an assigned zone at one of our schools.  (Previous experience working with groups of children is an asset.)  
Please submit your resume through the following link http://www.sd43.bc.ca/District/JobOpportunities/External%20NonTeaching%20Positions/Casual%20Noon%20Hour%20Assistants%20-%20Ongoing%20Recruitment.pdf  if you would be interested in becoming a Noon Hour Assistant for one of our sites! 

OUR OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
We are very excited to announce that our Outdoor Learning space is now open and ready for use! This space was designed through collaboration with teaching staff, Indigenous Education, District Maintenance, and various community members. A huge “thank you” to Maxine Wilson for her generous donation that allowed this project to happen. 
Thank you to all of those involved in this multiyear project and we look forward to seeing this space evolve in the coming years! 
                            [image: A group of stones in a grassy area with trees in the background

Description automatically generated with low confidence]
                        
POST SECONDARY RECRUITER VISITS
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk115256799]SFU
	Wed, October 5th 3.20 pm
	School library

	Douglas College
	Wed, October 12th 3.20 pm
	School library

	Canadian University Event (fair attended by all major Canadian universities, open to SD43 students only)
	Thu, October 13th 9-11 am
	Heritage Woods Secondary

	UVic Gustavson School of Business
	Thu, October 13th, 3.20 pm
	School library

	University of Toronto
	Mon, October 24th 3.20 pm
	School library

	SFU Beedie School of Business
	Wed, October 26th 3.20 pm 
	School library

	Toronto Metropolitan University (former Ryerson U)
	Thu, October 27th 3.20 pm
	School library

	UBC Sauder School of Business
	Wed, November 2nd 3.20 pm
	School library

	Western University
	Thu, November 3rd 3-4 pm
	Booth, main foyer

	Post-Secondary BC Fair (Recruiters from all BC universities & colleges will be at Best!)
	Fri, November 4th 9-11.45 am
	Varies rooms around the school

	University of Waterloo
	Tue, November 15th 3.20 pm
	School library

	McGill University
	Tue, November 15th 7 pm
	Heritage Woods Secondary, theatre (open to all SD43 students)

	University of Calgary
	Thu, November 17th 3-4 pm
	Booth, main foyer

	University of Alberta
	Wed, November 23rd 3.20 pm
	School library



STUDENT VERIFICATION AND EMERGENCY RELEASE FORMS
Please help us ensure that we have the most up to date and accurate contact information for your child. If you haven’t already done so, please review, edit and sign your child’s Verification Form and have your child drop off at the office.  If your emergency contacts have changed – update them on the form!   If your email address or phone number has changed-please update them as well.   There are significant times that we may need to contact a parent or guardian of one of our students and the only way we can do that is if we have accurate information on both the Verification and Emergency Release forms.   Please help us help you! 

ATTENDANCE
Parents, if you child is not able to attend school or will be missing part of the school day, please inform the office by phone or email the school office at charlesbestattendance@sd43.bc.ca  
It is not necessary to email the teacher of your child’s absence.  Once the office is notified, applicable teachers will be updated as well.   
GRAD FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15th
Lifetouch is offering Charles Best families the opportunity to have family portraits taken in their studio on Saturday, October 15th. They will generously donate the $30 sitting fee back to the school and all money raised will be used to offset the school’s grad costs. To book your appointment please click on the link provided below (highlighted). Photos will take place in the Lifetouch studio located at 4189 McConnell Drive, Burnaby.  Family Photo Grad Fundraiser

FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FUNDRAISER - COMNG TO OUR SCHOOL SOON 
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About the program? – offered through B.C. Agriculture, open to anyone in our community, order a bundle of farm fresh B.C. fruits and vegetables for you, family or friends. 
When? Sales will be open from Tues. Oct. 4th – Monday Oct. 24th
Pick-up – from in front of the school mid November (pick-up will be available for 3 days outside of the cafeteria from 3:00 pm to 3:45 pm)
What? 
Bundle 1 = $25 - (3 lbs onions, 3 lbs carrots, 5 lbs Gala apples, 5 lbs pacific sunset potatoes)  
Bundle 2 = $30 - (5 lbs carrots, 0.5 lbs shallots, 1 lb parsnips , 5 lbs pacific sunset potatoes, 5 lbs red beets)
How? Payment will be possible through School Cash Online – this will be up and running by next week, watch for it.
Why? It’s a win- win-win! Help our school Environmental club fundraise money, help our foods classes with fresh produce, get healthy, fresh produce for you and your family, and support local farmers.
B.C. Agriculture donates a very generous 40% of each sale directly to our school! The Force of Nature Environmental club helps sponsor the school garden, landscaping the new outdoor classroom, providing materials for environmental lessons to elementary students and many more initiatives, we always welcome new members😊
More Questions? If you would like any more information, please contact Sophie Viswanathan at sviswanathan@sd43.bc.ca or students can visit me in person in room 102.

CHARLES BEST CLUBS 2022/2023
Last week we had a very successful club day with over 30 clubs displaying their club information. Below is a list of all the clubs that are offered this year.  If you child missed the opportunity to sign up for a club, please have them connect with the sponsor teacher for information or come see Ms. Fridge in the main office.
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HOW TO STAY INFORMED AT CHARLES BEST
DR. CHARLES BEST APP 
Our school has an APP for parents and students to be able to access pertinent school information:  Calendar, Daily News (Informer), Reminder notifications, Code of Conduct, Schedules, Web Site, and all other school information that was previously in student agendas.  Install free from the App Store or Google Play.  Please note, we will also send important push notifications through this app, so please allow your device to receive notifications if asked.

DR. CHARLES BEST INFORMER
We have an in-school newsletter we will produce on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We will post it on our website as well. It is a great way to keep up with events and announcements happening at Best.

INSTAGRAM: follow our school @charlesbestscho and follow our Career Centre bestcareercentre

STUDENT SIGN IN/SIGN OUT PROCEDURE
Students who arrive late to school go directly to class and inform their teacher they have arrived.  There is no need to stop at the office.  If a student needs to leave the school early, parents please contact the office either by phone or email to excuse your child.  Students are to stop at the office to sign out.

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND PARKING
Please be aware that when dropping students off in the morning, vehicles are not permitted to stop in the following locations: West entrance roundabout and the road beside the portables on the west side of the building. Stopping in the roundabout causes dangerous traffic problems on Como Lake Ave and impedes traffic and the road beside the portables is a dead end with nowhere to turnaround.  Please think of our students’ safety and plan for safe location to drop off.


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE GUIDANCE     
Although the start of this school year feels considerably more normal than last, we are to be reminded that Covid and other communicable illnesses can be transmitted in public settings. It is important that students always complete a daily health check before coming to school. A health check means a person regularly checks to ensure they are not experiencing symptoms of illness (including but not limited to COVID-19 symptoms) that would limit their ability to participate fully in regular activities before coming to school to prevent spread of communicable diseases, such as COVID-19, within the school setting.
When your child is sick (including COVID) they should stay at home and follow BCCDC guidelines. If your child is exhibiting symptoms of illness, such as COVID-19 or gastrointestinal illness, they should stay home until they are well enough to participate in regular activities. Students can attend school if their symptoms are consistent with a previously diagnosed health condition (e.g., seasonal allergies) or symptoms have improved enough to where they feel well enough to return to regular activities and any fever has resolved without the use of fever-reducing medication (e.g., acetaminophen, ibuprofen). 
The decision to wear a mask is a personal one, based on individual preference. Some students may choose to continue to wear a nonmedical mask or face covering throughout the day or for certain activities. The choice of staff and students to choose whether they practice additional personal prevention measures should be respected. In addition, students are reminded to sanitize their hands upon entering the building, wash their hands before and after eating and practice respiratory etiquette:
• Cough or sneeze into their elbow or a tissue. Throw away used tissues and immediately, perform hand       hygiene. 
• Refrain from touching their eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Refrain from sharing any food, drinks, unwashed utensils, cigarettes, or vaping devices.

CONNECT WITH THE BEST CAREER CENTRE
Here at Charles Best, we have an AMAZING resource for students and parents to find out about Post-Secondary Events, Scholarships, as well as Financial Aid, Volunteer and Job Opportunities. There are usually too many opportunities to list in the newsletter so please use the following options below to access the Career Centre regularly as opportunities, and dates are continually added. 
The Career Centre is also on Instagram with the following handle: bestcareercentre
Ms. Kaufmann is located on the main floor in the Tech Centre and is available from 9:00am – 3:00pm, M-F.
All grade 9-12 students are also invited to join the Career Centre on TEAMS (code gvrymg1)

There are 2 options on the homepage to access the Career Centre our school website:
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STUDENTS FEES/FORMS
Students may have received Fee Statements in their Advisories on the first day.  These fees will represent any course and school fees for this school year.   Course fees are to cover the costs of supplies for projects, guest speakers or field trip type activities.   Student Activity Fees cover the costs of all the extra curricular type activities such as clubs, presentations, awards, prizes, and supplies for all extra curricular type activities just to name a few.  Please contact your student’s vice principal or counsellor if you require financial support or further explanation with any of these fees.  Thank you for your continued support of our school we hope to continue to run even more clubs, school wide activities and teams this year!  
Fees are paid on School Cash On Line which can be accessed from our school website homepage under Quicklinks, Student Fees.
· Read, fill/ digitally sign out the online forms, pay fees
· Code of conduct
· School fees
· Athletics fees
· District policies
· Volunteer driver
· Parent volunteer

GRAD FEES
Students in grade 12 will have a Grad Fee attached to their Fee Statement.  This fee covers the cost of the Commencement Ceremony, rental of the venue, gowns, caps, stole, cords, folders for their certificates, awards, decorations etc.  

PAC CORNER
Upcoming PAC meetings:
• Monday, October 3 at 7:00 pm in the school library
• Monday, November 7 at 7:00 pm in the school library

We're still looking for parents to volunteer for specific roles for this school year:
• PAC Exec Member-at-Large
• PAC Treasurer
• PAC French Immersion Parent Rep
-Committee Convenor for Grade 11 Parent Dance

If you are interested in filling any of these roles, please contact the PAC Secretary at bestpacsecretary@gmail.com. 
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Club Name Sponsor Teacher Name

Chess Club Mr. R. Morris

Students 4 Students Ms. Royle

Dabirestan Club Mme. Deacon

Pottery Club Mr. Yoo

Writing Club  Mr. Baker

Volunteering Club Leslie Megan

Best Study Network Mr. Last

Juggling/circus club M. Major

Force of Nature Environmental Club Ms. Viswanathan

Debate club Mr. Purdy

Project H.E.L.L.O. Mme. Bruneau

Charles Best Origami Club Kihoon Yoo (Mr. Yoo)

Debate team Mr. Purdy

Miracle Movement Mr. Robin Purdy

Coding Club Mr. Anania

ForgottenOrphans (Ran last year) Fahim Karmali

Fashion Club Ms. Hyatt-Shaw

Quilling ME Leslie, Megan

The Hot Potato Initiative Mr. Poudre

Orange T-shirt Day Club Mme Bruneau

Stocks Mr. Roberts

Programming and Algorithms Club Mr. Jaeggle

Paws for a Cause (PFAC) Ms. Jenkins

Girls in Robotics Ms. Abercrombie/Mr. Jaeggle/Ms. Heibert

Art Club Mr. Baker

Dungeons and dragons club Mr. Morris

Rocket club Ms. Radulovic

Weiqi club Karmali Fahim

Multicultural club Purdy Robin

Anime Club Mrs. Joba

International Board Game Club Mrs. Joba

Real Acts of Caring club (RAC)  Mr. Chang, Mr. Ipe

Stagecraft  Mr. Case
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) Locker Requests

If you would like to request a locker and was not assigned one in advisory please come to the main office. Students who
a locker have been notified by school email locker and combo information.

o Tech support: Getting started

Wifi access for personal devic: ick here (Handout) Wi-fi Access for Personal Devices.pdf
Getting started with Office 365 click here Office 365 apps tutorial.pdf
Getting started with the Student/Family Portal click here HowTologintoMyEducationBCPortal pdf

School District 43@1pdutes re: COVID-19 Pandemic Response

Updates posted here as they become available.

There are currently no featured stories.

School News On the Calendar Quick Links
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