Panorama Heights Elementary School
Dear Parents/Guardians:







June 2011.

School Organization and Class Placement for September 2011
At this time of year parents often have questions about school organization, class placements and opening day procedures for the start of school in September.  The purpose of this letter is to provide parents with information on:




• School organization and student enrolment



• Combined classes




• Class placement of students

School Organization and Student enrolment:


All elementary schools are allocated staffing by the school district based upon projected student enrolment for September.  The amount of staffing allocated is directly related to the staffing formula set by the School Board once the Ministry of Education approves the School Board’s submitted budget for the school year.  Since staffing levels (how many teachers a school is given) depend upon student enrolment it is very important that schools hear from parents if their child/ren will not be attending the same school again in September, or if families will be on extended holidays anytime in the first two weeks of school.  Similarly, it is important for people moving into a school community to contact the school about registration as early as possible.  Again, this year, Panorama Heights Elementary has been deemed a ‘closed’ school due to limitations in our student capacity, and we are currently wait listing all new registrations.  In September, we will determine how many spaces are available, and will admit new students in priority sequence, off the wait lists.


If a school receives a lot more students at a particular grade level or more than three special needs students in one class than anticipated for September this can mean that class size and class composition limits stipulated in the School Act (Bill 33) may be in violation and the school would have to reorganize all classes during the first week of school.  Reorganization of all classes can also happen during the first week of school if a school has a lot less students than expected for September and usually means that a school will lose staff.  


As you can see, the first week of school can present several challenges for organizing an elementary school, making up classes and placing new students.  Our procedure on opening day of students returning to last year’s teacher on the first day of school and placed in grade groups the next day of school allows staff time to see which families may have moved out of Panorama over the summer, check to find out why some students from last year have not shown up on the first day and continue to register students new to the school. Usually this process is completed by the end of the first week of school.  In rare cases it may be extended by a few days in order to organize the school according to class size limits and deal with possible staff changes should they occur.  

Combined Classes
Combined classes have students from two grades in one class.  The realities of student enrolment, staffing allotments and Ministry class size limits dictate that there will be combined classes at Panorama Heights and virtually all elementary schools across the school district.  Regardless of whether your child is placed in a combined class or a regular class, numerous studies indicate that they will do as well in one setting as in the other.

Class Placements 
Your child’s teachers, along with other teachers your child may have had last year, consider many factors in the process of recommending a student’s placement for next September’s class.  The process is very thorough and many hours of discussion and consultation focus upon the educational needs of students which may include the following factors:


• academic ability


• work habits and attitude




• maturity



• learning style




• social relationship with peers

• academic relationship with peers

We trust this information will be helpful and increase understanding about some of the issues and realities of school organization and class placement.  We also seek your cooperation and support for our start-up this September 2010.

Mr. B. Cousineau
Principal

