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Mountain Meadows Elementary Newsletter

Issue #3, November 7th, 2011
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Principal’s Message
Christmas is just over a month and a half away, and there are many activities that will be occurring during that time.  
Our last day of school before the Christmas holidays is on Friday, December 16th. We will be dismissing students at 1:50 pm.  
Thank you to the many parents who have completed the EFORMS. They are used by teachers to check for parent permission for a number of activities. There are only about 10 parents who have not completed this process. They will be contacted individually to complete this process.

Our website contains important information regarding dates for events. I have included the next few months of calendar events.

A complete list of dates for the year can be found in the student planner . These dates can also be found under publications on the website. 

Dates to remember:

Nov. 9
Stranger Danger talks Div. 4-10 12:45-2:50
Nov. 9
Scholastic Book Orders Due
Nov. 10  Remembrance Day Assembly

Nov. 11  School Closed

Nov. 14  School Closed

Nov. 18  Div. 4 Bowling 1:00

Nov. 22  PAC Meeting 7:00- Library

Nov. 23 Scott Creek Volleyball Tournament for Grade 5

Nov. 25 Hot Lunch/Hot Dogs

Dec. 6th Christmas Dress Rehearsal

Dec. 6th and 8th Christmas Concert 1:15

Dec. 9th P.J.Day Movie Afternoon, Pizza Hot Lunch

Dec. 14 Holiday Craft Market

Dec. 16th Last Day of Classes ( 1:50)

October Highlights
Folk Dancing
Mountain Meadows was very fortunate to have a retired teacher work with students twice a week for 4 weeks to teach traditional dances from many countries. The performance at the end of the teaching was amazing and very well attended. Thank you to the Parent Advisory Council for subsidizing the Folk Dance instruction at our school.  

Hallowe’en Activities
It was so great to see so many students all dressed up for our Hallowe’en activities. I had the opportunity to visit all the classes and to see the variety of activities that teachers had prepared for their students in the afternoon. I did notice that some treats were healthy too! The pumpkin patch fieldtrip was well attended by parents and it turned out the weather held out for the fieldtrip.
Scholastic Book Fair

The scholastic Book Fair was a tremendous success. Thank you to the many parents who visited the book fair. And a big special thank you to Claar Prinson for coordinating this event and to parents who helped run the fair; Claar Prinson, Donna Miller, Tracey Smart, Young Chi and Wode Courchesne. An amazing $ 1600 was raised for the school.  The money will be used to purchase intermediate Social Studies and Science Resources along with intermediate novels and non fiction books to support literacy. In addition, some of the money will be used to supplement the library collection.
Halloween For Hunger

For the second year in a row, Mountain Meadows “Miracle Kids” joined the Halloween for Hunger campaign, collecting non-perishable food items instead of candy, to donate to our local food bank.  Last year they collected 748 lbs. of food.  Our goal this year is to collect 1000 lbs.   Their efforts were featured in our local newspaper.
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Upcoming Events

Stranger Danger

The Port Moody Police Department will be speaking to all our primary classes on Wednesday, November 8th at 1:00-2:20 in the music room.
Christmas Concerts
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Mrs. Read and the staff of Mountain Meadows are planning a Christmas Concert event for the

community. We will host the concert during instructional time so advanced notice is being provided so parents can make arrangements

with work to attend. There will be two afternoon performances starting at 1:15 p.m. Both performances will be identical. Families are asked to attend only one of the performances. We want to ensure that all families are able to watch a performance comfortably.  We ask that you drop off a non perishable food item when you arrive for SHARE.
 Remembrance Day Assembly
The community is invited to our Remembrance Day Assembly on Thursday November 10th at 10:45.  Poppies will be distributed to students in the morning. Students can bring their donations for the poppy fund on that day. Students in beavers, cubs etc. are encouraged to wear their uniforms on that day. If you come a bit early you are more than welcome to view some of the work that students have completed in the preparation of this day posted in our hallways. Pictured below is one of Ms. Eppele’s student writing.
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Housekeeping Items 

In order to help our school run efficiently and safely, there are a few items we ask parent

to take note of:
West Coast Rules
Last year we started to implement the West Coast Rainy day rules.  Rainy day rules may be called occasionally during recess and lunch when the following conditions occur: when the rain is too heavy for students to move freely outside; hail; freezing wind warnings, lightning storms, and/or strong winds.  For the most part students will be going outside rain or shine.  
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We live in a climate that can see rain for lengthy periods of time and it is less beneficial for students to be inside for long periods of time. They need the opportunity to get some fresh air, run, play and socialize.  Each day, please ensure that your child is dressed according to the weather and if rain is expected, please send boots, umbrellas, etc.

Students have the option of taking extra time to eat until 12:25 which leaves 20 minutes of outside play time.  Some of the students choose to play in the undercover areas.
Thank you for your understanding and support.
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School Start Times
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Thank you to the many parents who have helped with the adjustment of the start and dismissal times this year. It can be a challenge to get everyone out of the door with everything they need to be successful at school.  
 Extra- Curricular Opportunities
A number of our staff are providing some extra curricular activities for our students.

[image: image11.jpg]Volleyball Club: This club is offered to our grade fives and will be finishing up on November 23rd, at the Scott Creek Jamboree. For more information contact Mr. Chase or Mr. Parnell.

Hope to see you there supporting our team.


Knitting Club: This club is offered to all grade 3,4, 5 students who are interested in learning how to knit. Please contact Ms. Borthwick for more information.
Drawing Club: This club is offered to all students who are interested in learning how to draw. Please contact Mr. Parnell for more information.


Book Club: This club is offered to Grades 3,4,5 students who are interested in reading a book and then discussing it. Please contact Ms. Davidson

Parent Advisory Council (PAC) News

The next PAC Meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 24th, 2011- 7:00 p.m. Library
Mission Statement:


At Mountain Meadows, we strive, as a community of teachers, parents and students, to promote social responsibility, lifelong learning, and academic success in a safe and caring environment.
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