Dear Parents,

Regarding:  STUDENT PLACEMENT DECISIONS

How are placements made?  

Placement decisions are made by our teaching staff, including classroom and support teachers who have worked previously with students and potential receiving teachers.  An effort is made to group children in the most effective way, taking into account their educational needs, interpersonal relationships, and other aspects of their school history.  Expressed preferences or concerns of parents are also considered.

Teachers work with an organizational framework (the number of classes and grade levels) and “fill” the classes.  Every effort is made to balance classes, recognizing that the learning needs of some students are greater than others, some students are more difficult to manage than others, some are new immigrants and have limited English language skills, and so on.  Where possible, an effort is made to create a balance of female and male students.

Placement decisions are then reviewed by the Principal and support staff to ensure that we are working within the collective agreement, which specifies the number of children who can be in a class at any particular grade level.  Consideration must be given to the number of children with severe learning disabilities, severe behavioural needs, significant language problems, hearing impairment, and so on.  

There are limits to the number of teachers assigned to our school, limits to our class sizes, and limits to our flexibility.  Nevertheless, in the majority of cases parents, students and teachers are quite comfortable with placement decisions.

Can placement decisions be reviewed?
Yes.  We are prepared to review any placement decision at the request of a parent.  What we ask is that a letter expressing the reasons for the request be provided.  Then, at our earliest opportunity, the teaching staff involved in any change will meet to review the request.  Once a decision is made, parents will be advised.

Sincerely,

Mr. R. Collins
Principal

