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  In This Issue:
·  New PAC Executive 2010/2011 - Will You Carry the Torch?
·  Gaming Grant back to $20/student in 2010/2011…School Budget Planning Underway
·  On the Calendar  - What’s Happening this Spring
·  Feedback to the PAC – Email Your Opinions/Comments
 President’s Report (by Karla Scribner karlas@shaw.ca) 
It is time to pass on the torch. The PAC torch that is. Every year at our AGM we have elections to determine a new bunch of parents willing to carry the torch for a few years (two years if you choose an executive position or as long as you like if you are a committee head).    Just the word torch reminds me of getting up at 5:30am on a shivery February morning to cheer the Olympic torch as it passed through Port Moody in front of the community centre.   We yelled and screamed for about one minute (maybe less) and in a small way we felt like we had contributed to this Canadian wide event.  
The Olympic torch traveled not only hundreds of thousands of miles but in so many different ways by so many different hands. It traveled by ice skates, skidoo, motor-bike, airplane, car and canoe and these are only the methods that I can remember. Each person and region chose to carry it in his or her own way. I can’t help but think about how the PAC has morphed and changed over time depending on which parents were carrying the torch.   
Each time a new Baker Drive parent has chosen to pick up the torch, don the red mittens and join the PAC it has morphed and changed a bit like the Canadian landscape. Please consider picking up the torch and donning your red mittens for 2010-2011. We need some new torch bearers and could use the new energy and vigor that comes from a freshly lit torch and well rested runner. You won’t get the chance to wear the complimentary white snow suit or red mittens and the odds are you won’t ever meet Wayne Gretzky near the cauldron but you will have the opportunity to cheer, hoot and holler and have an impact on those small Olympians that really need to you keep the flame alive. Please contact me if you have any questions about the PAC or might consider a position as a torch bearer next year.
 Treasurer’s Report (by Kara Crawford kara_crawford@shaw.ca) 
It is hard to believe that spring has arrived and we are entering the final phase of the school year! Baker Drive’s PAC anticipates being able to meet all of its financial commitments contained in this year’s budget and is now looking to the future to prepare its plans for next year.  

The annual PAC budget, put together with the guidance and support of Mrs. Parmar and her fantastic staff, forms the backbone of this plan. The Baker Drive staff is currently meeting to discuss and prepare their recommendations for next year. Their proposal will be presented at the next PAC meeting on Tuesday, April 13th.  The PAC intends to discuss and pass its 2010/2011 budget in April to enable technology purchases for next year to be in the classroom for the start of learning in September.  

Next year’s PAC budget will be similar to this year’s and include a spending commitment for continued progress with Baker Drive’s Smartboard initiative.  Half the classrooms in the school are already benefiting from this powerful educational tool and it’s hoped that the other half of the rooms will not be far behind. 

To this end, we received some terrific news this week. I’m pleased to report that Parent Advisory Councils will receive $20 per student through the B.C. Gaming Grants for the 2010/2011. This is a re-instatement of the amounts that were given in the past and up from the $10 per student received this year. This fact, combined with the school’s increased enrollment for next year, from the addition of the Montessori Program, means that projected PAC revenue for next year is significantly greater. The budget amounts for 2010/2011 will reflect this anticipated increase of about $2,500. Put another way, the budget for 2010/2011 has $16,500 to work with, up from the $14,000 spent this year.

 Fundraising Update (by Catherine Hubbs clhubbs@shaw.ca)
Tourist in Your Own Town – Kidsworld Program

Do you spend the spring desperately thinking of how to occupy your kids during the long summer? Why not sign up for the Kidsworld Program and have an activity planned each day for you. For $45/child (one accompanying parent/child is free), you can have a new experience every day between July 1 and August 31 and September weekend dates.  Activities include Theatre Under the Stars, Playland, Museum of Anthropology and Tug Boat Junction. 
Michelle Dixon, a Baker Drive Parent with two boys in Kindergarten and Grade 2 recommended this program to the PAC. Their family participated in the program last summer and Michelle felt that there were lots of interesting activities and the program was a great value. Participating children must be between four and 15 years old. Registration forms came out at the beginning of March – if you need another please contact me.  Have a look at examples of the activities at www.kidsworldprogram.com. Please submit your forms to your child’s teacher prior to Thursday, March 25th, the last day of school before Spring Break.
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Wow! Baker Drive kids need to give themselves a pat on the back. In two short weeks the kids have raised over $500 for Mwayi Sichali, our sponsor child who turned six on Tuesday, March 16th. Response to the Penny Drive was phenomenal. We will continue this as an annual event to fund Mwayi’s $480 annual sponsorship. The kids can keep bringing their coins in until March 25th. We will donate the excess to a similar cause. Well done!

Hanging Baskets and Bedding Plants 
It’s almost that time again! Order forms will go out in April for these fantastic hanging baskets and bedding plants. Delivery will be before Mother’s Day.    
Baker Drive Community Carnival
The Spring Fair is back with a new name and promises to be bigger and better than ever! A core group of parents and staff has teamed up with the Grade Fives and has already started planning and preparations for this Friday May 28 event!

The Community Carnival will feature some new booths, a Silent Auction, 50/50 and of course the Dunk Tank! To make this event a success we need a team of parents to help set up, sell tickets, BBQ and clean up and lots more. We are also looking for Silent Auction donations.  If anyone has any donations or would like to volunteer please contact Kerri Doucet at kpdoucet@shaw.ca.
                                                                                                 [image: image2.jpg]



On the Calendar 
Workshop - DPAC is hosting a workshop on Technology Trends. The workshop is open to parents of teens or pre-teens who would like to learn more about social networking (facebook, twitter, youtube, etc.), texting/sexting, cyberbullying, internet safety, etc.
The workshop will be held on Monday, April 12th at the Gathering Place in Port Coquitlam.  This is a FREE event and will fill up quickly.  Registration is required by email (blewiscounselling@gmail.com), or through phone (604-931-7211).
PAC Meeting - The next PAC Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 13th at 6:30pm in the Library. Next year’s budget will be presented and discussed. If you would like to voice your opinion, please plan to attend. Child minding is available for $2/child.
The Baker Drive Staff Appreciation Day is Monday, April 26th. Children will have the opportunity to bring a flower for their teachers and the staff. Homeroom parents will be contacting their classes to request volunteers to bring dishes for the staff luncheon and will provide further details.

Baker Drive Community Carnival - Mark your calendars for Friday, May 28th. Watch for volunteer sign up sheets at the school.
Talk to us…We want your feedback!
Do you have any feedback for the PAC executive or committee members about PAC related issues? Please don’t hesitate to let us know your thoughts. Your opinions and comments matter and we want to hear from you. Here is the email address to use: 005-pac@sd43.bc.ca
If your feedback is school related, please email Mrs. Parmar directly at                                                                                                                      sparmar@sd43.bc.ca     

                                         [image: image3.png]


                                             


	


