Baker Drive PAC meeting
Sept 27, 2011

Attendees:   
Leanne Gormann
Kerri Doucet

Anita Wilks





Tracy Cimaglia
Michelle Morrison
Stacey Parmar

Teresa Hageman
Niska Valdez

Ashley Renaud

Karla Scribner

Julie Gomm

Arno & Jen Valthuijzen
Kara Krawford
Michelle Dixon
Kirsten Pochodaj-Anderson


Mike  & Jennifer  Bell-Irving


Charlene Dozzi
Lucy Barber

Louanne Midgley
Carol-Ann Rayvals

Welcome and Introductions

Status Reports 

 - Mrs. Parmar

How does Baker Drive organize the class’s; 7 divisions plus 2 Montessori divisions

The school district gives us staffing for Organization  

· refer to hand out attached.

·  Capacity is 240  we’re at 194

· Why the split classrooms? – in small school you’ll get more splits:  benefits of split:   the teachers had an option for the 4/5 split being separated or not  teachers chose to have the split as they can do smaller group work / friendship dynamics and learning – can move the kids around to have better learning interactions..

· Question – isn’t it easier for the teachers to focus on 1 curriculum then having 2 different curriculums.. pre grade 4 often kids are behind or ahead. So teachers need to be aware of all 3 curriculums to assist the child based learning ( as opposed to curriculum teaching) Platooting : 4/5 curriculum are a bit more prescriptive ie: math.. all grade 4’s are together doing math and grade 5’s are together. Also ie: socials/science.. A/B arrangement ( not a prerequisite year)This means that ie the 4/5’s will all learn the same science that year ie: grade 5 curriculum and the next year they’ll cover the grade 4 curriculum.
· Q when do you know when there will be split classes.. A: the first day is a good indicator of how many students actually show up and then class’s are designated. There’s some guess work pre summer. Q Could there be a discussion on what the next school year could look like ie in June for parents.   A: Decisions are based on teachers professional judgement. Parents with concerns  are encouraged to send in written requests about their child’s learning abilities and  specific concerns etc.. which will be taken into account..
Possible Action: It was  suggested  a parent meeting for new options possibilities ie like the 3 way split with the 1 and 2 split – particularly for the student groups that have never been split before. A hand out on split classes and benefits, philosophy of split classes. 
Q:  How does split benefit the older students?  A. more learning  can often  be experienced when a student is in a teaching mode, leadership roles, social responsibility.-gives the student self confidence. Montessori classroom philosophy prefers having 3 different grades because of the benefits of different child dynamics.
If parents have individual concerns you are encouraged to address those privately with principal.
Job action  - notices and $ go into basket and the Pac members gather and deal with it, along with planner…Kerri and Catherine thanks for all your work with organizing etc.. There seems to be little if none impact on the students.
Parent education at school… - what are some areas that some parents would be interested in learning about – please forward your ideas to Stacey or Kerri D via email  Possible topics : how to raise a money smart child seminar and ?
A suggestion  for next weeks discussion around constant absenteeism with  particular teachers  Ie Union rep,  educational leave can be part of what seems like a lot of absenteeism – parents would like to have some communication on why the teacher is absent  - Suggestion also that parents would like to hear about what  professional development the teachers are taking part in and how it perhaps it will be used in the classroom.. Action: to put information in newsletter on what specific professional development sessions teachers have been attending.
Kari – chairperson’s report:

  Traffic report: City of Coquitlam has assigned one bylaw officer  for our school district  to be watching for  parking issues and giving tickets out when infractions occur. Please obey the school traffic rules ie designated parking and stopping areas, speed limits etc.
Kerri recently received information on playground grants and considering that our equipment will need replacing at some point in the near future if anyone would like to work on grant writing for this it would be greatly appreciated. Upon being accepted for consideration it would be followed by  - online voting week - Action : suggestion that we have a lap top at all events open for all to vote – And perhaps put Baker drive Pac on  twitter, Facebook.
Poinsettia orders will be sent out  in the coming weeks with orders due for a Dec 1 st delivery
Oct 17 – 21st litterless lunch.. winning class or school will be announced in the House of Commons and winners will receive a  free litterless lunch. Teachers will evaluate who’s lunch is litterless at 12:05 pre lunch.
A display of a litterless lunch in front window was suggested   Action : Kirsten volunteered to make up an example of  a litterless lunch, thanks Kirsten!
Scholastic book fare – Catherine looking for assistance this Friday at 1:00   

Mon to  Fri 1145 to 1:10 3 people each day.. Mon to Thurs 2:50 to 3:30

Grade 5 grad committee
 Leanne Gormann is meeting with Robin Harris who has put together a helpful binder re information and planning grade 5 grad.

Ashley:  Family Fun Dance on Fri Oct 14th  - refer to hand out attached  - concession stand suggested  Discussion on if the dance date would take away from attendance or monetary commitment from Fireworks and if the turnout would be enough to cover the costs of the event. Kerri made the Motion of  10$ per family and hold this new event. All in favor 
Action:  Stacey to promote the event this Monday to the students…consideration to have the event  the following school year in February if well received.
Treasurer’s report: Kara Crawford

 Forms re incurring expenses.. fill the form and staple the receipts to it. As 2 signatures are required short term cheque requests will not occur. Please give plenty of notice if you’re requiring a cheque or be prepared to pay out of pocket and then be reimbursed.
Karla’s report:

· Hot lunch forms – 1x a week notice for hot lunch
· Fireworks – community building event - collect $ and a great fireworks display – if you plan on attending please families forward 15$ per family to the PAC. Usually fireworks cost around 1200 …successful and well received community event: music, refreshments, prevents crime etc.. 8:00 start… 
Sponsor inquiry for the fireworks: Action Arno and Jen to research this out.

Trivia night November 19th - looking for assistants for this event – meeting this Thursday at 3:00 in the library. Theme will be “The Red Carpet Event”
Anita – Afterschool programs; lunch time and after school programs.. registrations are not going really well aside from the multi sports program which  is sold out.. Mad science – only 2 registered, and minimal numbers with Sport ball, floor hockey, and Theatrix Nov 23rd – to be held at  lunch Mon and Wed (20 students required to put on the production), In the Works:   Yuens, Tom Lee music in Jan, omega gymnastics, boot camp idea, hip hop?

Some queries on Mad Science – re level of supervision and caliber of teaching- questionable. And some parents felt that many children have been exposed over the years hence the limited enrollment at this time. 
BC Fresh Produce Program..  typically every 2nd week. Action: Lucy volunteered to assist Charlene with setting it up on Tues am.

Michelle – school planning council: no concerns at last meeting on classroom composition. 
Gaming grant..   20$ per head we received this - this money goes into Pac and from their it goes towards extracurricular activities plus it goes to teachers to use f or extra supplies they would like (200$ delegated)  

Home room parent Coordinator ( Shauna) – now has volunteers for every class room

DPAC rep – position available

Lego Day Idea:  – Louanne  Saturday  1 -3  bring in a bin of lego… register for their own  lego zone – ie judging themed portion of it.. toy company to award lego prize -  Action : Kirsten from Toy Village would be happy to work on it with Louanne., give teachers the 15% off ps Kristine will give back 10% to school.  Jan 28th
Fund raising coordinator –position available 

Fund raising by donation goes to school district (for tax receipt) first and then to the school with Treasurer distributing.

Carol- Ann – milk delivery people required… Tues, Wed or Thurs and also   picking up and collecting milk bags at the end of the day…doesn’t take long at all. Dairyland has reduced the sugar content in their chocolate  milk. Action: Michelle M volunteered to deliver one of the days. Thanks!
New business: 

Garden report:  Nishka would like to expand the garden, fence it  and increase more class’s involved, Budget allocated last year for the garden was hardly used - Action: Nishka  to come up with more of a plan for expanding the garden, re fence cost etc.  and connecting with teachers re increasing student involvement.

Inquiry if we have Baker drive t –shirts  A:  every 2nd year  - Action :   Natasha will look into it for this year – great for school spirit…

Next meeting is Nov 3rd at 6:30 . All welcomed and encouraged to attend!!!

Michelle M. adjourned and Carol-Ann seconded it. 8:35 pm

cd







