IRVINE ELEMENTARY PAC MEETING

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 12, 2011

IRVINE SCHOOL LIBRARY

7:24PM – 9:15PM

Meeting attended by 20 parents including the PAC members

September minutes distributed and accepted

Follow-up on items from items in September that were incomplete:

· Emergency Preparedness Co-ordinator position still open – Jen Godin agreed to take on the job

· Canadian Parents for French Liaison position still open – Jennifer Cameron agreed to fill the position
Treasurer’s Report:
· October statement has not yet arrived in the mail, therefore balance based on September statements

· CIBC – maintaining a small balance

· RBC Gaming account – approximately $12000

· Funding for this year has been approved, but has not yet been deposited to our account  - is expected sometime in the month of October

Principal’s report:

· Demonstration of how the sound field system works and explanation of how it could be effective in the classroom – especially K and primary classes – cost is approximately $1200

· Mme Proulx will get a quote for the cost of purchasing 5 of these units and will present at the October meeting

· Membership will vote at that time in regards to cost and acquisition of the units

· Jump rope for heart – school earned $5600 in heart points which went to the acquisition of new PE equipment for the school – soccer balls, volleyballs, hula hoops and other equipment

· Terry Fox Run – a thank you to Tonya Pankratz for the apples and oranges at the end of the event

· $2050 was raised by the school 

· School goals for 2011-12 include literacy and social responsibility these will be achieved by the following

· Parent participation in reading with the primary levels – one day a week parents can come into the class room and read to either their child or a group of kids

· Book bags going home with classes – age/grade appropriate reading to assist with home study and reading at home

· Parents asked to donate any unused books that are age appropriate for the school to their classroom teacher or Mme Proulx for distribution within this program

· Social responsibility – 27th of October is first recognition assembly of the year

· Continuing with the STARS theme – “be a star – take care of yourself, others and this place

· Leadership club – lots of kids have joined and have a great deal of enthusiasm and ideas

· Special spirit days to be run by the leadership club – kids present ideas and they are vetted by Mme Proulx – examples include:

· Fill your bucket day – similar to random acts of kindness

· Crazy hair day

· Pyjama day

· Criteria for spirit days are that it is easy for a smaller child, has little or no cost and no pets at school

· Each class has a bucket and when a child is “caught” doing something good – they get a star  in the bucket – prize draw at each recognition assembly

· E-Forms – please complete them on the school website and ensure that your child’s division number is filled in or Mrs Lien has to look up each child individually to sort them into the right grouping

· Please complete volunteer forms and criminal record checks – the criminal record check is due every 5 years and the volunteer form must be completed yearly

· Technology – the new laptops purchased by the PAC have arrived and are being used by the teachers – they are working collaboratively with Mrs Goessart to use the technology both in the computer classes and the classroom

· “Wet Coast Recess”  - dress for success

· Be prepared

· Have boots

· Have rain coats

· Leadership class to make posters and host a fashion show of options to ensure that children are warm and dry when playing outside on rainy days

· Hoodies are great in the classroom, but there should be a water proof or repellant jacket to be worn outside as when the cotton hoodies get wet, they take too long to dry and children get cold and can get sick

· Reminder of Vandal Watch

· School was vandalized with graffiti earlier in the school year and the neighbors called the police

· Police were able to apprehend some people

· The cost of $500+ to repair the damage will be paid to the school and district in restitution from the perpetrators

· Early dismissal – will not be happening as noted in emails and notices
· Hot lunch – co-ordinator spoke to what occurred with the pizzas and thanked Mme Proulx for allowing for the inversion of lunch time so that the kids could play first and then each

· Discussion put forward if the lunch time reversal is something that could be done on a regular basis (out at 12:05, return at 12:25 to eat, back in class at 12:45)

· Mme Proulx to get feedback from staff, if a favorable response is garnered then it will be presented to the school parents for their opinions and then a trial could take place

· There will be a free lunch on October 20th provided by the pizza company

· Hot lunch money raised is generally enough to provided one free lunch for the entire school – this is usually sports day

Reports from PAC Committee members – follow-up

· Tonya P presented an itemized list of the gym/sport bags for each division with different equipment for the primary and intermediate grades

· The leadership club and other 5th graders could be taught about the rules and could teach and mentor the younger grades

· The approximate cost is $100 per division (17) plus 6 tether balls as well as taxes and shipping

· Motion presented for up to $2000 to be spend on purchase of this equipment – approved unanimously

· KM club – Marni Ball-Fernandez spoke to the involvement of participants and volunteers

· Would like to try a “jungle job” or kiddy boot camp with the kids in the winter months

· Would like to us laminator to assist with the km club books

· Many thanks to the parents who have helped thus far – more help is always needed

· Family activities/fitness nights

· Tonya P spoke to there being a Zumba class for adults in November 


· It would be on at least one Friday night

· Cost would only be that which was needed to pay the instructor

· Pre-registration will likely be required so there will be enough people to cover the costs

· Family yoga classes are being looked at and planning taking place

· Suggestion of a Santa Shuffle on the day of the Breakfast with Santa – concern as kids are often dressed up for photos – may be a situation where they can change and come back for event – planning and discussion happening

· Social Activities – Ilana H presented her follow-up report

· Renting a 9’x12’ screen would be $119 from Vancouver or $125 from Port Coquitlam  - motion for $140 to be allotted for rental of the screen – motion approved unanimously

· The license fee was to be $400 + HST,  but for $500 + HST ($560) there could be a more flexible license that would allow the school to use it as well and not just the 3 or 4 nights planned by the PAC
· Motion to approve $560 for the purchase of a license for the 2011-12 school year – approved unanimously

· Popcorn will be purchased from the same person who supplied it for the Sock Hop in June of 2011

· Concession will include some candy and bottled water

· There is no cost of entry to the movie nights – only the concession

· Families will be asked to bring chairs for the adults at the back and blankets for the kids to use at the front

· October 28 will be the first one – Monsters vs Aliens

New Business:

· Discussion regarding class sizes – there are currently 208 French Immersion students and 158 English students

· Some grade levels are approaching maximum capacity and new children may be referred to the next nearest school that has room

· SPC has meet with Mme Proulx to go over class composition and school planning – approved and sent in to the board office

· Master Transportation Plan Open house discussed as well as how the plan impacts the Irvine Community – Wellington is a designated bike route, but there is no specific lane

· Breakfast with Santa – date to be determined


· Marni Ball-Fernandez suggested a craft fair to occur at the same time – out in the halls

· Local artists and artisans could sell their wares

· Letters to vendors need to go out soon

· Referred to the Breakfast with Santa chairperson – as this is not a PAC activity

· Forest Supervision

· The K and grade one classes are playing by the rocks and fence line – down by the trees

· They cannot be seen from the playground area

· Mme Proulx informed parents that no primary classes are allowed down there during school hours

· Parents may allow their children to play there before and after school, but they need to be made aware of the different rules

· Literacy
· Guided readers have been purchased for the primary classrooms

· They are being worked on and with in class

· Staff is working on a timeline to go along with literacy goal setting

Meeting adjourned – NEXT MEETING NOVEMBER 9, 2011 – SCHOOL LIBRARY 7:15pm
