
Dear £cole Irvine Families; 

Fall is here and we know it by 

the gorgeous leaves in the 

playground and the trips to 

the Pumpkin Patch! 

We all know that important 

connections and learning 

takes place out in the Real 

World.  Many classes have 

already been on field trips and 

we appreciate your help get-

ting those emergency and vo-

lunteer forms in so that we 

can get our students around 

our community.   

Last week it was Fire Safety 

Week and this week we parti-

cipatedin The Great Shake 

Out.  We take advantage of 

community and provincial 

focus weeks to cover these 

important safety items with 

our students.  We have asked 

our students to help the fami-

ly by reviewing the Safety 

tips at home.  It eases anxie-

ty in children to know what 

to expect in emergency si-

tuations.  To that end, we 

still need your help com-

pleting the Emergency Re-

lease forms.  Many thanks to 

those who have submitted 

forms electronically or in 

paper form.  Mrs. Godin 

kindly volunteered to be the 

PAC Emergency Prep con-

tact and she will be contac-

ting those who have forms 

outstanding.   

We are delighted to see so 

many parents involved in 

the day-to day workings of 

their childrenôs school life.  

We see many coming to 

read, supervising on field 

trips, K-club, helping with 

hot lunch, or perhaps taking 

a spot on the PAC execu-

tive.  Checking the planner 

and homework are the very 

best things you can do to let 

your children know there is 

a Home and School Team 

working hard to support 

them.   

 

Mme Darlene Proulx 

 

 

 

Working together. Ensemble, nous travaillons . 
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Monsters Vs Aliens  

Exterior gym doors open at 5:45 p.m.  

Film starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Intermission 7:15 p.m  

Concession available!  

http://www.sd43.bc.ca/irvine


Supporting Reading Comprehension 

By Mrs. Karen Evans 

 

As adults most of us have forgotten what 

it was like to develop reading comprehen-

sion skills.  Much like learning to drive, 

reading comprehension becomes auto-

matic and skilled readers forget that they 

had to develop the thinking skills they 

need to understand what they read.  

ñLearning to readò, is more than decod-

ing words.  It is understanding and mak-

ing sense of what you read. 

 

A strategy that you can help your child 

with is making predictions.  To help 

your child make predictions, stop reading 

before you reach the end of the story.  

Ask your child to predict (tell) how the 

story will end. (e.g., If you were the au-

thor, how would you end the story?)  

After you finish reading the story, talk 

about whether their prediction was simi-

lar to what the author wrote.  Ask them 

which ending they liked better (the au-

thorôs or their own) and why. 

 

Before you read a book with your child, 

look at the cover together.  Ask your 

child to predict (think about and tell) 

what the story is about.  Look at the cover 

picture and think of questions that read-

ing the book might answer (e.g., Why 

does the child look happy?) 

 

When reading a non-fiction book with 

your child, ask, for example:  What do 

you know about cougars?  What do you 

want to know more about?  Once your child 

knows what information they want to know, 

they have a purpose for reading.  Ask:  Is 

this book going to be useful?  How do you 

know? 

 

Predicting is one of many strategies that help 

children make sense of the text they read.  

Itôs a great place to start when helping your 

child with reading at home. 

 

ß In some cases, special activities are 
scheduled that require parent help.  

Please read the class bulletins com-

ing home soon. 

ß Make-up is encouraged...we have a 

lot of stairs and it can be difficult or 

dangerous with masks. 

ß Please remember the stairs when 
sending a long costume...perhaps 

pull up the hem a bit if you can.  

Masking tape is great for this! 

ß Props must be of a non-violent na-

ture.  Gory and violent costumes are 

not appropriate for schools and can 

be very frightening for small chil-

dren.  

ß We are a Weapons-Free Zone and do 

not permit weapons at school.  That 

regulation is in force at Halloweôen.   

ß It is a good idea to keep props at 
home so that they are not broken or 

damaged and can then be used for 

the evening Trick or Treat. 

ß There are activities and snacks in 

As always, Halloweôen is such an excit-

ing time in elementary schools.  We will 

be having the traditional Halloweôen pa-

rade at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, October 31, 

2011. 

Here are the important points: 

ß   Please join us in the gym for the 
parade.  All the classes will meet 

there for a really good look at the 

fabulous costumes!  This is the best 

place to come and take pictures. 

ß We will be dressing for 1:00 p.m. 
and not before.  Arrange your childôs 

costume so that they can dress them-

selves during lunch or you help them 

just before afternoon classes start.  

many classes.  Please check classroom 

mail for information about this.  

ß Itôs a fun day for all...Parents, please 
join us in the gym!  We will enter the 

inside door and leave through the front 

undercover door so weôll mark off the 

area we will parade through and leave 

lots of room for photographers! 
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Halloweôen Fun and Costumes  

School Goal #1:  Literacy:  Improving Reading Comprehension 
 
 

OCTOBER 24,  2011 
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Book fair help 
needed!  

 

 

How I spent my Pro-D Dayé 

A look back by Mme Proulx 

We spent Friday listening to Sir John 

Abbott who heads the 21st Century 

Learning Initiative. 

The ideas were fascinating and there 

are 3 great animations for parents 

and educators to view at: 

http://www.born-to-learn.org/ 

Born to Learn is the first animation in 

a fascinating series aimed to provide 

easy-access to the exciting new dis-

coveries constantly being made about 

how humans learn!  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǧƻΥ  

Working together. Ensemble, 

nous travaillons.  
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Be a STAR!  Take care 

of yourself, take care of 

others and take care of 

this place!  

STARS has changed a little over the years, as 

well, due to the conversations that we had to-

gether as staff, student body and P.A.C.  The 

initials now stand for: 

S= Safety 

T= Think 

A=Accept 

R=Respect 

S=Stand Up 

There are a number of ways that we are re-

minding students of these important ideas.  In 

the September newsletter, you received a copy 

of our behavior expectations in family friendly 

language.  Staff will be using these when dis-

cussing behavior expectations at school and we 

hope they may be helpful for you at home as 

well.   

Many classes have worked on the ñFill your 

Bucketò idea of showing compassion to others 

and how it can affect our everyday mood.  

Look for stars and buckets around the school 

this year! 

How Full is Your Bucket? For Kids 

Tom Rath and Mary Reckmeyer 
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  School Goal #2:  Social Responsibility:   

 

Celebrate the Return of the  

Salmon! 

                                                           

         Hyde Creek Recreation Centre  

& Hatchery 

                                                           

               November 13, 2011   

11:00am-3:00pm 

                                                           

          Free Family Event  

                                                           

           Environmental, community 

groups exhibits 

                                                           

       Arts & Crafts,,  

entertainment,  

Every year £cole Irvine sponsors a 

fabulous Scholastic Book Fair. This 

event is one of two library fundraisers 

and the end result is a richer library 

collection for your children and family 

to enjoy.   

Again this year we are planning our 

Book Fair in December.  It seems to 

be far enough away from busy Sep-

tember and close to Christmas to make 

it a welcome event for families and a 

successful event for the Library.   

Research shows that family in-

volvement in the book choice is key to 

help children build stronger reading 

skills.  The book fair also exposes stu-

dents to a selection of new books, and 

they discuss new books with their 

friends, opening them to consider new 

genres or series that are age group fa-

vourites.   As we are in a period of Job 

Action, we are in need of a dedicated 

group of parents to help organize the 

book fair this year.   

If you are interested in being part of 

the Book Fair Team, please call Mme 

Proulx or Mme Faulks. 



DOG PATROL! 

Calling all Dog ownersé 

Please remember that dogs, un-

less service dogs or ones who are 

booked for Show and Tell dates, 

are not allowed in the school. 

This year we have Sally, the read-

ing therapy dog, who works with 

the ARF program, working with-

our students.  Weôll let you know 

more about Sallyôs important job 

next month. 

Please avoid bringing excitable or 

loud dogs into the school yard as 

we have many students who are 

very afraid of dogs  and their 

safety and comfort is our first 

priority. 

 

After Terry 

Fox Day and K Club we had a 

number of folks complain about 

dog messes left in our school 

yard.  Please remember to pick 

up after your dog, and if you 

would be so kind, pick up any 

ñsurprisesò you find and dispose 

of them, for the sake of our chil-

dren.  Your cooperation is greatly 

appreciated.   
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COMMUNITY NOTICES FOR THIS FALL 

OCTOBER 24,  2011 

Please remember that if your child is going to be late or absent from school, please call the office and advise us. You could also 

send us a message by email.   Mrs. Lien, (wlien@sd43.bc.ca), will be pleased to accept your call and note down any important 

messages. This will avoid a phone call to your home to verify the absences.  We have posted information provided to us by the 

school nurse regarding symptoms of a cold or the flu.     You can also submit an  

When contacting Mrs. Lien, please remember to include your childôs name, Division # and teacherôs name.   

      

 

Is your child absent due to illness? 

Closure of Schools for 

Extreme Weather Con-

ditions  

 

In the case of extreme weather 

conditions such as ice, wind and/or 

excessive snowfall, the Superin-

tendent of Schools has authority 

on behalf of the Board, to tempo-

rarily close a school. 

 

As a general expectation, parents 

should assume that schools are 

open.  If parents believe the local 

conditions are unsafe, they should 

keep their child at home or arrange 

his/her early dismissal.  If schools 

are to be closed before morning 

classes begin, an announcement 

will be made on local radio sta-

tions CKNW (980), CKWX 

(1130) and CBC (690) by 7:30 am 

if possible. 

 

 

Important Information for the Fall and Winter Season 

Thanks for help-

ing  out! 
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Have you established your  

familyôs fire safety plan?   

 

Every year, we practice fire and 

earthquake drills to help students 

know what to do in an emergen-

cy situation at school but you 

can do the same for your family.  

The Fire Department recom-

mends that every family test out 

the smoke detector, and then 

evacuate through a number of 

exits to your meeting spot.   

Our students know their school 

exits and their meeting spot, but 

as well they do an excellent job 

at following through on the 

emergency drill expectations of 

quiet and orderly evacuation.   

We practiced this important drill 

again on October 13 under the 

watchful eye of the Port Coqui-

tlam Fire Department and our 

Captain of the Day, Adam W.   

dents are encouraged to 

wear white shirts for Peace. 

The students will be called 

to the gym directly after 

recess, a moment of silence 

will be observed at 11:00 

and the assembly will con-

clude shortly before 12:00.   

Poppies will be distributed 

to students on the day, just 

before the assembly.  We 

will be collecting donations 

for the Veterans in the tra-

ditional collection can in 

class.  We do encourage 

students to bring a coin 

donation on that day.   

This is one of the yearôs most important 

assemblies.  It is important for young 

children to honour the sacrifices of 

those before them and understand the 

importance of peace.  Many students 

perform at this assembly.   

The students from Grades 2-5 will per-

form at this assembly.  Representatives 

from each division will be laying 

wreaths made by the students from 

each class and lighting a candle for 

Peace.   

Parents and families are invited to at-

tend.   

Guides, Brownies, Scouts, Cubs , 

Sparks and Beavers are invited to wear 

their uniforms on that day.   Other stu-

Page 5 

Fire Captain for the day! 

Remembrance Day Assembly:  November 10, 
2011 

Canadian War Cemetary at Beny -Sur-Mer, France:  

July 2009  

Canadian War Cemetary at Beny-Sur-Mer, 

France.  July 2009 



Thanks so very much Mrs. Fernandes and her 

team of organizers!  They have been having a 

ball running the Kilometre Club this fall!  

This year the team decided once again to 

break up the event into two parts:  fall and 

spring.  Attendance has been strong through-

out and the weather has been fantastic!  I saw 

a lot of sweaty children and rosy cheeks pass 

by the stamp station!  Everyday students 

check their progress on the bulletin board at 

the front entrance.  I think itôs the most popu-

lar spot in the school these days! 

 

 

   

 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

The Irvine community is working togeth-

er to create a safe and nurturing environ-

ment that challenges and motivates our 

students and promotes lifelong joy of 

learning. 

 

 

Ensemble, lô£cole Irvine et les parents 

joignent leurs efforts pour cr®er un envi-

ronnement accueillant ou la securitie  et 

le plaisir dôapprendre sont primordiales. 

www.sd43.bc.ca/irvine 

 

 

 

Calendar Insert 

Oct. 27   Recognition Assembly 1:30 p.m.   

Oct. 28   Hot Lunch & PAC Family Movie night!    

Oct. 31   Halloweôen Parade p.m. Dec. 18   

Nov. 2   Picture retakes 1:00    

Nov. 10   Remembrance Day Assembly 10:45 a.m. 

Nov. 11-14  Remembrance Day:  no school 

Nov. 25   Hot Lunch 

Dec. 16    Last day of classes:  Winter vacation 

Jan. 3       Return to school 


